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Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
--Philippians 4:4

Our Thanksgiving Eve service this year is at 7 pm at
Salem and will include not only a worship service based
on giving thanks and praise, but also the joyful sounds
of our kids singing in the service! There has been much
rejoicing throughout our fall as various fall classes and
events have begun or continued. While Sunday morning
worship remains a central part of our community life,
we are also learning together that our membership and
active participation in congregational life extends
beyond Sunday mornings, and in some cases may
primarily take place in activities at other times
throughout the week.

Fall is a uniquely busy time in church life as we not only
have additional events, classes, meetings and services,
but are also planning for Advent and Christmas, creating
budgets for next year, prayerfully inviting new
leadership onto councils and committees, and preparing
to fill out required congregational reports. Additionally,
I have requested a list from each church council of
“active participants” (rephrased from active members so
that those actively participating in the life of the
congregation can be counted even if not officially a
church member).

Additionally, this year we have been reaching out with
the opportunity to what I call “every member visits” for
lack of a better term. I put it in quotes in hopes to draw
your attention to the phrase and explain that this is not
only an opportunity for official church members, nor is
it a requirement for members (though if you realized
how helpful it is to my pastoral leadership perhaps you
would more readily sign up).

All of this leads me to reflect on membership and “active
participant” as relevant and useful terms in our
congregations. The definition of “church member” has

been and continues to evolve as does “active member.”
Although I could not find it to quote, I remember being
told that currently “active” church attendance is
considered attending approximately monthly, or at least
12 times a year. I was shocked when I first heard that. I
am no longer shocked. On the other hand there are those
frequently present in our worship services that do not
consider themselves members. Additionally, there are
many in our community that, though not homebound,
do not attend worship services even 12 times a year, and
I’m continuing to learn more about this more hidden part
of our congregations. If you identify with that “inactive”
membership status, I would love to get to know you more
through a personal visit.

However, the most interesting “active participants” to
me this fall are those that connect and fully belong to
our faith communities, but are unable to attend Sunday
morning worship due to scheduling conflicts, and still
have the desire to actively participate in the community
of Christ as volunteers as well as in fellowship with one
another. This is a discovery that I give special thanks for
this fall. The Holy Spirit is at work in so many ways here
in this place and time, and yet we are still trying to find
language for how it is happening. Counting “active
participants” and not limiting participation to Sunday
mornings is one way that we are adapting.

Continual adaption, seeking our purpose in God’s
mission, will lead us to the abundance God provides for
us daily – all that is needed to do the work God has called
us to do. As we do that hard work of adapting to serve
God and our neighbors in today’s world alongside the
work of ongoing reformation, I invite you to consider
yourself first a member of the body of Christ, even as
we together discern what activity and membership in our
churches mean in a changing world. And as we show up
together to love and serve God and our neighbors, may
we do so rejoicing always!

Yours in Christ,
Pastor Tami Groth
Text or call: 608.385.9848
Email: tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
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Pastor Tami’s Pastoral Update(Highlights)
October 21, 2019

A few of the many Recent Ministry Events:
· Salem LIFT Wednesday nights meal & ministry (LIFT – Living in Faith Together for preschool and
 up!)

· Virgil Jensen Funeral at St. John October 14, 2019

· Reformation Day worship services!

Upcoming Worship & Ministry Events:
· November 3��à All Saints Sundayà Join us as we remember the Communion of Saints with

moments of remembering those baptized and confirmed this past year, as well as those who
died this year.

· Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service Wednesday November 27�� at 7 pm at Salem:

· Advent begins Sunday December 1��à traditionally Advent is a time of waiting; this year as we
prepare for Christmas we will focus on what can not wait!

Gratitude!:
· The leadership of all three of our councils

· Our many worship and education volunteers

· The many who volunteer time and talents at our funeral services and luncheons

· The staff at both churches that clean the building and keep the grounds clean and tidy.

· Our Eucharistic ministers that continue to visit our homebound members

Prayer Requests:
· Salem Wednesday night LIFT gatherings

· Confirmation students, mentors, parents, and all assisting this year

· All those grieving

· For our Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas special worship services and events.

· All of our confirmation students and for the upcoming “Confirmation Together” events in Sioux
 City.

General Updates:
· Pastor on Vacation weekend of November 10�� and the week after Christmas.

· “Every Member” Visits continue. See note elsewhere in the newsletter for more information.
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Prayer Concerns: Nick Corey, Jamie Mohr Ummach, John (Buck) Jacobs,
Danelle Sullivan, Jean Jensen, Pete Droegmiller, Diane Wiener, Noah Petersen,
Connie Dau, and Jim Droegmiller.

Prayer list open to anyone and updated as information is shared. Please contact
Pastor Tami directly to request pastoral care visits.
Please keep our homebound members in prayer including those in
facilities:
Correctionville Specialty Care: LaVinna Wiese and Violet Rohlk
Whispering Creek in Sioux City: Wilma Bollin
Kingsley Specialty Care: Dorothy Struve and Hulda Anfinson
The Beck, Cherokee: Betty Stoneking
Morningside Rehab & Care Center, Ida Grove: Ardyth Heyer

Harvest Ministry Meeting Notes
October 2, 2019

The Harvest Ministry Committee held a Special
Meeting on October 2 starting at 6:30 at Salem.
Janelle Lewis called the meeting to order with
Elaine & Jim Droegmiller, Annie Albers,
Danelle Sullivan & Janet Byers present to work
on the budget for the coming year.

