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16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only
Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not

perish but may have eternal life.
17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world

to condemn the world, but in order that the world
might be saved through him.”

John 3:16-17

The verses I quote this month from the gospel of John
are so beloved that sometimes we take them for granted.
We also often quote verse 16 without remembering verse
17; however, I find that they most comforting when read
or recited together.

February is a month of transition in the church year as
we go from the time after Epiphany, when we hear
stories about Jesus’ identity being revealed, to Lent, a
season traditionally of repentance as well as preparation
for Holy Week and Easter. This connects to the ancient
tradition of having baptisms on Easter or in the Easter
season with Lent being the time of preparation for
baptism.

Throughout the last several months I have hinted that
during Lent we will talk about Compassion, and
indirectly we will; however, the assigned scripture
readings for Lent remind us that one of the reasons we
are called to lives of compassion for others and for
ourselves is because we are also called into times of
wilderness.

Synonyms for this wilderness, metaphoric or literal, may
include “desert” or times of being thirsty for God’s love
and compassion, “wasteland”, “rough country” or “back
woods” and even “chaos” as we seek the path to and
from God.

Throughout the Sundays in Lent we will connect with
the themes of Wilderness and Compassion through the
scriptures, our hymns, as well as art work, poetry,
prayers and more from Sanctified Art’s Wilderness Lent
resources. From these resources we hear (emphasis
mine):

Lent begins in the wilderness. The Spirit guides
Jesus into the wilderness where he comes face
to face with temptation and struggle. Yet, in his
forty days of fasting, resisting, and wandering,
Jesus is shaped and formed for ministry.
Similarly, through the wilderness of Lent, we are
invited to surrender to the wild leadings of the
Spirit. We rarely enter the wilderness willingly,
but hopefully through our wandering we
remember who we are and whose we are. The
wilderness can become sacred even if it remains
dangerous. There is no wilderness space too
harsh or threatening for God’s love. This Lent,
we welcome you to the journey.
(sanctifiedart.org)

I look forward to hearing how you connect to these
themes of wilderness and compassion throughout the
upcoming season of Lent. I’m also excited to explore
how we gather together as God’s family on Wednesdays
throughout Lent.

As we explore wilderness in general and as you
encounter your own times of wilderness in life, may you
remember the comfort that God sent his son into the
world not to condemn, but in order that the world God
so loves may be saved. And you, as part of that world
God loves, are also loved and salvation is for you.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Tami Groth
Text or call: 608.385.9848
Email: tami.harvestministries@gmail.com

HARVEST MINISTRY NEWS LETTER
February 2020

For Emergency Pastoral Care while Pastor Tami is away, please
contact our Care Coordinator, Janelle Lewis: 712.389.0199 (cell for
call/text)



Ash Wednesday, February 26, 2020
This year our Ash Wednesday services include a family-friendly 6 pm service at Salem and a traditional 7:30 pm
Ash Wednesday Worship at St. John. The following notes on this holy day that begins our season of Lent can be
used to prepare yourself for the worship service (or your child or grandchildren) as well as provide you a way to
reflect on the day if you are unable to attend a service that day.

On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and repentance. Marking
our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. At the same time, the dust traces the
life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. While we journey through Lent to return to God,
we have already been reconciled to God through Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while
we rejoice that “now is the day of salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the
fruits of mercy and justice in the world.

Prayer of the Day
Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the sins of all who are penitent.
Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all
mercy, full pardon and forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.

Ash Wednesday Readings and Psalm
Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 -- Return to the Lord, your God
Psalm 51:1-17 -- Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love. (Ps. 51:1)
2 Corinthians 5:20b--6:10 -- Now is the day of salvation
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 -- The practice of faith

Love Inside Out (Gospel message for Ash Wednesday)
Today’s liturgy holds together such a curious mix of words and actions. The prophet Joel’s ancient cry to return
to God with all one’s heart flows seamlessly into prayers of confession and on to a worship leader’s invitation to
keep a holy Lent, a sacred springtime for the soul. Heart-rending words then pierce any illusion concerning one’s
mortality, as ashen crosses are smudged on foreheads and all who have gathered are invited to “remember that
you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”

As we are thus marked (or wait to be so marked), the words of Jesus crash rather awkwardly when the gospel
begins, “Beware of practicing your piety before others . . .” (Matt. 6:1). The text continues, of course, asking us
to reflect on motives for such public practice. “Do not be like the hypocrites,” Jesus says (Matt. 6:5). Don’t
engage in any of these things in order to be praised or seen by others.

No, instead of playing to the crowd, in this gospel Jesus reminds us that actions of giving generously, praying
ceaselessly, and fasting are to be oriented toward a renewed inner being, not rooted in desire for external praise.
All the practices we associate with Lent help us lean into selves that are in the process of being renewed and
deepened in relationship with both God and neighbor.

Ash Wednesday’s jumble of dissonant words and actions helps us begin this season of sacred truth-telling
grounded in awareness of what is deathly and fragile, but also drawn more deeply into the abundance of God’s
steadfast love. The invitation to return to God with all our being welcomes us as we are: our whole selves
longing to be made new, always embraced by God’s saving love in Jesus.

From sundaysandseasons.com. Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.
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Prayer Concerns include our prayer request list: Nick Corey, Jamie Mohr Ummach, Connie
Dau, Danelle Sullivan, John (Buck) Jacobs, Jean Jensen, Roger Reinking, Pete Droegmiller,
Noah Petersen, Jim Droegmiller, Ardyth Heyer, John and Pat Myers

Prayer list open to anyone and updated as information is shared (list frequently changes after
the newsletter is published and those names will be shared in worship and in prayer list).

Please contact Pastor Tami directly to request pastoral care visits.

