
Dear Friends in Christ,

I had hoped that this newsletter would be filled with
summer Bible camp and VBS plans. Instead we are
planning additional virtual worship and online
gatherings. Throughout the remaining weeks of Easter
you will hear me speak to where we see Christ walking
alongside us during this unique time in our lives as we
live through this pandemic. I will share both in preaching
and prayer on Sundays as well whenever the Spirit
moves me on our Harvest Ministry Facebook page
(watch for Live Videos). While we always pursue Christ
Jesus in every time and place, and in both seasons of
lament as well as those of pure celebration, we also are
called to listen and respond to the gift of the Holy Spirit.

Last month I also quoted Jesus’ from this part of the
gospel of John – “Peace be with you.” As we move
through the Easter season and approach Pentecost (May
31st) we are reminded of the gift of the Holy Spirit and
how it is connected to this gift of peace.

And the Holy Spirit is at work among us!

This gift of peace. It isn’t meant simply to comfort us.
As we read this gospel text we are reminded that Jesus
gave this gift of peace not simply as a blessing to his
disciples (though it most certainly is!), but also to
prepare them (and us!) to be sent out into the world.

And even during this time when we are to physically
stay home, or at least not gather close together in groups,

we remain people sent into the world at large to work
alongside the entire body of Christ. This peace is meant
to be shared both in words (that is the Word, the Good
News of Jesus Christ) and in action.

Sometimes action might actually be inaction today. That
is, loving your neighbor might require NOT being
together, not going places, and so on. Yet there is also
much action to be done. From continuing to work
together to feed the hungry (a HUGE need right now) to
helping make or gather cloth face masks and other
protective items for those in need of them. And as a
community we continue to love one another through
phone calls and other forms of communication as we
listen, support and pray with one another.

This blessing or benediction that Jesus gives has been
so integrated into our worship liturgy that we often forget
or take for granted this peace that is both pure grace and
also a gift of strength to take us where the Holy Spirit
calls us to serve. As we share the peace as a virtual
worshipping community we may not be able to hug,
shake hands, or even elbow bump, but we can remind
each other that we are a called and sent people of God
and recipients of this abundant peace that passes all
understanding. May you rest in God’s love, peace, and
grace today and always.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Tami Groth
Text or call: 608.385.9848
Email: tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
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Gospel for Day of Pentecost, Sunday, May 31, 2020: John 20:19-23
The risen Jesus appears to his disciples,

offering them a benediction, a commission, and the gift of the Holy Spirit.
¹⁹When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples had
met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” ²⁰After he
said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. ²¹Jesus said
to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” ²²When he had said this, he breathed
on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. ²³If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you
retain the sins of any, they are retained.”



Pastor Tami’s Pastoral Update(Highlights)        April 23, 2020

A few of the many Recent Ministry Events:
·  Our Holy Week Live and recorded virtual Worship events, including many of our congregation mem-
bers participating as readers.
·  Our ongoing Sunday Worship, now together with Rev. Shawn Brooks (serving Christ Lutheran in rural
Le Mars and St. Peter Lutheran in Brunsville).

Upcoming Worship & Ministry Events:
We will continue to meet virtually.

· Sunday Morning Worship at 10:30 each week (and then recorded)

o AND at least through the month of May Pastor Tami and Pastor Shawn will be working
together each Sunday to lead worship together and alternate preaching. This also means
that we will have an 8:30 am Sunday Morning Worship live streamed on Facebook on
the St. Peter Lutheran Church, Burnsville page:
https://www.facebook.com/stpeterlutheranbrunsvilleia/

· Each Weekend we will have a recorded Family Sunday School Message.
Look for it on YouTube and then posted to FB. AND look for what family will be featured each
week. Let Pastor Tami know if you would like to reserve a weekend to help Pastor create a
children/family Sunday School message using resources available from Sparkhouse and cen-
tered on the gospel text for each Sunday.

· Virtual Coffees, Women’s Circle Bible Study, Salem LIFT programming / story time, and many
other events as set on the calendars (ALL are virtual events in May 2020). We will also have an
assortment of “pop-up” event that we will post and send notifications about throughout the
month. If you would like to use the Zoom virtual meeting room for a meeting or event you
would normally hold at church, let Pastor Tami know and we can try to schedule it.

All of our LIVE virtual events are done using Zoom. You can use the Zoom app on your smart phone ortablet, or
join using your Internet connected computer. You can also dial in with any phone for an audio-only experience.
Join Zoom Meeting: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/6083859848?pwd=MzNYelFDcG5UaEdkZVFrZXQybkRaUT09

Meeting ID: 608 385 9848 (yes, this is Pastor’s telephone number!)
Telephone Dial-in Option: 1 312 626 6799; Meeting ID: 608 385 9848

Our recorded worship and devotions will be shared first on our YouTube channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCtF-MBPmLysIUI7qh6p-3LQ
Our Harvest Ministry Facebook page will also have additional live video times as well as an abundance of
resources posted and opportunities for interaction: https://www.facebook.com/harvestministrychurches/

Gratitude!:
·  Congregational leadership
·  Our farmers and those working to support them
·  Those making masks & other essential supplies at this time, and helping provide them to those in need

Prayer Requests:
·  Our health care workers – including ALL who work in medical caring spaces
·  For all grieving, lonely, or in need of healing
·  For those seeking employment and those attempting to sustain small businesses and self-employment
·  Our students, teachers, and others grieving the end of the school year



Stewardship in a Time of Pandemic

During this ongoing time of being church together
while apart, we continue to emphasize that the
financial cost of answering God's call as a
congregation remains nearly identical to previous
years. Additionally, responding to the needs of the
world as we are called to during this time may
require more resources as we prayerfully consider
how we care for the vulnerable among us and in the
world.

Both Congregations will soon be mailing letters to
update you briefly on what has so far been observed
regarding downward percentages in giving. This is
especially noticeable during a time when we would
have had many additional services in our building
that often bring guests and others to services, such as
on a typical Easter Sunday.

we ask you to prayerfully consider how you can
steward the resources you have been entrusted with
while supporting your congregation at this time. If
you are already tithing your income, perhaps you will

be able to also tithe any economic govt. stimulus you
receive or make other additional gifts. If you are not
yet tithing, perhaps now is the time to begin either
tithing in the traditional 10% manner, or simply
setting any percentage of 'first fruits" to give.

