
June 28, 2020 Leader’s Guide  
 

Introduction 
This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all 
creation is made new!  
 
A few brief notes as we begin –  
 
St. John: The front door to the church is locked so that activity in the 
church can be monitored. You are welcome to use the bathroom in the 
East part of the basement. That is the handicap accessible bathroom by 
the elevator. A council member will unlock the front door so that you can 
go inside to use the restroom.  
 
We are still using Zoom to hold the service virtually as well and 
livestream and post a recording of the service, so a welcome to all of you 
joining us digitally as well. We may change how the service is streamed 
and shared online during the next several weeks; however, there will 
always be an online option as well as our in-person gatherings for the 
foreseeable future.  
We will also continue to adapt our outside worship services as needed as 
we learn and adapt. Today’s goal was to keep it simple and find the joy of 
gathering together today to be the church together physically as we 
celebrate, as I said we would, the resurrection of our Lord Christ Jesus.  
 
This means that I will be reading Easter scripture texts and the recorded 
music we use will be Easter songs.  
 
At this point we will be following the guidelines of no communal singing 
as well as very little spoken response in unison, and so on. We are doing 
this according to the safety guidelines our amazing task force put 
together on safely gathering in person for worship during this time of 
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Pandemic. We show respect and love for one another by following these 
guidelines.  
AND  
It gives us a chance to practice for when we are inside the building 
together as well as possibly gathering with additional people in or outside 
during this time.  
 
If you have questions about the guidelines, please ask a council member.  
 
The guidelines also request that we wear a face mask at times when we 
are close to one another even outside, and at all times when we gather as 
a group inside due to the differences between outside and inside air 
movement. You will notice our council members modeling the mask 
wearing when they work closely with you, and before and after services I 
will be wearing a mask as well.  
 
As we prepare our hearts for worship I welcome each of you today in the 
name of the one who frees us from every burden,  
renews our spirits  
and inspires hope and joy in our living.  
 
May this time of worship encourage and lift you up. 
 

This is the day the Lord has made! Christ is risen, and through him all 
creation is made new! 

 
We gather here today to celebrate our faith in the Risen Lord! 
 
Sunday has been called the Lord’s Day because it was on this day, that is 
on the the first Easter, that Jesus conquered sin and death and rose to 
new life.  
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Grace and peace to you from God our Father and from the Lord Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Prayer of Confession 
Loving God, we confess that at times we do not share in the joy of the 
resurrection but are caught in the worries of the world.  
 
We confess that we do not always live in the spirit of new life but remain 
discontent, grumbling and anxious.  
 
Forgive us for not sharing in the Good News.  
Forgive us when we find it more comfortable to worry and complain than 
to risk the joy and encouragement of new life in Christ.  
Call us back to Your ways,  
O God,  
to seek hope and reconciliation,  
restoration and peace.  
In the name of the Risen Christ, we pray. Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon 
Christ is Risen!  
The stone is rolled away, the tomb found empty.  
Mary calls out, “I have seen the Lord!”  
We have seen Christ, too, in every helping hand, in every heartfelt gift, in 
every choice to restore life in this world.  
 

We are called to this new life, a life of forgiveness and reconciliation. 
You are forgiven;  
accept your forgiveness and know that God loves you and desires 
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great joy for your life. Walk forward on this journey of faith, knowing 
your brothers and sisters are with you. Amen. 

 
— written by Rev. Mindi Welton-Mitchell, and posted on her Rev-o-lution blog. http://rev-o-
lution.org/ 
 
Psalm: Psalm 118:1-2, 14-15, 24 
 1Give thanks to the Lord, for the Lord is good; 
  God’s mercy endures forever. 
 2Let Israel now declare, 
  “God’s mercy endures forever.” 
 14The Lord is my strength and my song, 
  and has become my salvation. 
 15Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous: 
  “The right hand of the Lord acts valiantly! 
 
 24This is the day that the Lord has made; 
  let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 
Second Reading: Colossians 3:1-4 
Easter means new life for us as it first meant new life for Christ. His 
resurrection reshapes the entire focus and motivation for our lives since 
we are now hidden with the risen Christ in God. 

1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is your life is 
revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 

http://rev-o-lution.org/
http://rev-o-lution.org/
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The Word of the Lord. 
 

t  If there will be a children’s time, set it immediately after the 
reading of John’s gospel.  Before the reading encourage all 
worshipers to listen carefully and encourage children to listen 
especially to what happens to Mary.   

 
Gospel: John 20:1-18 
John’s gospel describes the confusion and excitement of the first Easter: 
the stone is moved, disciples race back and forth, and angels speak to a 
weeping woman. Then, Jesus himself appears. 

1Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary 
Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed 
from the tomb.  

2So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one 
whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of 
the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.”  

3Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the 
tomb. 4The two were running together, but the other disciple outran 
Peter and reached the tomb first. 5He bent down to look in and saw the 
linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6Then Simon Peter 
came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen 
wrappings lying there, 7and the cloth that had been on Jesus’ head, not 
lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself.  

8Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, 
and he saw and believed; 9for as yet they did not understand the 
scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10Then the disciples returned 
to their homes. 
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11But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent 
over to look into the tomb; 12and she saw two angels in white, sitting 
where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at 
the feet.  

13They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to 
them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they 
have laid him.”  

14When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing 
there, but she did not know that it was Jesus.  

15Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you 
looking for?”  

Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him 
away.”  

16Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew, 
“Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher).  

17Jesus said to her, “Do not hold on to me, because I have not yet 
ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am 
ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 

 
18Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have 

seen the Lord”; and she told them that he had said these things to her. 
 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
 
Kid’s Time: 
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Did you listen closely to what happened to Mary? 
• Name some of Mary’s feelings as she sat crying by the tomb. 
• Together imagine and demonstrate how her face looked, how 

she held her shoulders, what she was doing with her hands 
(over her eyes?, clutched in fists?, wrapped tightly around her 
shoulders?....)   

• Then, reread Jesus conversation with her in vss 15-18.  Ask, 
“now how was she feeling?”  (surprised!, happy!, amazed!, 
relieved!…)  Imagine and demonstrate how her face, shoulders, 
and hands looked now. 

 
“Resurrection” means “Jesus is alive again!” or “Jesus is not dead 
anymore!”  “He is risen!” can be confusing.  It sounds like he got out 
of bed rather than came back from being dead.  So it helps to talk 
about it before asking children to sing or shout it.  
 
“Alleluia!” and “Hallelujah!” sound a lot alike and both mean 
“Hurray for God!” or “Look what God has done!”  
 

 
Reflection  
As I reflect briefly today – this Sunday that is a resurrection of sorts of our 
own as the body of Christ in this time and place – I am thankful that we 
read the resurrection story from the Gospel of John.  
 
When we look to our gospel readings the story isn’t as nice and tidy as we 
like to summarize it as in our creeds and prayers.  
 
There was much confusion that first Easter Sunday.  
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That may resonate with you as it does with me as there has been much 
confusion since we last gathered in person here to worship. Confusion 
about the virus causing a pandemic and confusion about how to keep one 
another, especially the most vulnerable among us safe at this time. How 
we love one another as God calls us to do. And that confusion isn’t over, 
rather, we are learning to live even in that confusion.  
 
We are a death and resurrection people.  
 
What does that mean?  
 
Well, it means that we trust that Christ Jesus has overcome the power of 
death and in doing so has called us into the work of co-creating the Kin-
dom of God hear on earth as we await the full realization of the eternal 
kindom of God. 
 
It means that we seek to look at one another as beloved children of God, 
and to notice God at work everywhere, every day.  

To shout Alleluia!  which means Hurray for God! Look what God 
has done! 
 
And to joyfully shout “Thanks be to God” 
And also to echo our psalm today and rejoice and be glad in this day 
and each day that the Lord has made.  
 
It means to live our lives differently.  
To live our lives as followers of Jesus 
To proclaim the risen Christ as our identity  after all if we are to 
call ourselves Christians, then this is our claim 
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 And as we heard in recent gospel readings these past two 
Sundays  God demands that this be central to who we are, rather 
than an after though.  
As the body of Christ of this place and time, it comes before any 
other definition of this community.  
 

Now this all may sound rather obvious, and yet when we are not 
gathered for worship it seems in our life it often is not obvious.  
 
A recent Christine Cain Newsletter article spoke to this, beginning with 
this reference – 

Nineteenth-century philosopher John Stuart Mill reportedly said that 
Christians seem to have an amazing ability to say the most 
wonderful things without actually believing them.  
Ouch! 
 
What prompted that?  
I’m guessing it’s the wide gulf between how many of us live and 
what we profess to believe. 

Caine goes on to say: 
As Christians, we make amazing claims about the power of the 
gospel of Jesus Christ to transform lives, communities, and nations.  
 
We claim these things because they are true—but it does require 
our active participation.  
 
After all, God has not asked us to live constrained lives defined by 
our circumstances, but bold, faith-filled lives empowered by the Holy 
Spirit. Imagine if we lived with such radical faith that this power was 
evident to all! 
 Imagine… 
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I read this and thought of Mary in today’s gospel from John. Mary the 
first apostle – that is the first one to tell the gospel to others – to tell the 
Good News of the Jesus Christ raised from the dead!  
 
Mary who went from Confused and scared to joyous after hearing Jesus 
say her name.  
Mary who simply said --  
“I have seen the Lord” 
 
What would happen if we told one another where we have seen the Lord 
each day.  
Imagine --  
 

the places we would go. 
  
the prayers we would pray. 
  
the generosity we would show. 
  
the forgiveness we would extend. 
  
the conversations we would have. 
  
the acts of kindness we would do. 
  
the people who would be reached. 
  
the lives that would be transformed. 

  
Our lives become bigger and richer when we live more generously, 
more joyfully, more graciously, and more selflessly. Let’s choose to 
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live every moment today as if we truly believed what we professed to 
believe! 
 

May we always imagine. 
 