Please keep our homebound members in prayer including those in facilities:
Correctionville Specialty Care: LaVinna Wiese, Violet Rohlk, Connie Dau,
Whispering Creek in Sioux City: Wilma Bollin
Kingsley Specialty Care: Dorothy Struve, Hulda Anfinson
The Beck, Cherokee: Betty Stoneking
Morningside Rehab & Care Center, Ida Grove: Ardyth Heyer

Worship Times
Sundays

Salem 8:30
St John 10:30

Thank you for all of the Christmas gifts, cards, and
wishes I received. The gifts and Christmas wishes are
very much appreciated and help make the holiday
special.
– Pastor Tami Groth

Wednesdays in Lent!
We will again have fellowship & food starting at 6 pm; however this year we will immediately follow
that with a half hour of study time (breaking out into small groups, including some groups for our younger
members whenever possible). Then at 7 pm we gather all together for a 20 to 30 minute worship service.
You may join us for the entire 90 minute evening or if your schedule doesn’t always allow this, feel free
to join us for worship at 7.

March 4th we meet at St. John starting at 6 pm to start our Wednesday Lent series: All God’s Children:
The Church Family Gathers for Lent. Our worship then alternates between the two churches each week
(see entire schedule in the March newsletter).

PLEASE NOTE: The Salem Wednesday night program (currently called “Salem LIFT”) will continue
to meet EVERY WEDNESDAY in Lent. Adult volunteers will lead youth through a similar program on
the Wednesdays Pastors is at St. John. Confirmation students are expected to be there each Wednesday
and will assist in the worship leadership as their assignment for those weeks. These Wednesday nights
are meant for the entire family, and we encourage you to attend Wednesday at Salem as a family during
Lent (children / students will break out to be with teachers from approximately 6:30 to 7).
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SAVE the DATE – Sunday February 2ⁿ� & Lutheran Lakeside Camp Info!!!
A representative from Lutheran Lakeside Camp will join us during worship to talk about this ELCA outdoor
and retreat ministry. Join us to learn about the many activities and opportunities nearby Lutheran
Lakeside offers for families and individuals of all ages.

ALSO we will hear a bit about how their confirmation camp works, and Pastor Tami has reserved July 19��-
24�� to attend camp with our confirmation kids (AND kids of any age, including adults, can join in the
congregation time each day that week). Let’s see if we can send more kids to camp in 2020 than any
previous year! (Remember each congregation has scholarships available for attending camp!)

The Lutheran Lakeside mission as stated on their website (www.lutheranlakeside.com):
Rooted in Christ, Lakeside is a place of belonging where all people can find joy and purpose in God's
creation.

2020 Book club pics (subject to change)

February: Just Mercy: A Story of Justice by Bryan Stevenson
March: Being Mortal: Medicine and what matters in the end by Atul Gwande
April: Immortal life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot
May: Same kind of different as me by Ron Hall, Denver Moore, Lynn Vincent
June: Love Does by Bob Goff (not as easily available from Library)
July: Lots of Candles, Plenty of Cake by Anna Quindlen
August: Women Rise Up by Katey Zeh (not as easily available from Library)
September: Ordinary Grace by William Kent Krueger
October: The Bible Tells Me So by Pete Enns (not as easily available from Library)
November: Little Mercies by Heather Gudenkauf

Decemberà Bring one of your favorite books of the year and convince us we should read it!

Join us the 2nd Monday of each month at 6:30 pm at the Correctionville Library. Can’t make it? Read the
book and share your thoughts at another time, or request that we add a virtual book club.

THE EVENING BLESSING (From Luther’s Small Catechism)
In the evening, when you go to bed, you are to make the sign of the holy cross and say:
“God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit watch over me. Amen.”

Then, kneeling or standing, say the Apostles’ Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you wish, you may in addition
recite this little prayer as well:
“I give thanks to you, heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ your dear Son, that you have graciously protected
me today. I ask you to forgive me all my sins, where I have done wrong, and graciously to protect me tonight.
Into your hands I commend myself: my body, my soul, and all that is mine. Let your holy angel be with me,
so that the wicked foe may have no power over me. Amen.”

Then you are to go to sleep quickly and cheerfully.



Farewell to Alleluia
Our congregations keep with the ancient practice of fasting from singing or speaking “alleluia” during Lent. It’s
helpful to remind ourselves occasionally why we do this. The following is an excerpt from our denominational
resources about this practice. This year we will “bury the Alleluia” on Sunday February 23rd (Transfiguration of
our Lord Sunday and also the last Sunday after Epiphany).

Why bury the Alleluia?
Based on the Hebrew word, hallelu yah, meaning “praise the Lord,” alleluia has been a word of great praise to
God in the life of the church. Because of the penitential character of the Lenten season in the Western church,
singing or saying the word alleluia has historically been suspended during Lent’s forty days. The omission of
alleluia during Lent goes back at least to the fifth century in the Western church. The custom of actually bidding
it farewell, however, developed in the Middle Ages. The hymn “Alleluia, song of gladness” (ELW 318) contains
a translation of an eleventh-century Latin text that compares an alleluia-less Lent to the exile of the Israelites in
Babylon. The text then anticipates the joy of Easter when glad alleluias will return in all their heavenly splendor.

Along with a sung farewell to alleluia, some congregations have embraced the practice of physically burying the
alleluia. A banner or other visual presentation of the alleluia is crafted and then buried. This ritual practice can
be especially delightful and meaningful for children.

When do we bury the alleluia?
Alleluia is appropriately bid farewell on the Sunday preceding Ash Wednesday. This is the last Sunday when
alleluia will be used until the Vigil of Easter, or Easter Sunday for those congregations not holding a Vigil. The
burial of the alleluia could otherwise be the culminating activity at a congregational carnival (also known as
Mardi Gras or Shrove Tuesday) celebration just before Ash Wednesday.

When and how do we resurrect the alleluia?
If the alleluia was buried as part of worship on the Sunday preceding Ash Wednesday, the resurrected alleluia
may appropriately be carried in a festive procession during the hymn of praise or as part of the gospel procession
(if used) at the Vigil of Easter or on Easter Sunday. Accompany this by joyful singing of hymns/songs replete
with alleluias.

From sundaysandseasons.com.
Copyright © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved.