Any offerings made by check can either be mailed
directly to the church address or given to a council
member / financial secretary. This may also be the
time when you would prefer to give electronically.
Both churches are now set up to receive donations via
tithe.ly online or via the app. At any time you can go
to:
https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give and
search for either St. John, Cushing or Salem,
Correctionville and give a one time or reoccurring
donation. When giving electronically it is appreciated
if the cost, though small, of using this app is taken
into account at the time of giving.

I invite you prayerfully consider your offering each
time you join in virtual worship with our community
just as you do each time you worship with us in our
church buildings.
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Harvest Ministry Community Prayer List: Nick Corey, Jamie Mohr Ummach, Connie Dau, Danelle
Sullivan, John (Buck) Jacobs, Jean Jensen, Roger Reinking, Pete Droegmiller, Noah Petersen, Jim
Droegmiller, John and Pat Myers, Mike Carroll, and Joan Ludvigson.

Prayer list open to anyone and updated as information is shared (list frequently changes after
the newsletter is published and those names will be shared in worship and in prayer list).

Please contact Pastor Tami directly to request pastoral care visits.

Please keep our homebound members in prayer including those in facilities:
Correctionville Specialty Care: LaVinna Wiese
Whispering Creek in Sioux City: Wilma Bollin
Kingsley Specialty Care: Dorothy Struve
The Beck, Cherokee: Betty Stoneking

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!

We continue to shout Alleluia with joy as we celebrate the Risen Christ throughout the 7 Sundays of the Easter
season. There is a full-page Alleluia coloring sheet in this newsletter -- Please share your finished colorful
Alleluias with the rest of the congregation by taking a photo and sharing on social media or sending photo to
pastor to share on our website, social media pages AND our virtual worship slides! And if you have more than
one fan of coloring in your home, email Pastor and you can get as many coloring sheets as you would like
(emailed to print or mailed to you).
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LUTHERAN WORLD RELIEF 75,000 FACEMASK CHALLENGE

Join the 75,000 Face Mask Challenge! COVID-19 is threatening vulnerable
communities, and Lutheran World Relief urgently needs cloth face masks to send
to them. The cloth mask you sew will provide love and protection to a neighbor in
need halfway around the world. How many will you make to help stop the spread?
Sign up for more details at www.lwr.org/masks.

Help people and
ministries affected by
COVID-19

The Evangelical
Lutheran Church in

America (ELCA) continues to minister to its members,
to those who are hurting and searching for peace, and to
those in need. To continue this important work, the
church needs your help.

With congregations and ministries across the country,
and a network of companion churches and partners in
over 70 countries around the world, we anticipate this
crisis will affect us all. In the United States,
unemployment has soared. We see rising demands on
our food pantries, homeless shelters and social services.
Around the world, millions of people living in poverty
are facing this pandemic without reliable access to
sanitation and health care.

Now is a time when we need one another. Now is a time
to live and act as faithful people of God.

You can help by supporting your congregation and
making a gift to the ELCA’s COVID-19 Response Fund.
Your donation will provide funds to the ministries of the
ELCA most in need and best positioned to help. This
includes our congregations as well as local and
churchwide ministries capable of reaching and assisting
those in need.

Ways to Give:

Mail: Make checks payable to the “ELCA” and please
include your designation (“COVID-19 Response
Fund”) on the memo line.

Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

P.O. Box 1809 Merrifield, VA 22116-8009

Phone: 800-638-3522 Monday-Friday, 8:00am-5:00pm

Through Congregation: Make checks payable to your
congregation, write your designation (“ELCA COVID-
19 Response Fund”) in the memo line, and place your
gift in with your regular church offering (mailed in or
given to council member at this time).

During the COVID-19 pandemic, the ELCA churchwide organization is here to support its members,
congregations, synods and partners. Call 800-638-3522 and press #4 or email HereToServe@ELCA.org for

Prayer for a time National distress

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and your
strength never fails. In this time of danger and trouble, be to us a sure guardian and rock of
defense. Guide the leaders of our nation with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, and grant
us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Blessing of Fields and Gardens

O God, our creator,

from the earth you bring forth fruits and vegetables,

grains and flowers, to nourish and delight us.

Grant that this land,

sustained by rain and favorable weather

and cultivated by human hands,

may bring forth an abundant harvest,

through Jesus Christ our Lord.

Amen.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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Prayer for a time of loneliness

Blessed Lord, in moments of pain I turn
to you for strength; in times of loneliness
I seek your loving nearness. Grant that
your life and love and joy may flow
through me for the healing of others in
Jesus’ name. Amen.

Blessing of Graduates

All-wise and loving God, we give thanks for your gifts to us: for creating
us, for saving us in Christ, for calling us in baptism as your people. Look
with love on these graduates and bless them as they complete this season of
their studies. By your Spirit, help them to use their gifts for your glory and
for the good of all people. In your lovingkindness, guide them in their
journey. We ask these blessings through Christ our Lord. Amen.

O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see
the ending, by paths as yet untrodden, through perils unknown. Give us
faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where we go, but only that
your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.



April 16th Reflection from Bishop Lorna Halaas

Last Sunday was Easter.

It felt strange.

Worship spaces were empty; no trumpets, no lilies, no crowds of people.
Kitchens were silent; no smell of coffee cooking or eggs baking.    Hallways
were dark; no joyous greetings, no laughter or children's voices. And still
we proclaim Christ is Risen!

Oh, how we longed to be together on this day.
Oh, how we longed to lift our voices in joyous praise.
But a pandemic kept us at a distance and love meant staying home.
And still we shout Alleluia!

We gather in new ways; by Zoom, Facebook, YouTube.
We worship from our homes.
We worship in our cars and by radio.
And we are...church together.

Christ is Risen!
He is Risen Indeed!
Alleluia! Alleluia!

Jesus you are risen, you are with us.
You bring new life from death filling our hearts with hope.
And we are changed.
We are grateful.

Amen.

