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March 19, 2020 
 
Following the recommendations released by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, in 
consultation with local Public Health officials, and in following the regulations put into effect on 
March 17, 2020 when Gov. Reynolds issued a State of Public Health Disaster Emergency the Church 
Councils of St. John Lutheran and Salem Lutheran met this week and approved the following: 
 

• All Worship services, meetings, and gatherings of any type are cancelled until further 
notice.  

o The decision will be reevaluated formally the week of April 13, 2020 when the 
current 30-day Iowa State of Public Health Emergency is set to expire.  

o Doors will be locked even if staff is onsite.  

• At Pastor’s discretion private pastoral care meetings can take place with all 
appropriate public health precautions in place. 

• Both Church councils will be reaching out to members via phone 

• Pastor Tami will reach out to members and friends of the congregations via phone, 
text, email, Facebook, YouTube, Zoom meetings, and sending mail via USPS. 

• We will actively seek ways to love and serve our community and our neighbors at this 
time. Please contact Pastor with service ideas.  

• We are actively working to create updated church directories and ways to connect with 
other another.  

o To be added to the email St. John prayer chain, please send your email address 
directly to Pastor Tami. 

o To be added to the Salem text messaging chain, please send the number to add 
to Pastor Tami. 

• Councils will meet virtually weekly to touch-base on how we are responding to the 
current needs of the community. 

Your questions and concerns are important to us! Please reach out to Pastor Tami Groth 
(608.385.9848 or Tami.HarvestMinistries@gmail.com) and/or the church councils. 
 
 

Eternal God, amid all the turmoil and changes of the world your love is steadfast and 
your strength never fails. In this time of fear, danger, and trouble, be to us a sure 
guardian and rock of defense. Guide all with your wisdom, comfort those in distress, 
and grant us courage and hope to face the future; through Jesus Christ, our Savior 
and Lord. Amen 

 