Our next meeting will be held on November 5
@ 6:30 at St. John's.

Respectfully submitted,
Janet Byers

Worship Times
Salem 8:30

St John 10:30

Joint Thanksgiving Eve
Service

Salem 7 pm

7 pm Wednesday November 27th.
All are welcome as we join together to worship and give thanks
and praise to God the night before Thanksgiving.
All are welcome!



Monthly Educational Forums being planned
Pastor Tami is planning monthly educational forums to be held one Sunday a month on individual
specific topics such as: Baptismal Vows, Creeds, church doctrinal and social statements, Holy
Communion, Lutheran Confessions, and other topics ranging from those you may not have had an
opportunity to discuss since your own Confirmation classes to topics that may be newly relevant in
today’s world. Watch future newsletters for more details, including dates and times, and contact Pastor
to suggest specific dates or topics to consider.

OUR FORUMS FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR ARE TENATIVELY SET FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY
EACH MONTH.

· November 24th – noon at St. John – Advent: What, Why and How we Celebrate the
church season of Advent
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“Every Member Visits”
Please watch for more information and sign up sheets at each church for “every member visits” that will
happen from this fall through next Spring. Pastor Tami invites each member or even friends of the
congregation that have not yet joined to meet with her to build relationships, share joys and concerns, and
connect with the larger ministries of the congregations.

Visits can be with an entire family, couple, one-on-one or other small group that makes sense to the
individual scheduling it. Although pastoral care concerns can be shared, these are not primarily pastoral care
visits. Each person participating in these visits will also be invited to fill out a brief survey so that
information can anonymously be shared with councils (only those participating in the visits will be filling
out these surveys). Visits will be scheduled for an hour.

Sign up sheets will be posted at the beginning of September in the entry/gathering areas of each church;
however, you can also contact Pastor Tami directly to sign up for a time that works for you. We will begin
by scheduling times in September, October and early November, and then will resume with visits after
Easter for the end of April, May and June. (Visits between those times can be scheduled directly with Pastor
but we will not have sign up sheets).

The goals of these visits is simply to build and strengthen relationships between members while discerning
our mutual ministry goals as the people of God in this time and place. Active members and church
leadership may be called upon to assist in scheduling meeting times with our inactive members. If you have
questions, please let Pastor Tami know. (608.385.9848 call/text)
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Notice
No newsletter will be published for
January.  All January information
will go in a December - January
newsletter to be published the end
of November.  So anything you
want published for January will
need to be in by  November 20th.

Harvest Ministry Monthly book club discussion
Who: All adults welcome!

What: We will discuss approximately one book a month. Books available on your own or Pastor will
coordinate ordering.
When: 2nd Monday of the month (Nov. 11th and Dec. 9th)
Where: Correctionville Library meeting room
Novemberà We wrap up discussion of Dear Church by Rev. Lenny Duncan
December focus on kids’ books (no prep needed), and we will select a combination of fun and
challenging books for the next year.

November 3rd

For Emergency Pastoral Care while Pastor Tami is away, please
contact our Care Coordinator, Janelle Lewis: 712.389.0199 (cell for
call/text)
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Harvest Ministry Monthly book club discussion

Who: All adults welcome!
What: We will discuss approximately one book a month. Books available on your own or Pastor will
coordinate ordering.
When: 2nd Monday of the month beginning Oct 14th

Where: Correctionville Library meeting room
Notes: First meeting intro to first book; November continue discus first book; December focus on kids’
books (no prep needed), and we will select a combination of fun and challenging books for the next
year.

First Book Selection: Dear Church: A Love Letter from a Black Preacher to the Whitest
Denomination in the U.S by Rev. Lenny Duncan. ($15 to order your own copy)

Make Advent and Christmas
more meaningful.

Beginning December 1st, read one chapter
of the book of Luke each evening.  Maybe
before leaving the supper table with each
family member taking turns reading.  You
could even include lighting an Advent
wreath while reading. There are 24
chapters. On Christmas Eve you will have
read an entire account of Jesus’s life and
wake up Christmas morning knowing
WHO and WHY we celebrate.

Thanksgiving Prayer
Heavenly Father, on Thanksgiving Day
We bow our hearts to You and pray.
We give You thanks for all You've done
Especially for the gift of Jesus, Your Son.
For beauty in nature, Your glory we see
For joy and health, friends and family,
For daily provision, Your mercy, and care
These are the blessings You graciously share.
So today we offer this response of praise
With a promise to follow You all of our days.
—Mary Fairchild

A prayer for Veterans Day
Almighty and ever-living God, we give you thanks for the men and women who have served and
defended our country and the values of freedom and justice we hold so dear. Help us be mindful
of the sacrifices they made, and the hardship endured by their families and friends, so that we
never take for granted the privileges they have secured for us. Hear us, we pray, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen.
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National Adoption Month

November is National Adoption Month, a time to honor families who have opened their hearts and
homes to children in need. For LSI, it is a time to celebrate the families we support through Foster
Care and Adoption, and to raise awareness for the hundreds of Iowa children in need of a safe, loving
home.

In 30 counties across western Iowa, LSI Foster Care and Adoption recruits, licenses, and supports
foster and adoptive families to ensure every Iowa child grows up in a safe, stable environment.