Spiritual Practices Corner: Books!
Some of the best spiritual practices combine learning and centering our hearts and mind on God. For some one
way to do this is through books. This is one reason I enjoy recommending various books for adults and children.
A spiritual practice you can share with you child, grandchild, godchild or any child is that of reading to them. I
encourage having multiple story Bibles as well as an easier to read complete Bible ready to read to young
children, and I also love how picture books can invite children into the story of God in new ways.

One set up picture books that I highly recommend are those by author Matthew Paul Turner. The books use
rhyme, poetic rhythm and gorgeous pictures that capture imaginations of all ages. You may have heard me
read some of these books to our kids during worship or on Wednesday nights. During 2020 I will add a full set
of these books to each congregation’s “library” (we don’t have official libraries, but you will be able to borrow
these). And if you love them as much as I do I encourage you to invest in your own. You can find out more at
http://matthewpaulturner.com/
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Fundraiser for
Crittenton Center

of Sioux City
Sunday,

Feb. 9, 2020
4:30-7:00 PM

Buffalo Alice on Historic Fourth.
All are welcome!

$12 for adult buffet, $5 for kids
4-10, kids 3 and under are free.
($30 maximum per household).

Please bring non-perishable food
items for the food ministries at St.
Thomas Episcopal and St. Luke

and First Lutheran Churches.



HARVEST MINISTRY NEWS LETTER

February 2020, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

Happy Valentine’s Day from LSI!
“We love because he first loved us.” 1 John 4:19
Lutheran Services in Iowa’s (LSI) mission is about love: responding to the love of Jesus Christ
through compassionate service. We give thanks for all the ministry partners, both individuals and
congregations, who help share this love for Iowa children, families, and adults!
We see this love in newly adopted children and their families, in teens who learn to trade self-harm
for self-worth, in Iowans with disabilities who are growing their independence and confidence, in new
parents who are raising strong and healthy families, and in so many other moments of joy. You can
help carry out our mission of hope and healing by giving a gift and showing love to the Iowa families
we serve. For more information, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church
relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Thank you for the love you share and create through LSI. Happy Valentine’s Day!

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly
serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities,
races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

“I Feel Like a Parent Now.”
When Harmony learned she was pregnant for the first time, she was excited, but apprehensive. She
didn’t know what to expect when raising her first child.
Harmony’s mother, Lois, helped her enroll in LSI’s Early Childhood Services, which provide parenting
education and resources to families of young children across Iowa.
While she was pregnant, Harmony participated in prenatal programming, which helped her maintain a
healthy pregnancy and ensure she had everything she needed when her baby was born.

When her daughter, Aya, arrived in October of 2018, Harmony and Lois began participating in LSI’s
Parent Education Program, where they now attend regular classes and connect with other families in
their community.

And at home, they receive weekly visits from their LSI Parent Educator, Amy. Each week, Amy brings
resources for Harmony and age-appropriate toys for Aya. They work together to monitor Aya’s
development, and Amy is teaching the family what to expect as Aya begins hitting her developmental
milestones.

“LSI helps you learn how to raise your baby and how to learn about being a parent,” Harmony says.
“Before, I felt like I was trying to swim, but I was drowning. I feel like a parent now.”



Salem Lutheran Church Pastor’s Report for 2019
⁹God is faithful (1 Cor 1:9a)

Looking back over this year I am indeed grateful and extremely joyful (our theme at last year’s annual meeting). As
we look both back and ahead at this year’s meeting we will focus on our response to God’s faithfulness, including
ongoing joy and gratitude. As we listen and respond to the readings for this day, including the gospel reading of John
1:29-42 we will also seek to invite others to “Come and see.” (from verse 39 of the reading). In summary we
proclaim, “God is faithful” and in response seek to faithfully invite others to “Come and see.”

Personally I give thanks for the congregation’s support this Spring in my transition from the TEEM program to my
ordination and call into Word and Sacrament ministry. The months since then have been times of great ministry and
some growth for this congregation, including our new Wednesday night programming.

Another major transformation at Salem this past year is the addition of television screens to our worship and
fellowship spaces. We have been integrating the screens with our worship since this fall and feedback received has
been overwhelmingly positive. This is another area where we can invite others to – come and see!

One area that fell short of my hopes for the year was the number of non-pastoral care visits I was able to do. I
attempted this via the “every member visit” initiative; however only those I approached personally scheduled visits,
and a full calendar prevented additional scheduling. This approach will be discussed with congregational and parish
leadership as we move into how to best build our mutual ministries this next year.

The informal visiting ministry that again this year proved to be helpful in building community was the “coffee with
pastor” times in Kingsley and Correctionville. The meeting times will resume after Easter in 2020, and I look forward
to continued community building and discussion time. I am also open to a similar evening time this next year for
those unable to make it during the day.

Our 2020 worship themes will build on both the themes mentioned above for this annual meeting and on our
congregational purpose statement as we respond to God’s great love and faithfulness by sharing Christ’s love with our
worship, friendship and gifts!

In closing, I would like to take a moment to thank the following:

· The Wednesday night team, including Deidre Bottorff, Pam Bottorff, Janelle Lewis, Janet Byers and all those they
have recruited to help at various times.

· The parents that have consistently brought their children and youth to Wednesday Nights
· The many council and other worship assistants that prepare the church for worship each week!
· Clark Byers for the enormous amount of work that went into the “screens” project as well as other technology

improvements in addition to his work as deacon and newsletter volunteer
· Nancy Clausen for her dedication to making sure we have worship music played weekly
· The entire Salem 2019 council, including President Bryan Paulson, for their leadership
· Our Harvest Ministry Council members, Danelle Sullivan, Janet Byers, and Janelle Lewis for their joint leadership
· Jennifer Paulson & Kevin Reinking for serving on the mutual ministry team
· Karen Burnham & Jo Hanson for the time, energy and caring they put into the prayer chain
· LaVonne and Kevin Byers for filling the oil candles
· Janelle Lewis and the Parish Education committee for their time and dedication to our educational programs
· Joan Reinking for coordinating the Soup Kitchen volunteers (& many other behind the scenes!)
· Karen Lund for coordinating the Kingsley Nursing home fellowship treats and many items for the women’s group
· Elaine Klingensmith for coordinating our noisy offering towards camp and other youth activities
Beyond this list, please know that I recognize that each of you contributes to Salem Lutheran in some way—thank
you! May we continue to see what God is calling us to do together in the coming year.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Tami
Annual written report submitted January 13, 2020



