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⁴²there is need of only one thing.
—Luke 10:42a

³⁴For where your treasure is, there your heart will be
also.

—Luke 12:34

As we continue to work our way through the gospel
Luke in our Sunday gospel readings we continually hear
from this gospel that Jesus calls us into full discipleship
by centering our lives in Christ and, by doing so, aligning
our human lives with the values Jesus teaches. While
we can proclaim our faith with our mouths, if it does
not align with how we spend our time and resources
we are called to examine, with God’s help, how we can
turn towards God and live out our faith.

After the many questions I received about my going on
a personal silent retreat (something that will become a
regular practice of mine), I realize that sometimes we
are so focused on “study” that being in and abiding in
Christ is neglected. This abiding it the essence of faithful
discipleship that Jesus calls us to, and the spiritual
practices or disciplines one engages in as an active
practicing Christian are meant to build our relationship
with God, center ourselves in Christ (again and again)
and give us the rest and life that God desires for us. I
wrote a bit about both the spiritual practice of retreat
and the use of a spiritual director as a way of continuing

this conversation. However, it is challenging to
condense such an expansive topic as spirituality and
intentionally fostering it into short newsletter articles.
Please seek me out for ongoing conversation about how
and why one goes on retreat or participates in other
spiritual practices as well as how you personally may
build your faith and align your life with your relationship
with Christ.

Ultimately, our life in Christ calls us to much more than
Sunday morning worship or being able to say we are
members of a church. This gospel that sets us free in
Christ is good news that continues to speak to us
throughout our lives, just as our relationships with one
another grow and change throughout our lives.

It is also this good news of salvation and freedom in
Christ that sets us free from the stress of everyday life
and the tyranny of our world. We are called to live our
discipleship in this world, being good news to others
and in order to do that we must again and again return
to simply rest in that one needful thing (Luke 10:42a).

May you rest in your belovedness today and always
knowing that Christ Jesus loves you and always will!
Yours in Christ,
Pastor Tami

Pastor Tami Groth
Text or call: 608.385.9848
Email: tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
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For Emergency Pastoral Care while Pastor Tami is away, please
contact our Care Coordinator, Janelle Lewis: 712.389.0199 (cell for
call/text)

Every Member Visits!
Pastor Tami will be making visits to all active members and “friends” of the congregations in the
upcoming several months. Please watch church announcements for additional details and watch
for a sign up sheet at each church starting in August. This is a time to offer feedback, share
memories and faith stories, and also share your holy hopes and dreams for our communities.



Pastor Tami’s July Pastoral Update
July 17, 2019

Recent Ministry Events:
· Cushing ecumenical worship in the park. We set up under the shelter area and I think it worked really

help. Thanks to all for help in setting up and participating in the service!

Upcoming Worship & Ministry Events:
· Harvest Ministry joint service at Little Sioux Park at 10:30 on July 28th

· August 4th we celebrate our Eucharistic ministers and begin celebrating and giving thanks monthly as
we bless the communion elements that are sent out with these ministers. Each first Sunday of the
month we will give public thanks for these called ministers that volunteer their time to bring
communion to those unable to join us during a worship service. August 4th after worship at each
church there will be a brief meeting for Eucharistic ministers (formerly congregational care ministers)
and those wishing to learn more in order to discern if they too are called to serve this way.

· Pastor Tami’s official Installation at each congregation during regular Sunday morning worship services
on August 25th

Gratitude!:
· All who helped with St. John VBS, including moving everything to the Methodist church for the first

day! And those helping with the ice cream social as we ended the week!

· Those that do all the work needed to host a funeral and funeral luncheon at St. John

· Ongoing work of the Holy Spirit!

· Participation in our Gratitude litany this summer

· For your prayers!

· Each and every one of you!

Prayer Requests:
· For the many planning activities that happen in the summer including Education years at each church,

Confirmation planning, and Worship planning for the rest of the year.

· Our Congregational Care and Eucharistic Minister volunteers

· VBS kids, teachers, and volunteers!!!

· For each of us to be able to make the transition to new Worship times the first Sunday in August (we
always flip worship times after our joint worship service).
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Prayer Concerns: Nick Corey, Jamie Mohr Ummach, John (Buck) Jacobs, Danelle Sullivan,
Jackie Herbold, Virgil and Jean Jensen, Pete Droegmiller, and Diane Wiener.

Prayer list open to anyone and updated as information is shared. Please contact Pastor Tami
directly to request pastoral care visits.