But more work needs to be done. According to the most recent federal data, more than 100,000
children in the U.S. are waiting to be adopted from foster care, and thousands of teens age out of
foster care every year without a permanent family. To learn more about supporting Iowa children in
foster care, visit LSIowa.org/Foster, or contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy and church
relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563.676.2065.

Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly
serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities,
races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at www.LSIowa.org and www.facebook.com/LSI.iowa.

A Growing Family
Lindsey and Andrea were no strangers to foster parenting. Their older brother fostered children for 10
years, and they were inspired by his drive and passion for supporting vulnerable children. Until
recently, they hadn’t seen themselves as foster parents. But something in their hearts told them they
were needed.
“It’s been on our hearts for a lot of years, and we have the room and love,” Andrea says. “It’s
something we knew we could do and it’s needed.”
The two sisters decided to become licensed foster parents earlier this year through LSI Foster Care
and Adoption. Now, they are caring for children in foster care at the same time. Lindsey and Andrea
regularly meet up to support one another and ensure the children can connect and feel less alone
during the most vulnerable time in their young lives.

“It’s been so important to have a connection to another foster family,” Lindsey says. “The kids can
see they’re not different. There are other children in their same situation.”

Meanwhile, they are busy building a strong bond with the children’s birth families. Lindsey says foster
parenting is a way for them to give a child stability while also nurturing their whole family.

Lindsey and Andrea have also found support from other local foster families. They are there for each
other, offering a shoulder to lean on when anyone needs an extra boost on the difficult days.

“There is a need for foster families in Iowa, and there is so much good that comes out of fostering,”
Andrea says.



Lutheran Disaster Response
Lutheran Disaster Response brings God’s hope, healing and renewal to people whose lives have been
disrupted by disasters in the United States and around the world. When the dust settles and the headlines
change, we stay to provide ongoing assistance to those in need.

“We recognize that every disaster is local. Because of this, we believe every response needs to be rooted in
the community; we work to accompany that community from immediate relief through long-term recovery.
In our international work we partner closely with companion churches and other Lutheran and ecumenical
relief agencies to make sure local needs are being addressed and met. In the United States, we work through
our extensive affiliate network and other partners to address these same concerns.”

Learn more and donate at: https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Relief-and-Development/Lutheran-Disaster-
Response/How-We-Work
Or make checks payable to “Lutheran Disaster Response” and mail to:
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, P.O. Box 1809, Merrifield, VA 22116-8009
OR
Make checks payable to your congregation, write “Lutheran Disaster Response” in the memo line, and place
your gift in the offering plate.

LDR also regularly seeks adult volunteers to help in their mission: https://www.elca.org/Our-Work/Publicly-
Engaged-Church/Volunteer/Disaster
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Fall Coffee with Pastor Dates:
November Coffee times will be November Monday 4th and Thursday 7th

Mondays we always meet in Correctionville and Thursday in Kingsley. After
November we will be on hiatus until late next Spring; however, other seasonal
fellowship times will be available in both Advent and Lent.

“The baby, the star, and the wise men: a story of gifts and radical gratitude.
 Joy to the world!”
― Diana Butler Bass, Grateful: The Transformative Power of Giving
Thanks



SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL
MEETING

September 17, 2019

The council met with the following members present:
Nancy Clausen, Kevin Byers, Bryan Paulsen, Chuck
Meissner, Pastor Tami Groth, Karen Lund, John Hoppe,
Janelle Lewis and Kevin Reinking.
Bryan called the meeting to order.
Pastor Tami opened with devotions from Luke 16:1-13
and the council discussed what they noticed/wondered.
The group prayed the prayer of the day for September
22.
Correspondence: None.
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report
was approved.
John gave the treasurer's report from August. The capital
improvement fund had a balance of $12,870.23.  The
general fund had an opening balance of $2352.23.  There
were deposits from offering, VBS and the 125th fund
of $6462.77 plus .41 in interest and expenses of
$4614.62 leaving a closing balance of $4200.79.
Treasurer's report was approved.  The council discussed
where the VBS offering should go.  After discussion,
Karen moved that the money be given to the Tanzanian
girls school for scholarships.  Janelle seconded.  Motion
carried.   John said he has issued $1703.00 to Clark for
purchase of some of the visual equipment for the church.
John said he hasn't talked to the bank yet about how to
set up the capital improvement fund as an interest
bearing account.
Old Business:
Well, Septic and Chlorine:  Nancy took the quarterly
bacterial sample and annual nitrate sample.
Harvest Ministry:  Bryan asked what the balance was in
the Harvest Ministry account.  Janelle said there is a
balance of $27,800.65.  With increases to Pastor Tami's
benefits, monthly expenses will increase by about
$400.00.  Harvest Ministry council will be meeting in
October to go over a preliminary budget to present to
both congregations.