Unapproved Minutes

SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL
MEETING

December 17, 2019

The council met with the following members present:
Bryan Paulsen, Kevin Reinking, Pastor Tami, Nancy
Clausen, John Hoppe, Karen Lund, Kevin Byers and
Chuck Meissner
Bryan called the meeting to order.
Pastor Tami opened the meeting with a prayer.
Correspondence: We received a thank you note from
Diana Herbold for the church's Thanksgiving Day meal.
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report
was approved as read.
John gave the treasurer's report from November. The
capital improvement fund had an opening balance of
$10,808.11.  There was a check for $177.60 written to
the Correctionville Bldg. Center for paint for the
parsonage leaving a closing balance of $10,680.51.  The
general fund had an opening balance of $1174.58.  There
were deposits from offering of $4106.00 plus .13 in
interest.  Expenses were $4927.48 leaving a closing
balance of $423.23. Nancy made a motion to approve
the treasurer's report; Karen seconded.  Treasurer's
report was approved.

Old Business:

Well, Septic and Chlorine:  Quarterly sampling was
done on December 12th.
Harvest Ministry:  No updates.
Vitality Team:  Nothing new.
Video Equipment:  Money paid to the video project
totaled $4798.75.
Parsonage bathroom project is complete.  Bryan was
paid $3834.92 for parts/labor.
The church's motion sensor light needs replaced.
Tricia Hoppe's memorial:  there is no update to the
scholarship plan using Tricia's memorial money.

New Business:
The budget for 2020 was reviewed.  Karen Lund made
a motion and Kevin Reinking seconded to present a
budget of $71,255.05 to the congregation.  Motion
carried.
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Tami handed out her pastoral
highlights.  She will be on vacation Dec. 25-Jan 4.
Pastor Doug Dill will handle any pastoral emergencies.
Since we have pulpit fellowship with the United
Methodist Church, retired UMC pastor, Sheryl Ashley
has agreed to do pulpit supply for us. Pastor Tami would
like to have a policy for the video equipment written.
She also would like to put together a congregational life
group (involving LYO, parish ed, etc.).
Our next meeting is January 21st at 6PM.
Nancy moved for adjournment and John seconded.
Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by Nancy Clausen, Secretary

SALEM NEWS

Unapproved Minutes

SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL
MEETING

January 21, 2020

The council met with the following members present:
Bryan Paulsen, Kevin Reinking, Pastor Tami, Nancy
Clausen, John Hoppe, Karen Lund, Kevin Byers, Janelle
Lewis and Chuck Meissner
Bryan called the meeting to order.
Pastor Tami opened the meeting with 1st Corinthians
1:4-9 and John 1:35-42.  The council discussed the
readings.

Correspondence: None.
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report was
approved with one correction to the  2020 budget total.
John gave the treasurer's report from December. The
capital improvement fund had an opening balance of
$10,680.51.  There were dispursements of $5692.20
(rock from last summer, parsonage repairs, video
equipment) leaving a closing balance of $4988.31.  The
general fund had an opening balance of $423.23.  There
were deposits from offering of $7520.26 plus .24 in
interest.  Expenses were $7345.93 leaving a closing
balance of $597.80. Chuck made a motion to approve
the treasurer's report; Kevin Reinking seconded.
Treasurer's report was approved.  John said we had paid
$3500 in benevolence to the synod and still were short
$575.05 against our 2019 budget.  Kevin Reinking



moved and Karen seconded to pay $500.00 from the
fellowship fund to the synod toward our 2019
benevolence.  Motion carried.
Old Business:
Well, Septic and Chlorine:  No update.
Harvest Ministry:  No update.
Vitality Team:  Nothing new.
Church electrical:  No update.
Tricia Hoppe's memorial:  No updates but will discuss
at the annual meeting.
Congregational Appreciation Dinner:  As part of
congregational vitality it was emphasized that
congregations should hold an appreciation dinner for all
members for their work in support of the church.  The
idea is to hold a catered meal that everyone can attend
and not have to do the preparation of food, etc. After
discussion, the council decided we should hold our
appreciation meal on the evening of March 15th
(Sunday) at 5 pm.  John said he would get a quote from
HyVee on the cost of a catered meal.
New Business:
Annual meeting:  The council discussed agenda items
for the annual meeting.  The Wednesday night LIFT
program will be discussed in detail.

Pastor's Report:  Pastor Tami reported that she would be
attending the rural ministry conference in Dubuque
March 1-3.  Pastor Tami will be at Lutheran Lakeside
Camp the week of July 19th.  The director of Lutheran
Lakeside Camp, Britanny Swanson, will be at Salem on
Sunday, Feb. 2nd and at our Wednesday night LIFT
program on Feb. 12th.  On March 22nd, Pr. Richard
Hartman, from Food for the Poor will preach and teach
on that program.  Lenten services were discussed.  Ash
Wednesday, Salem has the 6 PM worship service.
Wednesday night LIFT classes will be held during Lent.
When services are at Salem, the children will attend and
when services are at St. John, learning events will take
place at Salem.  We will decide after Easter how long
the LIFT program will continue into the spring. Pastor
said she would like to make sure we have someone
attending synod assembly this year.  It is the first
weekend in May in Spencer.
Our next meeting is tentatively Februrary 18th at 6PM.
Nancy moved for adjournment and John seconded.
Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by Nancy Clausen, Secretary

Congregational Annual Meeting
January 26, 2020

President Bryan Paulsen called the meeting to order.
There were 27 voting members present.
Pastor Tami led the congregation in prayer.
Secretary’s Report: Nancy Clausen read the minutes
from the July 21, 2019 semi-annual meeting. Secretary's
report was approved as read.
Treasurer’s Report:  John Hoppe gave the treasurer’s
report.
2019 opening balance for the general fund  $3794.99