Please keep our homebound members in prayer including those in facilities:
Correctionville Specialty Care: LaVinna Wiese, Delores Dau, and Jackie Herbold.
Whispering Creek in Sioux City: Wilma Bollin
Kingsley Specialty Care: Dorothy Struve, Hulda Anfinson , and Virgil Jensen
Holstein Senior Living: Violet Rohlk
The Beck, Cherokee: Betty Stoneking
Morningside Rehab & Care Center, Ida Grove: Ardyth Heyer

Summer Coffee with Pastor Dates:

August – BOTH COFFEE TIMES WILL BE THE FIRST FULL WEEK IN AUGUST
9 am Monday August 5th in Correctionville at The Stirring
9 am Thursday August 8th in Kingsley at JoJo’s Coffee

September coffee times will likely be the week after Labor Day!

Harvest Ministry Notes
5/8/19

Call to order Elaine, Annie, Janelle, Jim, Tami and
Danelle
Devotion: Gospel John 10:22-30
Secretary report read by Elaine. Correction on pulpit
vocation changed to sabbatical fund.
Treasurers Report: begin 21,446.86 End 22,917.12
Expense 5,616.74 Income 7,087.00
Business: Good idea have training or call to train others
on use of applying for Thrivent funds.
Lenten Services go to the flood victims about $973.
There was positive feedback with the Good Friday
service.

Youth Fellowship-no updates
Pastor Ordination: Stole with gospel text and Pentecost
design. Chemine Mulford will help with printing the
booklets $0.50 each about $125. Meal by Carols
Kitchen. Tom Stock photographer, Elaine will pay him
from Harvest Ministry.
Pastors report: Gratitude with Easter. Attended Synod
Assembly. Topics attended: Parish Nurse, Damascus
Road and Palestinian children in Israel. Lorna Halaas
Bishop elect.
July 10 next meeting.



Monthly Educational Forums being planned
Pastor Tami is planning monthly educational forums to be held one Sunday a month on individual
specific topics such as: Baptismal Vows, Creeds, church doctrinal and social statements, Holy
Communion, Lutheran Confessions, and other topics ranging from those you may not have had an
opportunity to discuss since your own Confirmation classes to topics that may be newly relevant in
today’s world. Watch future newsletters for more details, including dates and times, and contact Pastor
to suggest specific dates or topics to consider.

OUR FORUMS FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR ARE TENATIVELY SET FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY
EACH MONTH.

· August 25th – Installation Sunday-- a potluck after their 10:30 service. Everyone in 
welcomed.

· September 29th – noon at St. John, End of Life planning: practical information to have 
organized as well as discussion on how we faithfully navigate this end-of-life time.

· Reformation Sunday October 27th – noon at St. John, The Lutheran Reformation revisit-
ed.

· November 24th – noon at St. John – Advent: What, Why and How we Celebrate the 
church season of Advent
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Important Dates to Note:

· Sunday August 4th will be our first Sunday
with new worship times as we will once again
flip times with Salem worshipping at 8:30 and
St. John at 10:30.

· Saturday 8/17 1:30 pm at First Lutheran
Church in Sioux City
Installation of the Rev. Lorna H. Halaas as
Bishop of the Western Iowa Synod ELCA

· Sunday Aug 25 Pastor Tami Installation @
both churches with Fellowship Events planned

Giving Thanks For Summer
Father, Creator of all, thank You for summer!
Thank you for the warmth of the sun
and the increased daylight.
Thank You for the beauty I see all around me
and for the opportunity to be outside and
enjoy Your creation.
Thank You for the increased time I have to be
with my friends and family,
and for the more casual pace of the summer
season.
Draw me closer to You this summer.
Teach me how I can pray
no matter where I am or what I am doing.
Warm my soul with the awareness of Your
presence
and light my path with Your Word and
Counsel.
As I enjoy Your creation, create in me
a pure heart and a hunger and a thirst for
You.

- Author Unknown

tamig
Highlight



The Preacher’s Trust is the preacher’s commitment to abide in Christ
in order to be made worthy of the authority granted to preach the Good News.