Lorna
Rev. Lorna H. Halaas, Bishop
Western Iowa Synod, ELCA
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From the ELCA Worship Blog: During this time of pandemic many are seeking resources to support daily prayer
in the home. As we are physically separated from supportive Christian communities, it becomes increasingly
important to mark our days and hours with prayer. As noted in Keeping Time, “Prayer is a gift of access for all
the baptized and those seeking to live in a relationship with the God who has spoken, is speaking, and has promised
to speak through Jesus, the living Word, and the Spirit, who helps us pray with sighs too deep for words as we
ponder the scriptures, which still speak to us” (Using Evangelical Lutheran Worship: Keeping Time, p. 148).
These daily prayers may be prayed together as a family or as individuals. Prayer at morning and evening are the
primary times for common prayer in various faith traditions. You may want to create a space in your home for
such prayer, being aided by lighting a candle or having a vessel of water nearby to remember your baptism.
Continue reading at: https://blogs.elca.org/worship/2044/



Prayer Resources for Memorial Day

The following prayers giving thanks for the service of military personnel may be used individually or as part of
a larger service.

General thanksgiving for military service

Ruler of the nations, our strength, our shield, and our sustainer, we thank you for the devotion of all people who
have committed themselves to military service for their country. We pray for those who did not return home, for
those who did return home, and for those who are now away from home. On behalf of their fellow citizens, they
stepped into harm’s way, gave up time with those they love, and carried the weight of respect and duty. For
their lives, we give you thanks. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Those who died in active duty

God of peace, you are with us in times of trouble and you sustain those in harm’s way. We give you thanks for
those who have served their nation and died to protect it (especially name/s). We thank you for their dedication
and their willingness to lay down their lives for others. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Those who died after returning home

God our refuge, you know the realities of our human suffering and you embrace us at all times. We remember
those who returned home from war, but who now live with you in your eternal care (especially name/s). We
thank you for being with them in difficult times and places, and for welcoming them into your peaceful
presence. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Veterans

God our shelter, in times of hardship and distress you remain faithful and continue to love us. We pray for those
who have fought and returned home, whose bodies, minds, and hearts carry the scars of war. We give you
special thanks for your protection of the veterans of this congregation and others dear to us (especially name/s).
We thank you for their safe return and for the ongoing healing you give them. Lord, in your mercy, hear our
prayer.

Those on active duty

God our deliverer, no matter what comes our way, your constant presence brings us calm. We pray for those
who serve in the military now (especially name/s). Protect them from all harm and bring them home to those
who love and miss them. Grant comfort and stability to those who await a possible deployment (especially
name/s). We thank you for their steadfast commitment to their fellow citizens and their bravery in difficult
times. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

Peace among the nations

God of all nations, through the prophet Isaiah you proclaimed a day when people will beat their swords into
plowshares and their spears into pruning hooks. Nation will not lift up sword against nation, neither will they
learn war any more. We pray for that day. We pray for your peace in all places and for all people. We pray for
leaders of all nations to work together and keep your people safe. Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
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May 2020, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

Happy Mother’s Day!
Mother’s Day is a time to celebrate the strong, loving women in your life. At Lutheran Services in Iowa
(LSI), we see thousands of Iowa moms through their journey to build the brightest future for their
children.
We see moms turning to LSI’s Behavioral Health Intervention Services to ensure their child is
receiving the coping skills and behavioral supports they need to thrive. In our Early Childhood
Services, we see first-time moms who are eager to join our parenting education classes and support
groups. In 2019, LSI’s Early Childhood programs provided support to 1,282 parents of young
children. We are so inspired to hear their stories and see their hard work pay off as they raise our
next generation.
As you celebrate Mother’s Day this year, remember how many Iowa moms are being empowered
because of your support. If you are looking for a way to honor your mother this year, please consider
making a gift in her name to LSI. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of
philanthropy and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly
serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities,
races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

Raising Healthy Families
As a child, Morgan had endured trauma no one should experience. Addiction, divorce, and difficult
family relationships all surrounded Morgan in her childhood home. When she found out she was
pregnant for the first time with her daughter, Sophia, Morgan was determined to never repeat the past
she grew up with.
She decided to enroll in LSI’s Early Childhood Services.
Every week, her LSI worker, Ashley, would bring age-appropriate toys and games for Sophia to play
with. She provided Morgan with educational resources to help her track Sophia’s development and
make sure her daughter was hitting all her important milestones. When Morgan welcomed her
second child, Nolan, Ashley was with her every step of the way. It was Ashley who noticed that Nolan
had developed a speech delay, and she helped Morgan connect with a speech therapist to correct it
early.
Sophia is now in preschool and loves telling her mom about her teachers, friends, and the new songs
she learned at school. Nolan is an active two-year-old who is learning new words every day. Morgan
is currently finishing her Registered Nursing degree, and she dreams of working in emergency care at
a hospital after graduation. And all the while, Ashley has been there to cheer them on.
“She’s been more than a worker, she’s been a friend when I’ve needed someone the most,” Morgan
says. “Being a new mom is hard. Having that extra person there, who doesn’t judge you, who doesn’t
see your flaws, who is just there to help you – you can’t put a price on that.”



Unapproved Minutes
SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL

MEETING
March 17, 2020

The council met with the following members present:
Bryan Paulsen, Kevin Reinking, Pastor Tami (via
remote), Nancy Clausen, John Hoppe, Kent Herbold,
Kevin Byers and Janelle Lewis Kevin Byers called the
meeting to order.
Pastor Tami read a prayer from All Will Be Well:  A
Gathering of Healing Prayers
Correspondence: We received some memorials in Larry
Gordon’s name.
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report was
approved with the correction that Elaine Droegmiller is
no longer on Harvest Ministry council; Annie Albers is
now on HM council.
John gave the treasurer's report from February. The
capital improvement fund has $4988.31.  The general
fund had an opening balance of -637.32.   There were
deposits of $4974.68 plus .10 interest and expenses of
$4317.99 leaving a balance of $656.79. Treasurer’s
report was approved as read.
Old Business:
Well, Septic and Chlorine:  Kevin said when fields are
firmed he will have the septic tank pumped out.
Harvest Ministry:  Annie Albers is Harvest Ministry
council president this year.  Danelle Sullivan is HM
treasurer and Janet Byers is HM secretary.  Lenten
offerings have been designated for camperships for
youth from both congregations.  Janelle said that we
wanted to target youth in grades 2-4 for camp.  There
are three-day camps available for children that may not
be comfortable being away from home for more than
that. There is also a possibility to have parents and other
adults join for an evening worship event at camp.
Vitality Team:  The congregational appreciation meal
was well attended.  Thanks to John and Missy for picking
up the food and cleaning up afterwards.
Church electrical:  New outlets for the TVs in the
sanctuary have been wired in.  Bryan said they would
try to do more work on March 19th.
There have been no new issues noted with the mice.
Tricia Hoppe's memorial:  John talked to someone in
charge of the ELCA’s Mission Investment Fund (MIF)
about placing the memorial money in their account to
draw more interest than what we are currently getting.