2019 total income              $60,033.57 (including
interest of $6.02)
2019 total expenses             $63,236.78
2019 ending balance for the general fund         $     597.80
Capital Improvement fund had an opening balance of
$12,870.239.  There were no receipts and disbursements
of $7881.92 leaving a balance of $4988.31.  Kevin
Reinking moved to approve the treasurer's report; Janelle
Lewis seconded.  Treasurer's report was approved.
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Tami expressed her gratitude to
members of the congregation for support throughout the
year.  She said that more adult assistance would be

SALEM NEWS

A prayer of Julian of Norwich (d. c. 1417)
God, of your goodness give me yourself, for you are sufficient for me. I cannot properly ask anything less than
to be worthy of you. If I were to ask less, I would always be in want. In you alone do I have all.
Amen.

A prayer of Mother Teresa of Calcutta (1910–1977)
Make us worthy, Lord, to serve our fellow human beings throughout the world who live and die in poverty and
hunger. Give them through our hands this day their daily bread, and by our understanding love, give peace and
joy.
Amen.



appreciated with the Wednesday night LIFT classes.
She said that LIFT classes would not stop during Lent.
Auxiliary reports were reviewed.   Janelle Lewis
reviewed the Parish Ed report including VBS and LIFT.
She said our Wednesday night LIFT program has
continued to grow throughout the year.  She thanked
everyone for the support so far but said it would be nice
to see more adults attend on Wednesday nights to meet
the kids and assist with activities.  Janet Byers is going
to pass a sheet around for people to sign up for meals.
Janelle said they welcome any feedback.   Lewis Byers
emphasized that the LIFT program needs the support of
the congregation to keep it going and to prevent the
adults helping from getting burned out.  He asked how
much support Parish Ed was going to get to help with
the program.  Bryan said that the council had increased
the budget for 2020 for Parish Ed to help with expenses.
Capital Improvement report was reviewed.  The
expenses from that account went to pay for parsonage
upgrades and the video equipment.
Other auxiliary reports were reviewed.
The 2020 budget was discussed.  Kevin Reinking made
a motion and Clark Byers seconded to approve a budget
of $71,536.05 for 2020.  Motion carried.
Karen Lund thanked everyone who prepares treats for
the nursing home when Pastor Tami is leading worship
there.

OLD BUSINESS
Tricia Hoppe's endowment was discussed.  The group
established at last year's annual meeting (Karen L, Jen
P., Lewis B. Janelle L. Danelle S.) has met to discuss
the endowment and how best to use it.  There were some
legal concerns about setting up a scholarship, so the
group discussed some other options.  One suggestion
was to pay for youth to attend camp or youth gatherings
but employ a point system as an incentive for the cost
of the event(s).  Another idea was to have community
projects throughout the year such as paint a house,
disaster help, help someone with a house payment, help
with school lunches, sponsor a family at Christmas,
assemble care packages at the elevator for farmers at
harvest, provide a welcome packet to new families, assist
a needy family with propane or electric assistance.
Another idea was to hire someone to run our VBS
program.  Or we could use funds to have a preschool at
our church.  If there are any suggestions, please get with
one of the committee members.

NEW BUSINESS
The 2020 church calendar was reviewed.  Nancy noted
that the correct date for the chicken dinner is March 29th.
There was discussion on whether Salem does have the
early Easter worship this year.
Jennifer Paulsen asked if the congregation could have a
new congregational pictorial directory done since the
last one was several years ago.  Jen and Danelle will
investigate it.
The ballot was presented.  Nancy noted that there was
an error on the ballot for nomination committee for next
year's annual meeting.  It should be the outgoing council
members-Karen Lund and Chuck Meissner.  There are
some open spots—one for harvest ministry council (at
large position), a council deacon and synod assembly
delegates.   Danelle Sullivan said she would serve
another term on Harvest Ministry council.  Kent Herbold
agreed to serve as a deacon and Elaine Klingensmith
said she would attend synod assembly.  Nancy Clausen
moved to elect those on the ballot; Clark Byers seconded.
The following members were elected:  Kent Herbold-
deacon; Troy Bottorff-trustee;  Harvest Ministry council
member (at large)-Danelle Sullivan; Financial Secretary-
Clark Byers; Parish Education-Janelle Lewis, Janet
Byers, Deidre Bottorff;  Memorial Committee-Karen
Lund; Soup Kitchen Coordinators-Dennis and Joan
Reinking; Altar Guild-Karen Lund and Nancy Clausen;
LYO sponsors-parents of HS youth; Synod Delegates-
Elaine Klingensmith; Bible Camp ambassador-LaVonne
Byers; Fellowship Committee-Bob/Carol Kabisch,
Nancy Clausen, Jana Hoppe, and Karen Lund;
Nominating Committee (outgoing council members)-
Karen Lund and Chuck Meissner.
Bryan asked if there was any new business.  Wilma
Reinking asked how much it would cost to get Salem's
picture on the church page of the Record newspaper.
Council will investigate it.  Dan Grabe asked when a
class would be held to show members how to use the
AED unit (defibrillator).   Kevin Reinking said he would
get training lined up.
Nancy Clausen moved for adjournment, Kevin Reinking
seconded. Motion carried.  Meeting was adjourned and
worship concluded with the Benediction.