Vitality Team:  The council discussed when the best
time to do a volunteer meal would be.  After discussion,
it was decided the first Sunday in December (Dec.1)
would be best.  Karen suggested that we find a group of
people (4H or other group) that would be looking for a
way to earn money to act as cooks/servers for the meal.
She will ask around to see if anyone is interested.  The
meal will be paid for from the fellowship fund.
Video Equipment:  Clark has purchased the laptop and
portable TV for the video project.  Pastor Tami said we
would be using both a little bit in September 22nd
worship service.
Janelle said there were no takers on parent date night
(Sept. 14th).  She plans to offer it next on the 3rd
Saturday of October.
New Business:
The pew that is in the hallway in the basement will be
placed in the upper narthex across from the
bathroom/elevator.  The bulletin board will be moved
to a more visible spot in the lower narthex.
Our parsonage renter has moved out.  Kevin Reinking
suggested we get the REC account back in the church's
name.  Kevin Reinking said he would mow the lawn this
week; John said he would mow if Kevin couldn't.
Pork chop dinner was a success.  Nancy didn't have total
raised as of meeting time but thought we had served over
160 people (including carryouts).  The council voted to
send Wayne a thank you and a gift certificate to Texas
Roadhouse.  Nancy will purchase and send to Wayne.
We are still having electical problems in the upstairs of
the education unit.
Church windows need attention.  John said he would
purchase the putty to repair them.
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Tami handed out her pastoral
highlights.  She would like the council to compile a list
of active members.  She talked about upcoming fall
convocation and other activities.
 Next meeting is October 15th at 6PM.
Nancy moved for adjournment and Bryan seconded.
Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Submitted by Nancy Clausen, Secretary
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Special Meeting of Salem Lutheran
Council-October 13th

The council met after worship on October 13th.
Present were Bryan Paulsen, Nancy Clausen, John
Hoppe, Kevin Reinking, Janelle Lewis, and Chuck

Meissner.  Bryan said that Diedre Bottorff was
interested in renting the parsonage.  Janelle moved and
Chuck seconded to rent the parsonage to Diedre.
Specifics will be discussed at the council meeting on
October 15th.  Nancy moved for adjournment and John
seconded.  Meeting adjourned.



SALEM NEWS
Unapproved Minutes

SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL
MEETING

October 15, 2019

The council met with the following members present:
Nancy Clausen, Kevin Byers, Bryan Paulsen, John
Hoppe, Janelle Lewis and Kevin Reinking.
Bryan called the meeting to order.
Pastor Tami was not present due to illness.  Nancy
opened with a prayer.
Correspondence: None.
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report was
approved with noted corrections to the treasurer's report.
John gave the treasurer's report from September. The
capital improvement fund had an opening balance of
$12,870.23.  There was a check for $403.42 written for
the swing set leaving a closing balance of $12,466.81.
The general fund had an opening balance of $4200.79.
There were deposits from offering and NEW Coop
dividend plus .66 in interest of $4829.04 and expenses
of $6665.85 leaving a closing balance of $2363.98.  The
REC will be put back in the church's name.  Kevin
Reinking moved to approve the treasurer's report and
Kevin Byers seconded.    Treasurer's report was
approved.
Old Business:
Well, Septic and Chlorine:  Kevin said he would get the
septic tank pumped out.
Harvest Ministry:  Harvest Ministry council approved a
preliminary budget for 2020 of $89,790.   Salem's share
will be $2900 per month.  Janet Byers and Janelle Lewis
will remain on the Harvest Ministry council in 2020;
Danelle Sullivan's term is up unless she agrees to stay
on for a second term.

Vitality Team:  There were no updates.
Video Equipment:  Video equipment has been installed.
There are some wires that need to be installed, probably
this winter.  John paid Clark for the equipment purchased
out of the remainder of the 125th committee bank
account ($429.61) and out of the capital improvement
fund ($1608.70).
Parent Date Night:  There will not be one in October,
but one will be offered in November.
Sunday School:  We are using the LIFT curriculum on
Wednesday nights from 6-7:30 pm with a light supper
before class.  Janelle said there has been a very positive
response.  There were 18 kids at the October 9th class.
Diedre Bottorff is teaching the pre school-Kindergarten
students;  Janelle Lewis is teaching elementary students
and Pastor Tami is teaching the confirmation students.
New Business:
Parsonage rental:  Bryan met with Diedre Bottorff.  She
has agreed to clean up and paint the interior of the
parsonage and mow the lawns.
Nancy did send a thank you and gift card to Wayne.
The council briefly discussed what to do with the
proceeds from the pork chop dinner but decided to hold
off to decide.
The church's vacuum needs replaced.  The council will
get pricing on a new commercial vacuum.
The council discussed the status of the scholarship fund
from Tricia Hoppe's estate.  The group has not met yet
but Bryan was going to see if they could meet sometime
in the next two weeks after worship.
 Next meeting is November 19th at 6PM.
Kevin Reinking moved for adjournment and Kevin
Byers seconded.  Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by Nancy Clausen, Secretary

THANKSGIVING DAY MEAL AT SALEM
Salem will once again be offering a free Thanksgiving meal on November 28th in the church’s
fellowship hall to those who have no plans.  We will provide the turkey, potatoes/gravy, stuffing,
and beverages and ask those attending to bring a side-dish of their choice to share.  We will serve
from 11 AM-1 PM.  In order to know how much food to prepare, we are requesting that you RSVP
to Karen Lund (375-5269) or Nancy Clausen (373-5273) or text 712-251-6538 by Monday,
November 25th if you are planning to attend.