“Our backstory is to know that we, with God’s help, are doing all we can to be worthy of, careful with, and filled with holy fear
toward the power entrusted to us to preach God’s Word. … This is the integration of your life and spirituality with the craft of
preaching.” (The Rev’d Lisa Kraske Cressman in Backstory Preaching: Integrating Life, Spirituality, and Craft)

Rev. Tami Lin Groth, Preacher’s Trust, 6/9/2019 (Pentecost Sunday)

· Pray
o Daily (morning, mid-day, night using daily office lectionary prayers & scripture)
o Weekly (publicly ask for prayer requests, and Contemplative Prayer, including Examen)
o Continually (sacrament of experiencing God in each present moment)

· Engage Scripture
o Pray Lectio Divina by listening prayerfully to the RCL assigned readings each week
o Read scripture in community (text study and other small groups)
o Private scripture reading weekly BOTH for sermon study and for private spiritual practice

· Cultivate Wonder, Awe, Curiosity, and Gratitude
o Create, appreciate, notice art & nature (notice it in God’s creation daily)

· Seek Respite in Sermon Prep
o Create and FOLLOW a “sermon prep ritual”

§ complete Backstory Preaching Workbook & foster sermon prep “accountability partners”
§ Journal about the experience of creating ritual and rhythm around preparing sermons

(Preacher’s Trust Journal or PTJ used for many things tracking in Preacher’s Trust)
o Sermon Prep time includes: prayer, prioritizing time and ritual for sermons, & intentional slowing down

· Trust You are Loved No Matter What (resting in the love and grace of the Triune God)
o Knowing I’m loved, I’m free to proclaim the Gospel
o I commit to see a spiritual director, therapist, and/or clergy coach at least quarterly

· Craft Effective Sermons
o Listen to effective preachers regularly (podcasts, video, reading books of sermons)
o Seek Listeners’ feedback/appraisal & conduct peer appraisals (record in PTJ)

· Proclaim the Gospel No Matter What!
o pray for my calling to proclaiming the gospel weekly (my listeners needs come before my own)
o I commit to reading my Ordination certificate & Letter of Call regularly (document response in PTJ)
o I commit to accept difficult Biblical Texts as they are and to sit with them in Lectio Divina
o “Difficult” sermons will be vetted with at least 1 colleague prior to preaching

· Preach Ethically
o I will quote (directly or indirectly) others’ words and ideas and not take them as my own
o Trust the Holy Spirit is at work and my preaching is enough
o Invite dialogue and differing points of views during study and sermon feedback
o I promise to preach a “good enough” sermon when needed (may include ethically using another’s work)
o I commit to looking at multiple viewpoints, especially on controversial topics scripture texts
o I commit to telling stories as honestly as possible rather than twisting to evoke particular emotions
o I seek these same ethics in others’ entrusted with the pulpits of those congregations I serve
o I commit to living my life outside of the pulpit using these same ethics

· Keep Learning
o Engage the steps of crafting an effective sermon, including bullet points above with curiosity
o Read two books specific to preaching each year (document in PTJ)
o Experiment with different preaching formats and styles ( document monthly in PTJ)
o Participate in the Backstory Preaching community, including watching and reading resources

· Be Accountable
o Discuss with mutual ministry team, accountability partners, Spiritual director or Clergy coach quarterly
o Review this Preacher’s Trust yearly (revise and republish each year the week prior to Pentecost)

In Grace and Gratitude, this is my Preacher’s Trust.
Rev. Tami L. Groth, June 9, 2019



Spiritual Practices Corner:

Why go on retreat and why have a spiritual director?

First the second question. Resources on our Western
Iowa Synod (http://www.wisynod.org/spirituality.html)
offer the following questions for discerning the
helpfulness of a spiritual direction:

Do you have the desire to grow in your
relationship with God?
Is there a major life choice for which you need
help with discernment?
Are there struggles, losses, or joys in your life
about which you need to talk with someone?

If your answer is 'yes' to any of these questions, spiritual
direction might be helpful for you.

But, Pastor can’t I just talk with you?
Yes, I welcome ongoing conversation on these topics;
however, there is immense value in having a
relationship with a trained spiritual director where that
will be your entire focus in your time together. This can
be especially important for those who are very active
in volunteering for church activities alongside of the
pastor. If you would like to know how to reach out and
find a spiritual director to work with, Pastor Tami can
help with this process.

Most often Spiritual Directors meet with directees on
a monthly basis in person; however other arrangements
are possible as well. One common option is to meet
with a Spiritual Director while on retreat. This can be
particularly helpful as you then have the time to focus
and rest in God’s presence. This leads us back to the
first question.

Why go on retreat?
There are many types of retreats and places to do them;
however, a common reason for experiencing any of
these retreats is to keep sabbath – to rest in God’s
presence and rest in your identity as a child of God. This
often brings physical, mental and spiritual rest, and that
is good because as created beings we need that full and
complete rest as part of our keeping Sabbath.

Many guided retreats include some time participants
can spend in quiet and solitude while also having time
of teaching or group spiritual practices. A self-guided
silent retreat does not include this structured time of
teaching and/or group activity unless it is sought out in
another way such as participating in a nearby
community worship or prayer service.