Submitted by Nancy Clausen, secretary

SALEM NEWS



February Service Helpers
Deacon and Trustee and
Communion Assistants:

Deacon: Janelle
Trustee: Troy

February Lay readers

2/2/20 Janelle Lewis
2/9/20 Kevin Reinking
2/16/20 Nancy Clausen
2/23/20 John Hoppe

February Greeters

2/2/20 Janelle Lewis
2/9/20 Kevin & Susan
2/16/20
2/23/20 Kathy Hill, Alesha &
   Brennen

Prayers for Salem families
and friends:

2/2/20 - Jim Peterson; Pastor
Wayne Phannkuch; Tim, Bobbi,
Adam & David Pietz

2/9/20 - Jeff, Patty & Andy
Puttmann; Adam, Angie, Braden,
Bennett & Parker Reinking

2/16/20 - Brent, Sandy, Cole &
Allison Reinking; David & Peg
Reinking

2/23/20 - Dean & Jessica Reinking;
Dennis & Joan Reinking;
Dhanashree Reinking; Emily
Reinking

February Birthday

7 Colin Hoppe
24 Judy Krier
24 Dennis Reinking
28 Zoe Linn

Offering’s for November -
January

11/17 Current expense $1340.00
   Attendance 32

11/24 Current expense $641.00
    Attendance 25

12/1 Current expense $850.00
    Attendance 32

12/8 Current expense $1035.00
    Attendance 38

12/15 Current expense $1033.00
   Attendance 26

12/22 Current expense $1655.00
     Attendance 27

12/29  Current expense $1008.00
  Attendance 15

1/5 Current expense $795.00
  Attendance 26

1/12 Current expense $1140.00
   Attendance 25

1/19  Cancelled

1/26 Curreent expense $1148.00
     Attendance 36

SALEM NEWS

A Big Thanks

To the council of Salem for the
wonderful plant I received at

Christmas.  It was great to think of me.

God’s Blessing to All

Love Wilma Reinking

P.S. A special thanks to the wonderful
good of Salem coffee maker/cookie
providers for our Sunday Service.

Valentine’s Day Prayer
God of power and might,
Thank you for the gift of Love
This Valentine’s Day,
And for all the people
Whose love shines in my life.
Continue to fill
My heart with Your love
And let me share that love
With the world
This Valentine’s Day and always.
Amen.



⁹God is faithful (1 Cor 1:9a)

Looking back over this year I am indeed grateful and extremely joyful (our theme at last year’s annual
meeting). As we look both back and ahead at this year’s meeting we will focus on our response to God’s
faithfulness, including ongoing joy and gratitude. As we listen and respond to the readings for this day,
including the gospel reading of John 1:29-42 we will also seek to invite others to “Come and see.” (from
verse 39 of the reading). In summary we proclaim, “God is faithful” and in response seek to faithfully invite
others to “Come and see.”
Personally I give thanks for the congregation’s support this Spring in my transition from the TEEM program
to my ordination and call into Word and Sacrament ministry. Your prayers and participation at my Ordination
in May was meaningful not only to me personally, but also to the many from the greater church that were
present that day.
Our transitions in our education programs continue to evolve. This year we started rotating Sunday School
leadership each month rather than having the same teachers throughout the year. We also transitioned to a
confirmation program based on a 3-year curriculum covering Old Testament, New Testament and Catechism
each for one year, while integrating mentors and allowing for flexibility.
One area that fell short of my hopes for the year was the number of non-pastoral care visits I was able to do. I
attempted this via the “every member visit” initiative; however only a few of you scheduled visits. This
approach to visits as well as other ways to build relationship will be discussed with congregational and parish
leadership as we move into how to best build our mutual ministries this next year.
The informal visiting ministry that again this year proved to be helpful in building community was the
“coffee with pastor” times in Correctionville and Kingsley. The meeting times will resume after Easter in
2020, and I look forward to continued community building and discussion time. I am also open to a similar
evening time for those unable to make it during the day.

In closing, I would like to take a moment to thank the following:

· Sarah Ryan for baking our communion bread!
· All of the parents and other Sunday School volunteers this year!! It has been a wonderful year of transition as we

move toward monthly leadership for our weekly education times.
· Elaine Droegmiller for her work as the church secretary.
· Marcia Schemmel for our weekly worship music, technology assistance, worship planning assistance. Leading the

Chimes, assisting with the Sunday school music and Christmas Program and more!
· Lana Lundt for her work as the church treasurer, worship assistance, and all of her behind-the-scenes work!
· The entire St. John 2019 council, including President Elaine Droegmiller, for their leadership
· Our Harvest Ministry Council members, Elaine Droegmiller (treasurer!!), Jim Droegmiller, and Annie Albers for

their joint leadership
· Ellen Jolly & Bonnie Forbes for serving on the mutual ministry team
· Annie Albers for her work, dedication and passion for the youth group!
· Elaine Droegmiller and Nancy Merkel for coordinating the Soup Kitchen volunteers
· Cheryl Todd for coordinating the Care Team and leading participation as a Eucharistic minister
· St. John Women of the ELCA for leading monthly mission & stewardship projects and much more!
· St. John Quilting group!
Beyond this list, please know that I recognize that each of you contributes to St. John Lutheran in some way—thank
you! May we continue to see what God is calling us to do together in the coming year.

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Tami
Annual written report submitted January 23, 2020 to the St. John Congregation

St John News



February
Lector /Greeter: Gail Stanton
Ushers: Church Council
Altar Care: Mary Dreeszen & Bonnie Forbes

Steve Galvin, Vaughn Heyer, Noelle Jacobs,
Casey Lindsay, Matthew Lundt, Austin Williamson
Sean Witcomb

Esther Circle
Wednesday, February 5th @ 1:30

Bible Study: Lorraine Jepsen
Hostess: Lorraine Jepsen

Women’s General Meeting
Wednesday February 19 @ 1:30 PM

Program: “The Joy of Art” w/Linda Hefner
Hostess: Ruth Durham

Stewardship Project: Personal Care Kits

The ladies will be quilting on
the 2nd and 4th Wednesday of
each month starting at 9:00.
Anyone interested in helping is
welcomed.