November Service Helpers
Deacon and Trustee and
Communion Assistants:

Deacon: Janelle Lewis
Trustee: Chuck Meissner

November Lay readers

11/3/19 Clark Byers
11/10/19 Polly, Dani,Chuck
11/17/19 Nancy Clausen
11/24/19 Betty Meister

November Greeters

11/3/19 Brennen & Kathy
11/10/19 Lewie & Janet
11/17/19 Brian Aman
11/24/19 Betty & Wilma

Prayers for Salem families
and friends:

11/3/19 - Diana Herbold; Chad,
Amy, Kayla and Tyler Hill; Kathy
Hill

11/10/19 - Jeff & Teresa Hilzinger;
Laura Hinkhouse; Paul & Judy
Hinkhouse; Colin Hoppe

11/17/19 - Jana & Catelyn Hoppe;
John Hoppe; JoAnn Irwin; Gary &
Dillon Janssen

11/24/19 - Jeff, Sue, Ryan, Jennifer
& Randy Janssen; Larry Janssen;
Eric Kabisch

November Anniversaries

18 David & Peggy Reinking
19 Brice & Kristi Bollin

November Birthdays

1 Ravyn Anderson
1 Lowell Seggerman
6 Randi Bollin
9 Joan (Roger) Reinking
12 Kathy Hill
14 Kevin Meissner
14 Jessica Reinking
15 Shelby McBride
15 Elaine Klingensmith
17 Ralyn Byers
21 Loren Hansen
21 Brantlee Smith
25 Kris Bollin

Offering’s for September -
October

9/29 Current expense $891.00
   Attendance 25

10/6 Current expense $725.00
    Attendance 24

10/13 Current expense $1416.00
    Attendance 37

10/20 Current expense $705.00
    Attendance 28
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Thanks to the 5 KP students for
cleaning up the rest of the flower
beds around the parsonage on
September 30. The school does
service projects as part of
Homecoming.

We welcomed Grayson
Michael Briggs to the people
of God of Salem Lutheran
through the sacrament of
baptism on October 19th.
Grayson is the son of Andy
and Karley Briggs. We invite
you to remember Grayson
and his family in your prayers.
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All Saints Sunday 2019 – November 3��!
This year in addition to specifically remembering those who have died and therefore completed their baptism
this last year we will also together remember those that have come before us and in doing so have passed on
their faith to us and many. We also remember and give thanks for those newly baptized into Christ and
welcomed into this congregation this year!

Those saints who have died this year from our community: Jackie Herbold and David Klingensmith

Baptized this year:
Grayson Michael Briggs on October 19, 2019
Jed Kenneth Rowe on September 14, 2019
Brylee Sue Lewis on March 3, 2019

Thanksgiving Eve Worship is at 7 pm at Salem
Join us as we give thanks and praise to God, listen to our children singing, and reflect on our live in
Christ in gratitude and grace.

Kids’ Christmas Program 2019!
Join us on Wednesday December 18�� at 7 pm for our Kid’s Christmas
Program.
While still inviting families to participate in our Christmas Eve service, we
also want to invite the children that have been attending our Wednesday
LIFT nights (and anyone still wanting to attend before the Christmas
Program!) and their families to hear the Christmas story and celebrate
together. We are hoping that our youngest children will share Christmas
Joy in song and then celebrate with a Birthday Party for Jesus together,
and we can all have cake afterwards.

Our Christmas Eve worship service will again be a family-friendly service and
include a “silent nativity” as the gospel is proclaimed in scripture readings and
song. Children (and any adults that want to join!) are invited to arrive early to
change into their costume. Those in costume will enter the sanctuary at the
beginning of the service and remain for the first 15 minutes or so.

Salem Christmas Eve – Family Worship Service at 5:30 pm will again include a “silent nativity”
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Salem Wednesday Night LIFT & More!(Living in Faith Together*)

Our Wednesday night faith formation continues this fall with some special events planned for this
holiday season. We continue to regularly meet Wednesdays from 6 to 7:30, start with a light meal,
and then have times of learning, playing, singing and more! (See our note on needed volunteers if
you are interested in supporting this program with your time.)

· Wednesday November 27th at our 7 pm Thanksgiving Eve Worship Service the kids will be
singing at this service as we joyfully give thanks to God!

· Wednesday December 18th at 7 pm we are having our Salem Kid’s Christmas Program!! Kids
will begin practicing songs and their Christmas play during our Wednesday nights on
November 6th. All are invited!!!

The People of God in this time and place – working together to love God and love our neighbors --
Discerning our gifts and calls to ministry is an ongoing journey we take with God’s accompaniment.
There are some very specific needs in our congregation at this time that I invite your prayers and
consideration as we seek to live into the work God has given us to do:

· Leadership positions on council, parish ed and more
· Nursery and Preschool faith leaders to teach, lead crafts, sing songs and play with our

youngest members on Wednesday evenings (you do not need to volunteer each week)
· Table “parents” or leaders for Wednesday nights to lead table conversations, help kids with

manners, and if possible to stay after the meal to simply be present with the kids. We are
especially inviting the men of the congregation to consider this ministry opportunity. (Talk to
Pastor Tami for more information).

· Wednesday night kitchen helpers: We can have the food there for you to prep and serve, or
you can bring a meal to have ready to serve by 6 pm. We are hoping to start a sign up sheet
or rotation for Wednesday night (simple) meals.

· Faith Story Tellers: Do you have a faith story to tell? Please share with us, formally or
informally, on a Sunday or Wednesday.

· Worship Committeeà Drop into the next meeting or become a permanent member as we
seek feedback and plan future worship services and special events.

· Worship Technology Assistant: In order to have our technology flow seamlessly in our services
we need additional members trained on playing the pre-recorded organ music and on
operating the worship power-point slides for our screens.

