
Dear People of God of St. John Lutheran Cushing –  

Out of an abundance of care and concern for the health and well-being for our worshipping community, as well as 
the wider community we live among, we are immediately taking proactive steps to respond to and hopefully help 
mitigate the current outbreak of the Coronavirus pandemic causing the illness known as COVID-19. I have been 
working with council leadership as well as with my pastoral colleagues as we discern and pray about our most 
faithful response at this time.  

The St. John council decided today that we will NOT hold Sunday morning worship on Sunday March 15, 2020. The 
council is meeting Sunday morning to discuss our ongoing response moving forward. If you have any feedback you 
would like to share, please as always contact Pastor and/or one of our council members. 

I recommend that we all continue to follow recommendations by our health agencies such as: The Centers for 
Disease Control (CDC), World Health Organization (WHO), Iowa Department of Public Health (IDPH), and Siouxland 
District Health (SDH).  

I also recommend that we each take Sabbath time to rest each day and each week. That is time away from social 
media, news broadcasts, and so on. If you are looking for ways to spend your time at home, I encourage you to 
reach out to your neighbors, friends, and family via the telephone and even mailing cards as well as staying 
connected through email and social media. I also encourage you to prioritize time for Bible reading and payer. 

I will echo what we have heard from our health agencies here:  

• Practice social distancing not only for your own health, but also for the health of others as we attempt to mitigate the 
spread of this virus. This is generally interpreted as staying away from larger gatherings and keeping a social distance of 
6 feet apart even in smaller gatherings.  

• Wash your hands frequently, including before and after visiting any place where others are that you do not live with. 
This includes all public places.  

• Use hand sanitizer liberally (at least 70% alcohol) as directed. There are currently shortages of hand sanitizer. If you are 
in need of some or have some to donate, please let Pastor know. If you are self-quarantining at home you will not need 
to use hand sanitizer in such great quantities though I suggest having some on hand for visitors.  

• As always, please stay home if you are sick in any way, and do everything possible to care for yourself at this time.  

We will strive work together to communicate and find ways to worship and pray together in this time of anxiety. 
Please watch the prayer email list and FB pages for more updates on Pastor’s plans to connect with you all virtually.  

In the spirit of preparation and caring for one another, I would like to form a care team of people willing to 
coordinate and make phone calls to check in, to offer to pick up groceries or meds, and to provide home communion 
if that need arises. Please let me know if you are interested in volunteering to be a part of the care team. 

When the disciples were locked away in isolation after Jesus’s death out of fear, the resurrected Christ appeared, 
breaking down that barrier of fear and speaking the words, “Peace be with you.” In times of fear, the presence of 
Christ comes close to us and guides us towards ways of new life and healing where we once saw only sickness and 
death. As Christians striving to be faithful, are responses are always done in light of the presence of Christ. We do 
not respond from fear or panic, but from deep trust that life is stronger than death; love is stronger than fear. The 
peace that Christ gives includes the peace we share in caring for one another with works of love, and is a glimpse of 
the peace of God’s renewing and redeeming of the whole world, a vision of the Kingdom of God on earth as it is in 
heaven. Let us rest always in the peace of God, confident that a time of fear and anxiety does not change that vision, 
and perhaps clarifies how important faith in God’s abundant mercy and love has always been and still remains. 

Be of good courage because we are never alone. God has promised to be with us, and the Spirit of God upholds and 
sustains us in all times and places. Let us remain connected and adapt to the needs of circumstance in striving to 
remain always connected, especially when isolation becomes necessary to care for our neighbors. Let us be “little 
Christs” for one another, trusting boldly in the One Who is the healer of our every ill. 

Peace to You in Christ, 
Pastor Tami Groth  