February Birthdays
3 Debra Colshan

Vaughn Heyer
4 Kylie Reinders
5 Xavian Deeds

Kristin Ruppert
6 Gavin Wiig
7 Kellen Ludvigson
8 Luane Todd
11 Jill Brown

Susan Mohr
13 Brianna Colshan
14 Samantha Deeds

Terra Heilman
15 James Cunningham
16 Hannah Colshan

Jenna Deeds
Elvin Remmick

18 John Deeds
Emilee Droegmiller
Jean Jensen

19 Jadyn Mohr
20 Krimson Krager
21 Dylan Lewis

Scott O'Connell
Colten Rohlk

22 Eric Johnson
25 Bristol Baldwin
26 Hadden Witzke
28 Brian Rohlk

February Anniversary
6 Jayme & Zane Chwirka
8 Angela & Tony Heck
20 Vergil & Jackie Heyer

Jay & Angela Putensen

Monthly attendance and giving report:
Offering Attendance

01/05 $1316.00 38
01/12 $1370.00 27
01/19 snow no service
Needed to make budget weekly $1760.00



St. John Lutheran Church Council Minutes
December 16, 2019

Call to Order: President Elaine Droegmiller called
the meeting to order at 6:43 p.m.
Members present: Elaine Droegmiller, Lana Lundt,
Marshall Lundt, Jim Albers, Levi Volkert, Pastor
Tami Groth, and Linda Mathers
Devotions: Devotions led by Pastor, reading from
Autopsy of a Deceased Church - chapter 3, and
prayer.
Additions to the Agenda: Memorial Fund and
Portable Mic
Secretary's Report: Approved as presented
Treasurer’s Report: Approved as presented
YTD Balances are as follows: church checking
account - $15,244.03, building fund - $23,891.22,
and church savings – $39,988.46

Pastor's Report: Pastor gave an update on recent
ministry events, upcoming worship and ministry
events, gratitude, and prayer requests, and general
updates. Full report posted in back of church and
included in newsletter.
Committee Repots:
Harvest Ministry: no report
Worship: no report
Education: Finalizing and practicing for Christmas
program. It will be on December 24th at 7 p.m.

Business:
1. Computer: Elaine and Marcia have met with
Rick’s Computers and will be purchasing a new lap
top for $769 and the Microsoft Office Program for
$149. Possible additional costs may be added for
Windows 10, One Drive, and an Anti-Virus
Protection plan.
2. Council Replacements: A list of possible
candidates were discussed for consideration.
3. Memorial Funds: Discussion as to whether or
not the new guidelines are being followed. An
updated report needs to be turned into the council
by the January meeting.
4. Portable Mic: Lana made a motion to have
Pastor Tami speak with Marcia about checking into
purchasing a new portable mic. Linda seconded.

Next Meeting: Monday, January 20th at 6:30 p.m.

Adjournment: Lana made a motion to adjourn at
8:17 p.m. Jim seconded. Meeting closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Council Secretary, Linda Mathers

St. John Lutheran Church Council Minutes
January 20, 2020

Call to Order: President Elaine Droegmiller called
the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m.
Members present: Elaine Droegmiller, Lana Lundt,
Marshall Lundt, Jim Albers, Pastor Tami Groth, and
Linda Mathers
Devotions: Devotions led by Pastor, Read and
discussed Corinthian 1:4-9 and John 1:35-42,
stressing God is Faithful and Come and See. Also,
finished with the Prayer of the Day from the Second
Sunday after Epiphany.
Additions to the Agenda: Thank-you, Memorial
and Scholarship Fund Reports
Secretary's Report: Approved as presented
Treasurer’s Report: Approved with corrections
YTD Balances are as follows: church checking
account - $11,819.13, building fund - $23,895.66,
and church savings – $39,997.46

Pastor's Report: Pastor’s report will be included
in the Annual Report.
Committee Repots:
Harvest Ministry: no report
Worship: no report
Education: no report
Task Force: no report
Business:
1. Computer: A new lap top will be purchased
from Rick’s Computers along with an upgrade for
the office computer. The estimate is $1,360.
2. Council Replacements: Discussion held
3. Annual Meeting: St. John’s annual meeting
will be Sunday, January 26th at 10:30 a.m. It will be
a combination church service/meeting. Coffee and
rolls will be provided by council. Annual Agenda
was approved with corrections.
4. Budget: Marshall made a motion to approve the
2020 budget with corrections. Jim seconded.
5. Memorial Fund: Memorial Fund Report was
not approved because it does not meet new policy
standards.
6. Scholarship Fund: Lana made a motion to
approve scholarship fund report. Elaine seconded.
7. Thank-you: Thank you to Elaine Droegmiller
for serving on council for 6 years (the last 5 years
have been as president.)
Next Meeting: Monday, February 17th at 6:30
Adjournment: Lana made a motion to adjourn at
8:23 p.m. Elaine seconded. Meeting closed with
the Lord’s Prayer.

Council Secretary, Linda Mathers



To Our St. John Family-
Wow- a year has
passed! Last
November 30, 2018, at
4:15 pm our world
changed forever and our
journey began! Buck
was told he had a large

inoperable brain tumor-Glioblastoma grade
3 or 4. After the initial shock Buck said to
the dr.-‘well, if you can’t fix me I know who
can! God will take care of this for me!’.
Buck (we) have had a year of ups and downs
due to chemo, radiation , steroids - body
altering, tiredness, weakness for Buck. He
has been a fighter and continues to fight
back real well! We cannot thank each and
everyone of you enough for all of your
prayers, calls, texts, cards, visits,food,
attending our benefit in January and most of
all Prayers!! Our faith is carrying us through
each and every day!! We have been SO
overwhelmed by everyone’s generosity and
outpouring of love!! None of it has gone
unnoticed and is VERY appreciated!!
Bucks next appointment at Mayo for his
MRI, labs and dr visit is 12/5 and 12/6.
Prayers continue
To be welcome as our journey continues!!

Much love and God Bless you all-
Buck and Nancy Jacobs and family

Soup Kitchen
St John will be serving
at the soup kitchen on
February 19th. If you

are interested in helping contact
Nancy Merkel or Elaine at the office.

Baby Shower honoring
NaTasha Sholty will be Saturday, February 15,
from 1-4 in the church basement.