· Behind-the-scenes help: We are always appreciate of those that help in numerous ways
behind the scenes, and right now if you have gifts for putting together a power point
presentation that would be helpful in order to continue using the screens during worship.



November
Lector/Usher/Greeter Sunday School
Altar Care: Michelle Volkert &

Cheryl Todd

Steve Galvin, Vaughn Heyer, Noelle Jacobs,
Casey Lindsay, Matthew Lundt, Austin Williamson
Sean Witcomb

Esther Circle
Wednesday, November 6@ 1:30

Bible Study: Ellen Jolly
Hostess: Ellen Jolly

Women’s General Meeting
Wednesday November 20 @ 1:30 PM

Program: “Sharing a Personal Keepsake”
Hostess: Sandy Johnson

Stewardship Project: Soles for Souls

Quilting has started. The ladies
will be quilting on the 2nd and
4th Wednesday of each month
starting at 9:00. Anyone

interested in helping is welcomed.

November Birthdays
2 Jayme Chwirka

Daxton Kurtz
3 Brianna Witzke
4 Violet Rohlk
7 Lana Lundt
8 Jay Putensen
10 Arlo Hummel
11 John Heilman
12 Jim Albers

Sandy Johnson
14 Tricia Wiese
15 Cassidy Cunningham

Tom Henrichsen
18 Cheri Prange
21 Tatum Heck

Kathleen Mohr
22 Avery Lundt
23 Ellen Jolly

Betty Stoneking
24 Ardyth Heyer

Brayden Miller
26 Annette Rohlk
29 Lenore Meyer

November Anniversary
7 Juwillis & Wendy Jepsen
11 Lon & Sharon Wilde
17 Bonnie & Bonnie Beerman
24 Jim & Elaine Droegmiller

Monthly attendance and giving report:
Offering Attendance

09/29 $931.00 43
10/06 $1165.00 34
10/13 $1006.00 38
10/20 $ 2055.60 48
10/27
Needed to make budget weekly $1760.00



St. John Lutheran Church Council Minutes
October 21, 2019

Call to Order: President Elaine Droegmiller called
the meeting to order at 6:35 p.m.
Members present: Elaine Droegmiller, Lana Lundt,
Levi Volkert, Pastor Tami Groth, Marshall Lundt,
Jim Albers, Linda Mathers, and Harvest Ministry
representative Ann Albers
Devotions: Devotions led by Pastor, Prayer for
Reformation, Jeremiah 31:31-34, and Prayer of the
Day
Additions to the Agenda: Church Safety, Harvest
Ministries proposed budget, and Harvest Festival
Secretary's Report: Approved as presented
Treasurer’s Report: Approved as presented
YTD Balances are as follows: church checking
account - $4,918.19, building fund - $4,696.75
and church savings - $9,980.41

Pastor's Report: Pastor gave an update on recent
ministry events, upcoming worship and ministry
events, gratitude, and prayer requests. Full report
posted in back of church and included in newsletter.
Committee Repots:
Harvest Ministry: Discussed Harvest Ministry
proposed budget for 2020 which was presented by
Ann Albers.
Education: Still in need of volunteers to teach
Sunday School for the following months: March,
April, & May.
Worship: Worship committee will meet Wed.,
October 30th at 10 a.m.

Business:
1. Insurance: Discussed cost and coverage.
2. Church Safety: Discussion
3. Harvest Festival: Harvest Festival will be held
Saturday, November 23rd with supper at 5:30 p.m.
and auction at
7:00 p.m. Youth will provide the supper.

Next Meeting: Monday, November 18 at 6:30 p.m.

Adjournment: Jim made a motion to adjourn at
8:24 p.m. Lana seconded. Meeting closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Council Secretary, Linda Mathers

Soup Kitchen
St John will be serving
at the soup kitchen on
November 20th. If you

are interested in helping contact Nancy
Merkel or Elaine at the office.

Thanksgiving Eve
Service will be held
at Salem @ 7:00 on

Wednesday
November 27th.

We extend our sympathy
to the family of Virgil
Jensen who passed away
on October 10th. His
funeral was held on
Monday, October 14th.

We also extend our sympathy to Betty
Stoneking at the passing of her sister
Janice Terry who passed away October
21st.

We welcome, Robert Don
O’Connell, son of Scott &
KayCee O’Connell to the
family of St. John Lutheran

Church as he was baptized into our
shared Christian faith on October 20th.



ST. JOHN WOMEN of the ELCA
October 16, 2019

The Women of St. john met on October 16th

at 1:30 p.m. 10 members were present and the
presenter, Larry Joines and his wife, from Faith
Lutheran church in Sioux City, Ia.

Cheryl Todd presented the speaker who is in
charge of Mercy Meals of Siouxland. Mercy Meals
of Siouxland packages and donates fortified rice/soy
meals for hunger and starving children worldwide.
Millions are at risk of starvation and death. How
can we help? The 4th Saturday of the month at the
church, they package the food; there are six
servings in each bag. Volunteers from churches,
schools, 4-H, colleges, etc. help at the church. You
can give funds; their budget is $30,000 a year- all in
donations. It cost 62cents for 6 meals. You can
package and you can pray. The Orphan Grain Train
from Norfolk, NE, picks up and delivers the meals
worldwide. Consider making Mercy Meals a part of
your life.