The Mission Investment Fund loans money to churches
and other ministries for capital expenditures and offers
different percent returns based on the time the money is
placed in the fund.  After discussion of the various
options available, Kevin Reinking moved that $50,000
portions be placed in the 2 year, 3 year and 4 year plans.
Janelle seconded.  Motion carried.
New Business:
Kent suggested we utilize recycling more at our chicken
dinner and other church meals.
Corona Virus:  The corona virus was discussed.
Governor Reynolds announced earlier in the day that
gatherings of over 10 people were prohibited in the state.
There is a baptism scheduled for the upcoming Sunday;
however, worship services will not be held at the church.
For the time being, worship will be virtual using
video/audio conferencing.  Pastor Tami suggested we
look at alternative ways to do ministry by utilizing
mailings to our members.  For Palm Sunday she
suggested having the palms and worship resources
placed outside the church for members to pick up.
Pastor Tami would like to have weekly check ins with
the councils during this time on Tuesday evenings.  Any
funerals will be family only.  Large, in-person gatherings
will have to wait.    Pastor Tami suggested that we could
come out stronger through this experience and it would
offer us more opportunities to minister to the community.
Her sermons could be placed online along with other
worship resources on the congregation's Facebook page.
The council discussed thoughts on closing the church
during this time.  Kevin Reinking made a motion that as
long as the governor's mandate is in effect, the church
building cannot be used for any public gatherings.  For
baptisms, the limit would be for immediate family and
sponsors not to exceed 10 people total.  Nancy seconded.
Motion carried.  Pastor Tami would like to have another
meeting next Tuesday at 6 pm.  Kevin Reinking moved
to have Pastor and John set up the virtual giving program
prior to the next Tuesday's check in meeting.  John
seconded.  Motion carried.  Pastor Tami said she would
put together a mailing to congregational members this
week.  Janelle will give council members a list of
members to check in with.
Our next meeting is April 21st at 6PM.
Nancy moved for adjournment and John seconded.
Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by Nancy Clausen, Secretary

SALEM NEWS



May Service Helpers
Deacon and Trustee and Communion
Assistants:

Deacon: Janelle Lewis
Trustee: Troy Bottorff

Prayers for Salem families and friends:

5/3/20 - Stacy Struve; Damielle Sudbeck; Nicole
Sudbeck; Tim, Cindy & Michael Sudbeck

5/10/20 - Tyler Sudbeck; Cliff, Danelle, Lauren &
Vivian Sullivan; Jeff & Christina Swanson

5/17/20 - Keith Swanson; Brooks & Jennifer Taylor;
Jerry Townsend; Mark & Anna Vestweber

5/24/20 - Joel Volkert; Nick, Alesha, Ashlyn &
Brennen Wamberg; Peter Zellmer

5/31/20 - Terry, Kelly, Brett, Jared & James Weaver;
Janice Anderson; Colt, Megan, Mya & Jay Baldwin

May Birthdays

1 Betty Meister
2 Jennifer Paulsen
3 Karen Burnham
7 Dave Reinking
21 Kayden Bottorff
22 Todd Bottorff
24 Mark Burnham
24 Brice Bollin
28 Braden Reinking
30 Kenzie Beeson
30 Nancy Clausen

May Anniversaries

3 Lewis and Janet Byers
25 Darwin and Kathy McGhee
25 Brent  and  Sandy Reinking
29 Dennis and Joan Reinking
27 Loren and Jo Hansen

Offering’s for April

 As of 4/25 $2553.00

SALEM NEWS

Soup Kitchen
Salem did not serve at the Soup Kitchen on April
28 because the Soup Kitchen is closed to
volunteers. Salem will serve July 28 at the Soup
Kitchen if everything is back to the new normal.

Blessing of Mothers

Gracious God, in love you have given us the gift of mothers.
Grant to each of them your power and grace.
Strengthen them in their mothering
with tenderness and understanding,
with compassion and joy.
Endow them with wisdom and knowledge
so that they might teach their children
how to live and how to love;
how to seek and pursue that which is right and true;
how to turn away from all that is hurtful and wrong.
Deepen their own faith
so that they might instill in their children a love for you
that will sustain and keep them their whole life long.
We ask this in Jesus’ name.

Amen.

From sundaysandseasons.com.

Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.



May
Lector: Ann Albers
Ushers: Jim & Ann Albers
Altar Care: Ann Albers & Brittany Boyle

Steve Galvin, Vaughn Heyer, Noelle Jacobs,
Casey Lindsay, Matthew Lundt, Austin Williamson
Sean Witcomb

Esther Circle
Wednesday, May 6th @ 1:30

Bible Study: Lana Lundt
Hostess: Lana Lundt

Update included

Women’s General Meeting
Wednesday May 20th @ 1:30 PM

Program: “Connecting with Nature”
Kate Koskovich

Hostess: Sandra Johnson
Stewardship Project: Fabric Kits

Watch for updates

The ladies will be quilting on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month starting at 9:00.
Anyone interested in helping is
welcomed.