Worship Assistant
Worship assistant sign-up sheets are on
the back table. If you are able to help
either as lector, usher or be a greeter
this would help the worship committee
out. This is for the year starting in March
and will go through February of 2021
Thank You

Read the New Testament during the 40
days of Lent:



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Lector /Greeter:
Gail Stanton
Ushers:
Church Council

Altar Care:
Mary Dreeszen
&
Bonnie Forbes

1

2
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/HC

3 4 5
1:30 Esther Circle
4:15 Confirmation

6 7 8

9
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/HC

10
Harvest Ministry
Book Club, 6:30 @
C’Ville library

11 12
9:00 Quilting
4:15 Confirmation

13 14 15
Baby Shower
honoring
NaTasha  Sholty
1-4

16
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/HC

17 18 19
1:30 General Meeting
4:15
Confirmation
4:00 Soup Kitchen

20 21 22

23
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/HC

24 25 26
9:00 Quilting’
4:15 Confirmation

Ash Wednesday

27 28 29

February 2020
St John Contact Info
Elaine Droegmiller 384-2251
Newsletter contact email
stjohnlutheran@schallertel.net
Pastor Tami 608 385-9848 email
tami.Harvestministries@gmail.com



February 2020 - Salem
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

23 24 25 26 27 28 29

Salem Contact Info
Bryan Paulsen…..….712-540-5899
Council President
Newsletter Contact Clark Byers
Email cabetal@wiatel.net

Salem Lutheran Web Site:
http://salemlutheraniowa.com/
For additions to the bulletin contact
Pastor Tami  by Thursday at
tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
Text or call: 608.385.9848

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

LIFT Sunday
School 6:00 - 7:30

LIFT Sunday
School 6:00 - 7:30

LIFT Sunday
School 6:00 - 7:30

4th Sunday
after Epiphany

5th Sunday
after Epiphany

6th Sunday
after Epiphany

Transfiguration
of Our Lord

Salem Council
Mtg @ 6:00 pm

Newsletter Items
Due

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Ash Wednesday
6pm @ Salem
7:30pm @ St John

Book Club Meets
@ C’ville Library
@ 6:30pm

Remember the
first Sunday of
each month is
Noisy Offering



Daily Lectionary and Bible Reading February 2020

Read assigned scriptures, taking time
for meditation after each.  Then, offer
personal prayers/petitions.  Close with
the Lord’s Prayer.

2/1 - Sa:  Psalm 15; Micah 3:1-4;
John 13:31-35

2/2 - Su:  Micah 6:1-8; Psalm 15;
1 Corinthians 1:18-31; Matthew
5:1-12

2/3 - M:  Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 1:1-
18; Philemon 1-25

2/4 - Tu:  Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 2:1-
16; James 5:1-6

2/5 - W:  Psalm 37:1-17; Ruth 3:1-
13; 4:13-22; Luke 6:17-26

2/6 - Th:  Psalm 112:1-9 [10];
Deuteronomy 4:1-14; 1 John 5:1-5

2/7 - F:  Psalm 112:1-9 [10]; Isaiah
29:1-12; James 3:13-18

2/8 - Sa:  Psalm 112:1-9 [10]; Isaiah
29:13-16; Mark 7:1-8

2/9 - Su:  Isaiah 58:1-9a [9b-12];
Psalm 112:1-9 [10]; 1 Corinthians
2:1-12 [13-16]; Matthew 5:13-20

2/10 - M:  Psalm 119:105-112;
2 Kings 22:3-20; Romans 11:2-10

2/11 - Tu:  Psalm 119:105-112;
2 Kings 23:1-8, 21-25;
2 Corinthians 4:1-12

2/12 - W:  Psalm 119:105-112;
Proverbs 6:6-23; John 8:12-30

2/13 - Th:  Psalm 119:1-8; Genesis
26:1-5; James 1:12-16

2/14 - F:  Psalm 119:1-8; Leviticus
26:34-46; 1 John 2:7-17

2/15 - Sa:  Psalm 119:1-8;
Deuteronomy 30:1-9a; Matthew
15:1-9

2/16 - Su:  Deuteronomy 30:15-20
or Sirach 15:15-20; Psalm 119:1-8;
1 Corinthians 3:1-9; Matthew 5:21-

37

2/17 - M:  Psalm 119:9-16; Exodus
20:1-21; James 1:2-8

2/18 - Tu:  Psalm 119:9-16;
Deuteronomy 23:21—24:4, 10-15;
James 2:1-13

2/19 - W:  Psalm 119:9-16;
Proverbs 2:1-15; Matthew 19:1-12

2/20 - Th:  Psalm 2; Exodus 6:2-9;
Hebrews 8:1-7

2/21 - F:  Psalm 2; Exodus 19:9b-
25; Hebrews 11:23-28

2/22 - Sa:  Psalm 2; 1 Kings 21:20-
29; Mark 9:9-133

2/23 - Su:  Exodus 24:12-18; Psalm
2 or Psalm 99; 2 Peter 1:16-21;
Matthew 17:1-9

2/24 - M:  Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55;
Exodus 33:7-23; Acts 7:30-34

2/25 - Tu:  Psalm 78:17-20, 52-55;
1 Kings 19:9-18; Romans 11:1-6

2/26 - W:  Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 or
Isaiah 58:1-12; Psalm 51:1-17;
2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10;
Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21

2/27 - Th:  Psalm 51; Jonah 3:1-10;
Romans 1:1-7

2/28 - F:  Psalm 51; Jonah 4:1-11;
Romans 1:8-17

2/29 - Sa:  Psalm 51; Isaiah 58:1-12
Matthew 18:1-7

A Daily Ritual:  Make the sign of the
cross, saying:  “In the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit.  Amen.”  Light a Candle, if so
desired.  Then say one of the two
prayers below:

Luther’s Morning Prayer:  “I thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all
harm and danger:  and I pray that you
would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You.  For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things.  Let Your
Holy angel be with me, that  the evil
foe may have no power over me.
Amen”

Luther’s Evening Prayer:  “I Thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this
day: and I pray that You would
forgive me all my sins where I have
done wrong and graciously keep me
this night.  For into Your hands, I
commend myself, my body and soul,
and all things.  Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.”
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