The Table prayer was sung. Elaine
Droegmiller served a delicious pumpkin dessert
with candies and “crunchies.” Coffee was served.
Larry and his wife joined us.

President Cheryl Todd brought the meeting
to order at 2:40. The secretary read the minutes and
they were approved as read. Sandra Johnson
presented the treasurer’s report. Balance on hand
8/31/19- $555.07. Income- $24.00. Expenses-
$10.00. Balance- 9/30/2019- $569.07. A motion to
approve the treasurer’s report was made by Elaine
Droegmiller and seconded by Geri Susie. Motion
carried.
Correspondence:

· A letter from LSI thanked us for the $50.00
we donated coats for the winter season.

· A letter from the Food Bank of Siouxland
wanting a donation.

· An invitation to WELCA to register for the
Gathering 2020 in Phoenix AZ.

Bills: No bills
Old business:

· Cheryl reported on the HWY Cluster
Meeting in Holstein Saturday. The room
was furnished with bright fall colors; the
brunch was a tasty egg bake with all kinds
of goodies and a delicious fruit cup. Sheriff
Wade Harriman gave a presentation on how

to protect ourselves from scams and fraud.
It was very informational.

· Carafe tops could not be found on line. A
motion to buy 3 new ones was made by
Elaine Droegmiller and seconded by
Lorraine Jepsen. Motion carried. Cheryl will
take care of it.

· A thank you was given to Lana and Jim
Cunningham for helping deliver LWR
packages to K&B in South Sioux, City. Ellen,
also, took a SUV load.

· Discussion was held on sharing part of the
LWR donations to the Orphan Grain Train so
they can be distributed in the US. Tabled
until next meeting.

New Business:
· Discussion on Methodist new shoe program

for children.
· Remember November as Soles for Souls

month.
The November meeting is November 20th at
1:30 p.m. The program is “Sharing a Personal
Keepsake” The hostess is Sandra Johnson (or
Jackie Heyer).

Sandra read the devotions and the meeting
closed with the Lord’s Payer.
Ruth Durham, secretary

November Mission
Project

During the month of
November we will be
collecting “Soles for
Souls”. All kinds of shoes can be
donated from sandals to work shoes.
Shoes can be new or gently used.
Please clean them of dirt before
bringing them. Pairs of shoes are
preferred but single ones can also be
used. Clean out your closets and bring
us your unused shoes.



Pastor Groth, St John church family and Salem Church family,
I want to Thank-You all for keeping me in your prayers during and after my recent surgery. I
have truly been blessed through the entire ordeal. Recovery is going very well, and the tumor
was benign. THANK-YOU GOD!
Thank-you for your prayers, cards and support. May God bless all of you, as He has me.

Jim Cunningham

Thank you to everyone for all the prayers, cards, phone calls and visits for Virgil and I. Thank
You also for all your thoughtfulness at Virgil’s passing. Thanks to Pastor Tami for the nice
service and words of comfort. We appreciate all the cards, memorials, flowers, food and the
ladies who helped serve the lunch at the funeral. THANKS AGAIN!

Jean Jensen and Family

Baptized this year: Deaths this year:
Blake Joan Ludvigson Maude Schemmel
Andrew Dameon Ryan Lewis Reyman
Jaide Cheyanne Ryan Deloris Dau
Domonic Michael Ryan Freda Brosamle
Hadden Lee Witzke Virgil Jensen
Ryeitt Rae Kelley
Robert Don O’Connell

Confirmed this year:
Madelyn Jepsen Colton Porter

Christmas Schedule: Parents and Children watch for information on
upcoming practices for this year’s program which will be held on
Christmas Eve, December 24th. St John is the late service this year so it is
at 7:00 p.m.



St John Harvest Festival
November 23

5:30 Supper served
by the Youth
free will donation
7:00 Auction

All Are Welcome!

Come check out the goodies for
Thanksgiving.
Crafts available too!



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Worship Assistants:
Usher/Lector/Greeters:
Sunday School

Alter Care:
Michelle  Volkert &
Cheryl Todd

1 2
Daylight Saving times
Ends
Fall Back

3 All Saints Sunday
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship

4
9:00 Coffee w/Pastor
@ the Stirring  in
C’ville

5
6:30 Harvest Ministry
Council meeting @ St
John

6
1:30 Esther Circle
4:15 Confirmation

7
9:00 Coffee w/Pastor
@ JoJo’s in Kingsley

8 9

10
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship

11
6:30-7:30
Harvest Ministry
Book Club @ C’ville
Library

12 13
9:00 Quilting
4:15 Confirmation

14 15 16

17
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship

18
6:30 Church Council
Meets

19 20
1:30 Women’s
General Meeting
4:15 Confirmation
4:00 Soup Kitchen

21 22 23
Harvest Festival
5:30 Supper
7:00 Auction

24
Christ the King

Sunday
8:45 Chime Practice
9:30 Sunday School/
Fellowship

25 26 27
9:00 Quilting
4:15 Confirmation
7:00 Thanksgiving
Eve Service @ Salem

28 29 30

NovemberSt John Contact Info
Elaine Droegmiller Council President  384-2251
Newsletter contact email
stjohnlutheran@schallertel.net
Pastor Tami 608 385-9848 email
tami.Harvestministries@gmail.com



