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Welcome 
As we prepare our hearts for worship I welcome each of you today in the name of the one who frees us 
from every burden, renews our spirits and inspires hope and joy in our living. May this time of worship 
encourage and lift you up.  

 
Theme: Creation & Baptism 

Scripture Texts:  
Job 38:1-11 
Romans 8:22-27 
John 3:1-17 

 
Opening Prayer 
Almighty and everlasting God, You made the universe with all its marvelous order, its atoms, worlds, and 
galaxies, and the infinite complexity of living creatures: Grant that, as we dwell in the mysteries of Your 
creation, we may come to know You more truly, and more surely fulfill our role in.  
 
As we are invited to give thanks and remember our baptism today, may we remember today and always that 
when your beloved Son came among us, the waters of the river welcomed him, the heavens opened to greet 
his arrival, the animals of the wilderness drew near as his companions. With all the world’s people, may we 
who are washed into new life through baptism seek the way of your new creation, the way of justice and care, 
mercy and peace; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
Creation Groans (Litany of Confession read by Worship Leaders) © Dave Hopwood/engageworship.org 

When sadness triumphs over joy:  Creation groans. 
When darkness threatens to put out the light:  Creation groans. 
When fear knocks at our door:  Creation groans. 
When despair threatens to destroy our hope:  Creation groans. 
When we hurt each other:  Creation groans. 
When our words pull down rather than building up:  Creation groans. 
When our actions do not speak of the love of God:  Creation groans. 
When our lives fail to reflect the life of the Creator:  Creation groans. 
We long for the day when creation is restored and creation’s groaning comes to an end, 
when there will be no more sadness, darkness, fear or despair, 
when our lives will speak of you and we see you face to face. 
Until then Lord, please forgive us, strengthen us and help us, to live a little more for you, 
and to care for your creation today and in the days ahead. Amen. 
 

Opening Music: This Is My Father's World 
 
Thanksgiving for Baptism 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the fountain of living water, the rock who gave us birth, our light and our salvation. Amen. 
 
Just as God’s work of creation never ends, so the gifts received in baptism are renewed every day. 
Let us give thanks together for the life given in baptism. 
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life: 

for water to bathe in, water to drink, 
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for waters to play in and waters that inspire wonder, 
for water that gives life to our planet. 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of life. 
We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place: 

for water from our tap, for rain and snow in each season, 
for the Little Sioux, Maple, Missouri, Big Sioux, Floyd, and all rivers  
for all the creeks, lakes, ponds, and swimming holes 

We give you thanks, O God, for the waters of this place. 
We give you thanks for your salvation through water: 

for delivering Noah and his family through the floodwaters, 
for leading your people Israel through the sea into freedom, 
for preserving your prophet Elijah through the time of drought, 
for guiding your people across the Jordan into a new land, 
for quenching the Samaritan woman’s thirst with living water. 

We give you thanks for your salvation through water. 
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized, and for all who gather here; 
for godparents and baptismal sponsors, for children and grandchildren, for our brothers and sisters in Christ 
whom we have never seen but to whom we are bound. 
We give you thanks for the life of all the baptized. 
We give you thanks for life in Christ through your Holy Spirit: 

for our entry into Jesus’ death through these waters, 
for our new birth into a life of freedom and service, 
for our calling to be your people, sent out for the life of the world. 

We give you thanks, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever. Amen. 
 
Children’s Message with Movement: Awesome God! 
 
First Reading: Job 38:1-11 
At the end of the book of Job, after Job and his companions have argued about the cause of the great suffering 
Job endures, God finally speaks. These verses begin that speech, which is a grand vision of creation, describing 
God’s ordering of the cosmos and inviting Job to marvel at its beauty. 
1The Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind: 
 2“Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 
 3Gird up your loins like a man, 
  I will question you, and you shall declare to me. 
 
 4“Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 
  Tell me, if you have understanding. 
 5Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 
  Or who stretched the line upon it? 
 6On what were its bases sunk, 
  or who laid its cornerstone 
 7when the morning stars sang together 
  and all the heavenly beings shouted for joy? 
 
 8“Or who shut in the sea with doors 
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  when it burst out from the womb?— 
 9when I made the clouds its garment, 
  and thick darkness its swaddling band, 
 10and prescribed bounds for it, 
  and set bars and doors, 
 11and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 
  and here shall your proud waves be stopped’?” 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 
Scripture Reading: Romans 8:22-27 
By pouring the Holy Spirit into our hearts, God gives us the promised first fruit of eternal life so that we await 
God’s future in hope. In the meantime, the Spirit also intercedes for us by carrying the prayers of our weak 
human hearts to God. 
22We know that the whole creation has been groaning in labor pains until now; 23and not only the creation, 
but we ourselves, who have the first fruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly while we wait for adoption, the 
redemption of our bodies. 24For in hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for 
what is seen? 25But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
  26Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness; for we do not know how to pray as we ought, but that very 
Spirit intercedes with sighs too deep for words. 27And God, who searches the heart, knows what is the mind of 
the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 
Word of God, Word of Life. Thanks be to God 
 
Gospel: John 3:1-17 
Jesus’ miracles prompt Nicodemus to visit him in secrecy. Jesus tells him about being born of the Spirit and 
about the Son who has been sent by God to save. 
1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus by night and said to 
him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you 
do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom 
of God without being born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 
grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus answered, “Very truly, 
I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the 
flesh is flesh, and what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born 
from above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it 
comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How 
can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these 
things? 
  11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive 
our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you 
about heavenly things? 13No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the 
Son of Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted 
up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not 
perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world 
might be saved through him.” 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
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Homily 
Musical interlude:  He's Got The Whole World In His Hands. 
Apostles’ Creed  
Peace (verbal response only) 
Pastoral Prayer 
Offering Prayer 

THE RITE FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

Thanksgiving:  
Blessed are you, O God, creator of heaven and earth.  You rescued your covenant people, led them on all their 
journeys, and taught them by the prophets. You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that 
everyone who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  
 
Words of institution … LORD’S PRAYER 

And now -- The Gifts of God, for the People of God! 
All are welcome to commune or receive a blessing. Communion takes place in our seats today with pre-

distributed elements. 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ  strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen 
 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
 
Blessing 
 
Closing Music: Leaning on the Everlasting Arms 
 
Announcements: 

• Time switch for August 2nd 
o St. John has the early service at 8:30 am 
o Salem has the late service at 10:30 am 

• Pastor Tami is on vacation from Wednesday July 29th thru Wednesday August 5th.  
o Our Care Coordinator, Janelle Lewis, can be reached in case of pastoral emergencies. Call her at: 

712.389.0199 
o Our council presidents will also have the phone numbers of area pastors covering for 

emergencies while Pastor Tami is gone.  
• On Sunday August 2nd, Pastor Sheryl Ashley will be at both congregations preaching and presiding while 

Pastor Tami is away.  
• Gratitude for all of your flexibility as we gather to worship even while we love our neighbors in ways still 

new to us during this time of pandemic concerns.  
• We are prayerfully discerning our fall schedule, especially for our children and youth activities. I’ll be 

reaching out to families over the next few weeks to talk to how we can address appropriate concerns 
while meeting our children’s and families’ needs for ongoing faith formation and education at this time.  

 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God! 