May Birthdays
1 Vincent Susie
4 Steven Mohr

Megan Reinders
6 Matthew Lundt
12 Cody Porter

Gracie Volkert (Paulsen)
13 Janelle Lorenzen

Kevin Smith
14 Jered Jepsen
15 Jackie Heyer
16 Casey Krager
17 Cody Kurtz
18 Kristi Krager
19 Kymber Jepsen

Angela Putensen
Danya Wilde

20 Melissa Young
22 Elaine Droegmiller

Alysa Georgopoulos
24 Cauy Thomas
26 Joan Croxell
27 Kyle Krager
30 Constance Dau

May Anniversary

12 Travis & Nicole Deeds
29 Frankie & Brandon Deeds
30 Jessica & Kyle Baldwin
31 Gary& Nancy Merkel

Women’s May Bible study will be held
through the zoom room on May 6th @ 1:30.
Plan to join us. Any question contact Elaine
or Pastor.



St. John Lutheran Church Council Minutes
April 20, 2020

Call to Order: President Marshall Lundt called the
meeting to order at 6:35 p.m. (Virtual meeting)
Members present: Marshall Lundt, Pastor Tami
Groth, Marcia Schemmel, Lana Lundt, and Linda
Mathers

Devotions: Devotion and prayers were led by
Pastor Tami

Additions to the Agenda: Tithings and trees at
parsonage

Secretary's Report: Approved as presented.

Treasurer’s Report: Approved as presented.
YTD balances are as follows: church checking
account - $8,177.93, building fund - $22,416.27,
and church savings – $40,005.24. Discussion was
held regarding tithings not coming in, so may have
to transfer money from savings to meet monthly
expenses.

Pastor's Report: Discussed the schedule of virtual
church services for the month of May. Schedule
will be submitted in the newsletter along with
Pastor’s report.

Committee Repots:
Harvest Ministry: Harvest Ministry will be
meeting virtually Tuesday, April 28th at 6:30 p.m.
Worship: No report
Education: Discussed summer camps and VBS.
No final decisions have been made at this time.
Pastor is also working on possible virtual activities
for our youth from Spark Family Sunday
School/Sparkhouse.
Task Force: No report

Business:
1. Lawn Mowing: Levi Volkert has accepted a
full-time job; therefore, he will not be doing the
mowing and snow removal at the parsonage. Gavin
Wiig has been hired to replace him.

2. SW Gutter: The gutter company came out and
fixed the SW gutter on the church, as it had fallen
off.

3. Church Insurance Inspection: After
inspection of the outside of church, the company
will not insure the siding of the church, as it is slate.
Inspection of the parsonage showed attention is
needed on both the house and garage. They will not
do replacement value if there is damage to the roof.
Lana will follow up with insurance rep for
clarification.

4. Tithings: Linda made a motion for the council
to send out a letter to all parishioners regarding
tithings due to the fact that our offerings our down.
Marcia and Lana seconded.

5. Trees at parsonage: Because the apple and
cherry trees were rotting and falling down, they
have been removed. Thank you to the Dan Volkert
family, Dave Wiese, Tom Collins, Bill and Linda
Mathers for volunteering your time.

Next Meeting: May 18 at 6:30 p.m. (Virtual
meeting)

Adjournment: Marcia made a motion to adjourn at
8:00 p.m. Lana seconded. Meeting closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Council Secretary, Linda Mathers

Soup Kitchen
St John will not be serving
the soup Kitchen in May as
scheduled due the current
Covid 19.

Congratulations to
Jake and NaTasha
(Lewis) Sholty at the
birth of their son,
Tucker Lee. He was
born on April 18th.



Sunday, May 3, 2020 Fourth Sunday of Easter

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God……Amen.
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.

Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot
free ourselves. We have sinned against you in
thought, word, and deed, by what we have done
and by what we have left undone. We have not
loved you with our whole heart; we have not
loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the
glory of your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy…..Amen.
GATHERING SONG #619
I Know That My Redeemer Lives!
1 I know that my Redeemer lives!

What comfort this sweet sentence gives!
He lives, he lives, who once was dead;
he lives, my ever-living head!

2 He lives triumphant from the grave;
he lives eternally to save;
he lives exalted, throned above;
he lives to rule his church in love.

4 He lives to silence all my fears;
he lives to wipe away my tears;
he lives to calm my troubled heart;
he lives all blessings to impart..

8 He lives, all glory to his name!
He lives, my Savior, still the same;
what joy this blest assurance gives:
I know that my Redeemer lives!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the
earth. Mighty God of all creation, Father of
surpassing worth: we exalt you, we adore you, we lift
high our thanks and praise. Saints and angels bow
before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of
love. Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come
from heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us;

now you reign at God’s right hand. Hear our prayer;
restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we
call; Holy One in faith we name you, God most high,
yet near to all: Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in
the Father’s splendor bright. For the peace that we
inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY

FIRST READING: Acts 2:42-47
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 23

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:19-25
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving
word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until
our hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for
the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 10:1-10
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY # 502
THE KING OF LOVE MY SHEPHERD IS
1 The King of love my shepherd is,

whose goodness faileth never;
I nothing lack if I am his
and he is mine forever.

2 Where streams of living water flow,
my ransomed soul he leadeth
and, where the verdant pastures grow,
with food celestial feedeth.

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed,
but yet in love he sought me,
and on his shoulder gently laid,
and home, rejoicing, brought me.

6 And so, through all the length of days,
thy goodness faileth never.
Good Shepherd, may I sing thy praise
within thy house forever.



APOSTLES’ CREED (ELW p. 206)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin
Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified,
died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.* On
the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will
come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.

PEACE

OFFERING HYMN
We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686)
1 We give thee but thine own,

whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

4 And we believe thy word,
though dim our faith may be:
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,
we do it unto thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray. Blessed are you…..through Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,….we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe…..With this
bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:…..Grace our table
with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the
bread…..Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and
love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places….we praise
you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God…..through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.
Amen.

SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING SONG # 883
All People That on Earth Do Dwell

1 All people that on earth do dwell,
sing to the Lord with cheerful voice;
him serve with mirth, his praise forth tell;
come ye before him and rejoice.

2 Know that the Lord is God indeed;
without our aid he did us make.
We are his folk, he doth us feed,
and for his sheep he doth us take.

3 Oh, enter then his gates with praise;
approach with joy his courts unto;
praise, laud, and bless his name always,
for it is seemly so to do.

4 For why? The Lord our God is good:
His mercy is forever sure;
his truth at all times firmly stood,
and shall from age to age endure.

5 To Father, Son, and Holy Ghost,
the God whom heav'n and earth adore,
from us and from the angel host
be praise and glory evermore.

