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Welcome & Introduction 
As we prepare our hearts for worship I welcome each of you today in the name of the one who frees us from 
every burden, renews our spirits and inspires hope and joy in our living. May this time of worship encourage 
and lift you up.  
 
Theme: Treasure in Clay Jars (Continue 2 Corinthians Series) 
Preaching text: 2 Corinthians 4:1-18; accompanying text: Matt 5:13 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Comforting God, we confess that at times we do not share in the joy of the resurrection but are caught in the 
worries of the world. We confess that we do not always live in the spirit of new life but remain discontent, 
grumbling and anxious. Forgive us for not sharing in the Good News. Forgive us when we find it more 
comfortable to worry and complain than to risk the joy and encouragement of new life in Christ. Call us back 
to Your ways, O God, to seek hope and reconciliation, restoration and peace. In the name of the Risen Christ, 
we pray. Amen. 
Assurance of Pardon 
God listens. He hears us when we cry out to him, when we speak honestly about where we have failed. God 
consoles us in our affliction. God gives us the grace of Jesus Christ. In the name of Christ Jesus, † your sins are 
forgiven.  
 
Opening Music: I’ve Got Peace Like a River 
 
First Reading: 2 Corinthians 4:1-18 

1Therefore, since it is by God's mercy that we are engaged in this ministry, we do not lose heart. 2We 
have renounced the shameful things that one hides; we refuse to practice cunning or to falsify God's word; but 
by the open statement of the truth we commend ourselves to the conscience of everyone in the sight of God. 
3And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the god of this world has 
blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, 
who is the image of God. 5For we do not proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as 
your slaves for Jesus' sake. 6For it is the God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," who has shone in our 
hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ. 
7But we have this treasure in clay jars, so that it may be made clear that this extraordinary power belongs to 
God and does not come from us. 8We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to 
despair; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying in the body the 
death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be made visible in our bodies. 11For while we live, we are 
always being given up to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus may be made visible in our mortal flesh. 
12So death is at work in us, but life in you. 

13But just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture — "I believed, and so I 
spoke" — we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that the one who raised the Lord Jesus will 
raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that 
grace, as it extends to more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 
16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner nature is being renewed 
day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all 
measure, 18because we look not at what can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is 
temporary, but what cannot be seen is eternal. 
Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Gospel: Matthew 5:13 
13"You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no 

longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled underfoot. 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Homily 
Musical interlude: .Have Thine Own Way Lord 
Apostles’ Creed  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 

 

Peace (verbal response only) 
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you. 
Offering Prayer 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your hand in blessing. Fill us with good 
things at your table, that we may come to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 

THE RITE FOR HOLY COMMUNION 

Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. … For ever and ever. Amen. 
 

And now -- The Gifts of God, for the People of God! 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in eternal life. Amen 

 
Announcements 
 
Blessing 
 
Closing Music: Here am I Lord 
 
Dismissal 
Go in peace. Christ is with you. Thanks be to God! 