And may we always live every moment today and always as if we truly 
believe what we profess to believe! 
 
Musical interlude (instrumental or recording for now)  
 
Apostles’ Creed  
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 
Easter Prayer 
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“Christ is risen!” 
“He is risen indeed!” 
 
We repeat our Easter shouts of 
surprise and joy 
again and again, 
for news of your victory 
over powers of death and evil 
is news so startling 
so amazing 
so different from the news that bombards us day by day. 
 
 
Beyond our comprehension 
You startle us again and again 
with resurrection Life, 
bringing grace and hope and joy. 
 
You, in your risen power, 
are shaping all our days, 
and so we praise you, 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen 
 
~ written by Christine Jerrett, and posted on Christine Jerrett: Reflections on being the Church 
in God’s new creation. http://christinejerrett.wordpress.com/tag/prayer/ 
 
Peace 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Offering Prayer 

http://christinejerrett.wordpress.com/tag/prayer/
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Let us pray. 
God of mercy and grace, the eyes of all wait upon you, and you open your 
hand in blessing. Fill us with good things at your table, that we may come 
to the help of all in need, through Jesus Christ, our redeemer and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE RITE FOR HOLY COMMUNION 
 
St. John instructions:  
You should all already have your communion elements; if not, you can 
raise a hand and we can give you one now. Those in your cars should also 
have them. … Today, and each Sunday that we commune using these 
individual “miracle meals” we will commune together. This gifts us with 
the ability to all receive the elements at once.  
 
 
Preparation prayer: 
Gracious God,  
You reveal your Son to us in word and sacrament. Open our hearts to 
receive him now. As the scriptures are proclaimed and the meal is 
shared, grant us to see and know the presence of Jesus Christ, our 
precious Savior. 
 
Thanksgiving:  
Blessed are you,  
O God, creator of heaven and earth.  
 
You rescued your covenant people,  
led them on all their journeys,  
and taught them by the prophets.  
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You so loved the world that you gave your only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life.  
 
Words of institution (lift elements for each paragraph) 
 

On the night in which he gave himself up for us,  
Our Lord Jesus took bread,  

gave thanks,  
broke it and gave it to his disciples, and said: 

"Take and eat; this is my body which is given for you.  
Do this in remembrance of me." 

Again,  
after supper,  

he took the cup,  
gave thanks and gave it to all to drink, saying: 

"This cup is the new covenant in my blood,  
shed for you  

and for all people for the forgiveness of sins.  
Do this for the remembrance of me." 

 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us:  
THE LORD’S PRAYER 
Our Father who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come.  
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread,  
and forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us,  
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and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
and the power,  
and the glory,  
For ever and ever. Amen. 
 
DISTRIBUTION 
COMMUNION INVITATION 
And now -- Taste and see that the Lord is good! 
Salem instructions: 
--We will serve communion to you today by family group; elements will 
be distributed and then I will say the words of feeding that Jesus says to 
his disciples to you all as a group. We will be doing this as carefully as 
possible, and I will step back several feet prior to speaking as we continue 
to follow our physical distancing guidelines. We ask that you dispose of 
the cups afterwards.  
 
The Gifts of God, for the People of God! 
 
Distribution 
Body of Christ, given for you 
Blood of Christ, shed for you 
 
Blessing for kids: Jesus loves you and always will 
  Remember, you are a beloved child of God 
 
 
After finish distribution; commune self and dismissal blessing 
 
(w/ the blessing arms) 
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The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and 
preserve you in eternal life. Amen 

 
At ST. John at least  music here for picking up the empty cups, etc. 
 
And now we join in our prayer of Thanksgiving for this meal: 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING  
Good and gracious God, you have called us to this place and have fed us 
with your loving spirit. And with the very grace of your life. We give you 
thanks for these gifts. May they strengthen us as we go out into the 
world. Now send us on our way in joyful service and peace in your world. 
AMEN. 
 
Announcements: 

• Next week, July 5th we will again worship right here at this same 
time. 
o We will also be starting a several week series on 2nd 

Corinthians.  
• July 12th:  

o Salem  Semi annual meeting after a lay-led service of 
the Word. 

o St. John  Our ecumenical service with the Methodist 
church at 9 am. 

• The guidelines adopted by the church council for gathering in 
person are now in place. Small groups can now once again 
gather in the building for meetings as well. The guidelines ask 
for all physical distancing requirements to be followed, for a 
record of who was at the meeting to be made, and for only 
certain areas of the church building to be used in order to 
simplify cleaning and disinfecting. Signs are and will continue to 
be put up as needed.  
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• Please ask a council person for more details as needed, and we 
will continue to have grace with one another as we continue to 
learn. I am learning too. I will likely forget to stand far away at 
times. Do not hesitate to remind me.  

 
Blessing 
May the One who brought forth Jesus from the dead 
raise you to new life, fill you with hope, 
and turn your mourning into dancing. 
Almighty God, Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit, 
bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Dismissal 
Christ is risen, just as he said. 
Go in peace. Share the good news. Alleluia! 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! 
 
 