DISMISSAL



Sunday, May 10, 2020 Fifth Sunday of Easter
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God……Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought,
word, and deed, by what we have done and by what
we have left undone. We have not loved you with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us,
so that we may delight in your will and walk in your
ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy…..Amen.

GATHERING SONG Hymn # 389
Christ Is Alive! Let Christians Sing (v1,2,5)

1 Christ is alive! Let Christians sing.
The cross stands empty to the sky.
Let streets and homes with praises ring.
Love, drowned in death, shall never die.

2 Christ is alive! No longer bound
to distant years in Palestine,
but saving, healing, here and now,
and touching ev’ry place and time.

5 Christ is alive, and comes to bring
good news to this and every age,
till earth and sky and ocean ring
with joy, with justice, love, and praise.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…be with you all.

And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the
earth. Mighty God of all creation, Father of
surpassing worth: we exalt you, we adore you, we lift
high our thanks and praise. Saints and angels bow
before you; here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of
love. Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come
from heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us;
now you reign at God’s right hand. Hear our prayer;
restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we
call; Holy One in faith we name you, God most high,
yet near to all: Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in

the Father’s splendor bright. For the peace that we
inherit, glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING: Acts 7:55-60
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 31:1-5, 15-16
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 2:2-10
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving
word. Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our
hearts are stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the
good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: John 14:1-14
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY HYMN # 380
HALLELUJAH! JESUS LIVES! (V 1,4,5)
1 Hallelujah! Jesus lives!

He is now the Living One;
from the gloomy halls of death
Christ, the conqueror, has gone,
bright forerunner to the skies
of his people, yet to rise.

4 Jesus lives! Let all rejoice.
Praise him, ransomed of the earth.
Praise him in a nobler song,
cherubim of heav'nly birth.
Praise the victor king, whose sway
sin and death and hell obey.

5 Hallelujah! Angels, sing!
Join with us in hymns of praise.
Let your chorus swell the strain
which our feebler voices raise:
Glory to our God above
and on earth his peace and love!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the
right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the



resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.
Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
PEACE

MEAL
OFFERING HYMN
We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

4 And we believe thy word,
though dim our faith may be:
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,
we do it unto thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you…..through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,….we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe…..With this
bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from
death to life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:…..Grace our table
with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the
bread…..Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and
love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places….we praise
you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God…..through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
SENDING SONG Hymn # 367
Now All the Vault of Heaven Resounds

1 Now all the vault of heav'n resounds
in praise of love that still abounds:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Sing, choirs of angels, loud and clear!
Repeat their song of glory here:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

2 Eternal is the gift he brings,
therefore our heart with rapture sings:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Now still he comes to give us life
and by his presence stills all strife.
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3 Oh, fill us, Lord, with dauntless love;
set heart and will on things above
that we conquer through your triumph;
grant grace sufficient for life's day
that by our lives we truly say:
"Christ has triumphed! He is living!"
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4 Adoring praises now we bring
and with the heav'nly blessed sing:
"Christ has triumphed! Alleluia!"
Be to the Father, and our Lord,
to Spirit blest, most holy God,
all the glory, never ending!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

DISMISSAL



Sunday, May 17, 2020 Sixth Sunday of Easter
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God……Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved you with our whole
heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on
us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory
of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy…..Amen.

GATHERING Hymn # 408
Come, Thou Almighty King
1 Come, thou almighty King,

help us thy name to sing;
help us to praise;
Father all-glorious,
o'er all victorious,
come and reign over us,
Ancient of Days.

2 Come, thou incarnate Word,
merciful, mighty Lord;
our prayer attend.
Come and thy people bless,
and give thy word success,
and let thy righteousness
on us descend.

3 Come, holy Comforter,
thy sacred witness bear
in this glad hour!
Thou who almighty art,
rule now in ev'ry heart,
never from us depart,
Spirit of pow'r.

4 To thee, great One in Three,
eternal praises be
hence evermore!
Thy sov'reign majesty may we in glory see,
and to eternity love and adore.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…be with you all
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the
earth. Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing
worth: we exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our
thanks and praise. Saints and angels bow before you;
here on earth our songs we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of
love. Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come
from heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us;
now you reign at God’s right hand. Hear our prayer;
restore, forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we
call; Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet
near to all: Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the
Father’s splendor bright. For the peace that we inherit,
glory be to God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING: Acts 17:22-31

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 66:8-20

SECOND READING: 1 Peter 3:13-22

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are
stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that
you bring.

GOSPEL: John 14:15-21

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY HYMN #631
LOVE DIVINE, ALL LOVE EXCELLING
1 Love divine, all loves excelling,

Joy of heav'n, to earth come down!
Fix in us thy humble dwelling,
all thy faithful mercies crown.
Jesus, thou art all compassion,
pure, unbounded love thou art;
visit us with thy salvation,
enter ev'ry trembling heart.

2 Breathe, oh, breathe thy loving Spirit
into ev'ry troubled breast;
let us all in thee inherit;
let us find thy promised rest.
Take away the love of sinning;
Alpha and Omega be;
end of faith, as its beginning,
set our hearts at liberty.

3 Come, Almighty, to deliver;
let us all thy life receive;
suddenly return, and never,
nevermore thy temples leave.
Thee we would be always blessing,



serve thee as thy hosts above,
pray, and praise thee without ceasing,
glory in thy perfect love.

4 Finish then thy new creation,
pure and spotless let us be;
let us see thy great salvation
perfectly restored in thee!
Changed from glory into glory,
till in heav'n we take our place,
till we cast our crowns before thee,
lost in wonder, love, and praise!

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose
again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right
hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living
and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
PEACE

MEAL
OFFERING HYMN
We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

4 And we believe thy word,
though dim our faith may be:
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,
we do it unto thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
Blessed are you…..through Jesus Christ, our Savior and
Lord. Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,….we praise your
name and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,

God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe…..With this bread
and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to
life as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life…..Grace our table with
your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread…..Send
us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places….we praise
you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God…..through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING SONG Hymn # 543
Go, My Children, with My Blessing

1. “Go, my children, with my blessing, never alone.
Waking, sleeping, I am with you, you are my own. In my
love’s baptismal river I have made you mine forever. Go,
my children, with my blessing, you are my own.”