November 2019 - Salem
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2

3 4 5 6 7 8 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16

17 18 19 20 21 22 23

24 25 26 27 28 29 30

Salem Council
Mtg @ 6:00 pm

Sara Circle
@ 1 pm

Coffee with Pastor
@Jo Jo’s Coffee in
 Kingsley 9 am

Coffee with Pastor
@ The Stirring in
Correctionville 9 am

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Salem Contact Info
Bryan Paulsen…..….712-540-5899
Council President
Newsletter Contact Clark Byers
Email cabetal@wiatel.net

Salem Lutheran Web Site:
http://salemlutheraniowa.com/
For additions to the bulletin contact
Pastor Tami  by Thursday at
tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
Text or call: 608.385.9848

Newsletter items
due

All Saints
Sunday

22nd Sunday
after Pentecost

23rd Sunday
after Pentecost

Christ the King
Sunday

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour 9:30

LIFT Sunday
School 6:00 - 7:30

LIFT Sunday
School 6:00 - 7:30

LIFT Sunday
School 6:00 - 7:30

Harvest Ministry
Book Club @
C’ville Library
6:30-7:30

Thanksgiving
Meal @
Salem 12-1:30

Thanksgiving DayThanksgiving Eve
Service @ Salem
@ 7pm

Daylight
Savings Time
Ends - Fall
Back Tonight

Harvest Ministry
Council Mtg @
6:30 @ St John



Daily Lectionary and Bible Reading November 2019

Read assigned scriptures, taking time
for meditation after each.  Then, offer
personal prayers/petitions.  Close with
the Lord’s Prayer.

11/1 - F:  Psalm 32:1-7; Job
22:21—23:17; 2 Peter 1:1-11

11/2 - Sa:  Psalm 32:1-7; Isaiah 1:1-
9; John 8:39-47

11/3 - Su:  Isaiah 1:10-18
Psalm 32:1-7; 2 Thessalonians 1:1-
4, 11-12; Luke 19:1-10

11/4 - M:  Psalm 50; Nehemiah
13:1-3, 23-31; 1 Corinthians 5:9-
13

11/5 - Tu:  Psalm 50; Zechariah
7:1-14; Jude 5-21

11/6 - W:  Psalm 50; Amos 5:12-24
Luke 19:11-27

11/7 - Th:  Psalm 17:1-9;
Deuteronomy 25:5-10; Acts
22:22—23:11

11/8 - F:  Psalm 17:1-9; Genesis
38:1-26; Acts 24:10-23

11/9 - Sa:  Psalm 17:1-9; Exodus
3:13-20; Luke 20:1-8

11/10 - Su:  Job 19:23-27a; Psalm
17:1-9; 2 Thessalonians 2:1-5, 13-
17 ; Luke 20:27-38

11/11 - M:  Psalm 123; Job 20:1-11
2 Peter 1:16-21

11/12 - Tu:  Psalm 123; Job 21:1,
17-34; 2 John 1-13

11/13 - W:  Psalm 123; Job 25:1—
26:14; John 5:19-29

11/14 - Th:  Psalm 98; 1 Samuel
28:3-19; Romans 1:18-25

11/15 - F:  Psalm 98; 2 Samuel
21:1-14; 2 Thessalonians 1:3-12

11/16 - Sa:  Psalm 98; Ezekiel 10:1-
19; Luke 17:20-37

11/17 - Su:  Malachi 4:1-2a; Psalm
98; 2 Thessalonians 3:6-13; Luke
21:5-19

11/18 - M:  Psalm 141; Ezekiel
11:14-25; Ephesians 4:25—5:2

11/19 - Tu:  Psalm 141; Ezekiel
39:21—40:4; 1 Corinthians
10:23—11:1

11/20 - W:  Psalm 141; Ezekiel
43:1-12; Matthew 23:37—24:14

11/21 - Th:  Psalm 46; 2 Chronicles
18:12-22; Hebrews 9:23-28

11/22 - F:  Psalm 46; Zechariah
11:1-17; 1 Peter 1:3-9

11/23 - Sa:  Psalm 46; Jeremiah
22:18-30; Luke 18:15-17

11/24 - Su:  Jeremiah 23:1-6; Psalm
46; Colossians 1:11-20; Luke
23:33-43

11/25 - M:  Psalm 24; Jeremiah
46:18-28; Revelation 21:5-27

11/26 - Tu:  Psalm 24; Isaiah 33:17-
22; Revelation 22:8-21

11/27 - W:  Psalm 24; Isaiah 60:8-
16; Luke 1:1-4

11/28 - Th:  Psalm 122; Daniel
9:15-19; James 4:1-10

11/29 - F:  Psalm 122; Genesis 6:1-
10; Hebrews 11:1-7

11/30 - Sa:  Psalm 122; Genesis
6:11-22; Matthew 24:1-22

A Daily Ritual:  Make the sign of the
cross, saying:  “In the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit.  Amen.”  Light a Candle, if so
desired.  Then say one of the two
prayers below:

Luther’s Morning Prayer:  “I thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all
harm and danger:  and I pray that you
would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You.  For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things.  Let Your
Holy angel be with me, that  the evil
foe may have no power over me.
Amen”

Luther’s Evening Prayer:  “I Thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this
day: and I pray that You would
forgive me all my sins where I have
done wrong and graciously keep me
this night.  For into Your hands, I
commend myself, my body and soul,
and all things.  Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.”
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