2. “Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and pure.
Here you learned how much I love you, what I can cure.
Here you heard my dear Son’s story, here you touched him,
saw his glory. Go, my children, sins forgiven, at peace and
pure.”

3. “Go, my children, fed and nourished, closer to me. Grow
in love and love by serving, joyful and free. Here my
Spirit’s power filled you, here my tender comfort stilled
you. Go, my children, fed and nourished, joyful and free.”

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919, alt.
Text © 1983 Concordia Publishing House

DISMISSAL



Sunday, May 24, 2020 Seventh Sunday of Easter
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God……Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy…..Amen.

GATHERING Hymn # 408
Crown Him with Many Crowns (V 1,3,4)

1 Crown him with many crowns,
the Lamb upon his throne;
hark, how the heav'nly anthem drowns
all music but its own.
Awake, my soul, and sing
of him who died for thee,
and hail him as thy matchless king
through all eternity.

3 Crown him the Lord of love--
behold his hands and side,
rich wounds, yet visible above,
in beauty glorified.
No angels in the sky
can fully bear that sight,
but downward bend their burning eyes
at mysteries so bright.

4 Crown him the Lord of life,
who triumphed o'er the grave
and rose victorious in the strife
for those he came to save.
His glories now we sing,
who died and rose on high,
who died, eternal life to bring,
and lives that death may die.

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: we
exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.
Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs
we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from
heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us; now you
reign at God’s right hand. Hear our prayer; restore,
forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to
all: Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s
splendor bright. For the peace that we inherit, glory be to
God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING: Acts 1:6-14
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 68:1-10, 32-35
SECOND READING: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11
Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are
stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you
bring.

GOSPEL: John 17:1-11

The holy gospel according to John. Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY HYMN #655
Son of God, Eternal Savior

1 Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race,
you our head, who, throned in glory,
for your own will ever plead:
fill us with your love and pity,
heal our wrong, and help our need.

2 As you, Lord, have lived for others,
so may we for others live.
Freely have your gifts been granted;
freely may your servants give.
Yours the gold and yours the silver,
yours the wealth of land and sea;
we but stewards of your bounty
held in solemn trust will be.

3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us,
King of love and Prince of peace;
hush the storm of strife and passion,
bid its cruel discords cease.
By your patient years of toiling,
by your silent hours of pain,
quench our fevered thirst of pleasure,
stem our selfish greed of gain.



4 Son of God, eternal Savior,
source of life and truth and grace,
Word made flesh, whose birth among us
hallows all our human race:
by your praying, by your willing
that your people should be one,
grant, oh, grant our hope's fruition:
here on earth your will be done.

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
PEACE

MEAL
OFFERING HYMN
We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

4 And we believe thy word,
though dim our faith may be:
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,
we do it unto thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Blessed are you…..through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,….we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe…..With this bread and
cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life:…..Grace our table with
your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread…..Send us
forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places….we praise you,
O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God…..through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS
BLESSING
SENDING SONG Hymn # 545
Lord, Dismiss Us with Your Blessing

1 Lord, dismiss us with your blessing,
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.

2 Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound.
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound.
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to your truth may we be found.

3 Savior, when your love shall call us
from our struggling pilgrim way,
let no fear of death appall us,
glad your summons to obey.
May we ever, may we ever
reign with you in endless day.

.
DISMISSAL
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CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Almighty God……Amen.

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one
another.
Most merciful God,
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word,
and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we
have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake of
your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us,
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will
and walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.
Amen.

God, who is rich in mercy…..Amen.

GATHERING SONG# 400
God of Tempest, God of Whirlwind

1 God of tempest, God of whirlwind,
as on Pentecost descend!
Drive us out from sheltered comfort;
past these walls your people send!
Sweep us into costly service,
there with Christ to bear the cross,
there with Christ to bear the cross!

2 God of blazing, God of burning,
all that blocks your purpose, purge!
Through your church, Christ's living Body,
let your flaming Spirit surge!
Where deceit conceals injustice,
kindle us to speak your truth,
kindle us to speak your truth!

3 God of earthquake, God of thunder,
shake us loose from lethargy!
Break the chains of sin asunder,
for earth's healing set us free!
Crumble walls that still divide us;
make us one in Christ our Lord,
make us one in Christ our Lord!

4 God of passion, God unsleeping,
stir in us love's restlessness!
Where the people cry in anguish,
may we share your heart's distress.
Rouse us from content with evil;
claim us for your kingdom's work,
claim us for your kingdom's work!

GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ…be with you all.
And also with you.

CANTICLE OF PRAISE
Glory be to God in heaven; peace, goodwill to all the earth.
Mighty God of all creation, Father of surpassing worth: we
exalt you, we adore you, we lift high our thanks and praise.

Saints and angels bow before you; here on earth our songs
we raise.

Glory be to Christ forever, Lamb of God and Lord of love.
Son of God and gracious Savior, you have come from
heav’n above; on the cross you died to save us; now you
reign at God’s right hand. Hear our prayer; restore,
forgive us; in your promise firm we stand.

Holy One we now acclaim you; Lord alone, to you we call;
Holy One in faith we name you, God most high, yet near to
all: Jesus Christ, with God the Spirit, in the Father’s
splendor bright. For the peace that we inherit, glory be to
God on high!

PRAYER OF THE DAY
FIRST READING: Acts 2:1-21

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

PSALM: 104:24-34, 35b

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 12:3b-13

Word of God, word of life. Thanks be to God.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW p. 205)
Alleluia! Lord and Savior: open now your saving word.
Let it burn like fire within us; speak until our hearts are
stirred. Alleluia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you
bring.

GOSPEL: John 20:19-23

The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.

The gospel of the Lord. Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY HYMN #396
Spirit of Gentleness
Refrain
Spirit, Spirit of gentleness,
blow through the wilderness calling and free;
Spirit, Spirit of restlessness,
stir me from placidness, wind, wind on the sea.

1 You moved on the waters, you called to the deep,
then you coaxed up the mountains from the valleys of sleep;
and over the eons you called to each thing:
"Awake from your slumbers and rise on your wings." Refrain

2 You swept through the desert, you stung with the sand,
and you goaded your people with a law and a land;
and when they were blinded with idols and lies,
then you spoke through your prophets to open their eyes.
Refrain

3 You sang in a stable, you cried from a hill,
then you whispered in silence when the whole world was still;
and down in the city you called once again,
when you blew through your people on the rush of the wind.
Refrain



4 You call from tomorrow, you break ancient schemes.
From the bondage of sorrow all the captives dream dreams;
our women see visions, our men clear their eyes.
With bold new decisions your people arise. Refrain

APOSTLES’ CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who
was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.* On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of
the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the
dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer.
PEACE

MEAL
OFFERING HYMN
We Give Thee but Thine Own (ELW 686)
1 We give thee but thine own,
whate'er the gift may be;
all that we have is thine alone,
a trust, O Lord, from thee.

4 And we believe thy word,
though dim our faith may be:
whate'er we do for thine, O Lord,
we do it unto thee.

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God of all creation…..in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

EUCHARISTIC PRAYERS

The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Lift up your hearts. We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy,….we praise your name
and join their unending hymn:

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heav’n and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
hosanna in the highest.

Blessed are you, O God of the universe…..With this bread and
cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life as we
proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life…..Grace our table with
your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.

Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread…..Send us
forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places….we praise you,
O God, blessed and holy Trinity, now and forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Life-giving God…..through Jesus Christ, our risen Lord.

Amen.
SENDING OF COMMUNION

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

SENDING SONG Hymn # 807
Come, Thou Fount of Every Blessing

1 Come, thou Fount of ev'ry blessing,
tune my heart to sing thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
While the hope of endless glory
fills my heart with joy and love,
teach me ever to adore thee;
may I still thy goodness prove.

2 Here I raise my Ebenezer:
"Hither by thy help I've come";
and I hope, by thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wand'ring from the fold of God;
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed his precious blood.

3 Oh, to grace how great a debtor
daily I'm constrained to be;
let that grace now like a fetter
bind my wand'ring heart to thee.
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it;
prone to leave the God I love.
Here's my heart, oh, take and seal it;
seal it for thy courts above.

Dismissal
Go in peace. Share the good news.
Thanks be to God.



Daily Lectionary and Bible Readings for May 2020

Read assigned scriptures, taking time
for meditation after each.  Then, offer
personal prayers/petitions.  Close with
the Lord’s Prayer.

5/1 - F:  Psalm 23; Exodus 3:16-22;
4:18-20; 1 Peter 2:13-17

5/2 - Sa:  Psalm 23; Ezekiel 34:1-16
Luke 15:1-7

5/3 - Su:  Acts 2:42-47; Psalm 23;
1 Peter 2:19-25; John 10:1-10

5/4 - M:  Psalm 100; Ezekiel 34:17-
23; 1 Peter 5:1-5

5/5 - Tu:  Psalm 100; Ezekiel
34:23-31; Hebrews 13:20-21

5/6 - W:  Psalm 100; Jeremiah
23:1-8; Matthew 20:17-28

5/7 - Th:  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16;
Genesis 12:1-3; Acts 6:8-15

5/8 - F:  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16;
Exodus 3:1-12; Acts 7:1-16

5/9 - Sa:  Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16;
Jeremiah 26:20-24; John 8:48-59

5/10 - Su:  Acts 7:55-60; Psalm
31:1-5, 15-16; 1 Peter 2:2-10;
John 14:1-14

5/11 - M:  Psalm 102:1-17; Exodus
13:17-22; Acts 7:17-40

5/12 - Tu:  Psalm 102:1-17;
Proverbs 3:5-12; Acts 7:44-56

5/13 - W:  Psalm 102:1-17;
Proverbs 3:13-18; John 8:31-38

5/14 - Th:  Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis
6:5-22; Acts 27:1-12

5/15 - F:  Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis
7:1-24; Acts 27:13-38

5/16 - Sa:  Psalm 66:8-20; Genesis
8:13-19; John 14:27-29

5/17 - Su:  Acts 17:22-31; Psalm
66:8-20; 1 Peter 3:13-22; John
14:15-21

5/18 - M:  Psalm 93; Genesis 9:8-
17; Acts 27:39-44

5/19 - Tu:  Psalm 93; Deuteronomy
5:22-33; 1 Peter 3:8-12

5/20 - W:  Psalm 93; Deuteronomy
31:1-13; John 16:16-24

5/21 - Th:  Acts 1:1-11; Psalm 47
or Psalm 93; Ephesians 1:15-23;
Luke 24:44-53

5/22 - F:  Psalm 93; 2 Kings 2:1-12;
Ephesians 2:1-7

5/23 - Sa:  Psalm 93; 2 Kings
2:13-15; John 8:21-30

5/24 - Su:  Acts 1:6-14; Psalm 68:1-
10, 32-35; 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11;
John 17:1-11

5/25 - M:  Psalm 99; Leviticus 9:1-
11, 22-24; 1 Peter 4:1-6

5/26 - Tu:  Psalm 99; Numbers
16:41-50; 1 Peter 4:7-11

5/27 - W:  Psalm 99; 1 Kings 8:54-
65; John 3:31-36

5/28 - Th:  Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus
19:1-9a; Acts 2:1-11

5/29 - F:  Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus
19:16-25; Romans 8:14-17

5/30 - Sa:  Psalm 33:12-22; Exodus
20:1-21; Matthew 5:1-12

5/31 - Su:  Acts 2:1-21 or Numbers
11:24-30; Psalm 104:24-34, 35b;
1 Corinthians 12:3b-13 or Acts 2:1-

21; John 20:19-23 or John 7:37-
39

A Daily Ritual:  Make the sign of the
cross, saying:  “In the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit.  Amen.”  Light a Candle, if so
desired.  Then say one of the two
prayers below:

Luther’s Morning Prayer:  “I thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all
harm and danger:  and I pray that you
would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You.  For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things.  Let Your
Holy angel be with me, that  the evil
foe may have no power over me.
Amen”

Luther’s Evening Prayer:  “I Thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this
day: and I pray that You would
forgive me all my sins where I have
done wrong and graciously keep me
this night.  For into Your hands, I
commend myself, my body and soul,
and all things.  Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.”
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