One of the most basic reasons to go on a retreat is to
spend time in relationship with God. Faith centered in
Christ Jesus is a faith confessing our relationship with
the Triune God. Relationships require time. The time
we spend in worship (Sunday morning and in our
personal worship practices) is one way we commit time
to our relationship with God. However, just like we
understand that personal relationships benefit from
one-on-one time, so too does our relationship with God.
So, if you have ever planned a special trip with your
spouse, a parent-child special time together, or even a
fishing weekend with good friends, you have on your
own understood the value of “retreat time” – time away
to focus on rest and relationship. And if we understand
that this is important with our human relationships,
may we understand too the importance in our
relationship with God.

What you do during a silent (how much you actually talk
is up to your; the “silent” refers to quiet solitude time
free from distractions) retreat is very much up to you
and God. Many spend time reading scripture at a slower
pace and for the sheer joy of what God may speak
through it rather than to study the words intellectually,
while others may spend more time in types of “physical
prayer” like praying in color or walking through nature
while praying. And sometimes God simply calls us to
rest (naps!). Meeting with a Spiritual Director can help
you understand  what may be helpful for you during
this time. During a time of retreat it is often helpful to
be at a retreat center that has certain resources and
also is able to feed you and offer that space of quiet
solitude. Because it has such spiritually supportive
resources, and is nearby, the Benedictine Peace Center
in Yankton, SD is one wonderful possibility. You can
explore their offerings here:
https://yanktonbenedictines.org/center/

HARVEST MINISTRY NEWS LETTER



and community in Palestine in the areas of environmental education, intercultural education, music
performance and translation.

She is a music major with a minor in entrepreneurship. Tamar wants to expand her contribution to
her home church and community upon completing her degree. Tamar and her fellow scholarship
recipients signal a bright future for the Lutheran church throughout the world.

Did you know?

· We have 230 missionaries in more than 48
countries.

· We have more than 84 Young Adults in
Global Mission in 11 country programs.

We say THANK YOU and SHARE MISSION
SUPPORT STORIES.

June 2019
Missional Storyteller

CHURCHWIDE

SYNODS

CONGREGATIONS

INDIVIDUALS

Mission Support

Tamar Haddad,
member of the

Evangelical
Lutheran Church
in Jordan and the

Holy Land and
first year student

at California
Lutheran

University.

International Women Leaders
God‛s grace is at work in Tamar Haddad, recipient of a
scholarship from the International Women Leaders
initiative. Though young, Tamar is already leading in her
home church and community in Palestine in the areas of
environmental education, intercultural education, music
performance and translation.

A music major with a minor in entrepreneurship, Tamar
wants to expand her contribution to her home church and

Will Bevins,

a student at

United Lutheran
Seminary

in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania

ELCA Fund for Leaders
God‛s grace is at work in Will Bevins. He is a
recipient of a scholarship from the ELCA Fund
for Leaders. Will felt a call to ministry as a
military chaplain, after a long career as a
teacher and editor.

Receiving a scholarship through the ELCA Fund
for Leaders not only meant he could pursue that
call financially; it also validated his God-given
gifts in a way that allowed him to confidently

move forward into a life of ministry.

“The scholarship was a real affirmation that I was where God wanted me to be,” Will says. “That I
was following God‛s call. That the ELCA trusts me and wants to prepare me for ministry as a
Christian leader, as a Lutheran leader.”



Mission Developers
God‛s grace is at work in our mission developers, who have used their gifts to start more than 300
new ELCA congregations in the last five years.

Companion Churches
God‛s grace is at work in our companion churches in more than 60 countries around the world as they
work to break the cycle of hunger and poverty.

Missionaries and Young Adults in Global Mission
God‛s grace is at work in our 200-plus missionaries and Young Adults in Global Mission, who walk
alongside our neighbors in Christ to grow the Lutheran church in the world.

Video: Youtube, search ELCA 2018 in Review, 2:26 minutes

On the following pages are resources that helped me understand where our offering goes? Feel free
to use them as you feel helps your understanding and the understanding of others.

RESOURCES:

· Happenings in the Western Iowa Synod of the ELCA
o Missions (of the WIS) 2 pages

· Circle Graph – WIS Mission Support
· “Gears” – How Mission Support Works
· Relationship of the ELCA with LWR and LWF in regards to Mission Support
· Where Does My Offering Go? (undesignated Mission Support) 2 pages



Document compiled by Judy Lang May 2019















Barb Brennan, Missional Storyteller

barb.brennan@wisynod.org (712) 260-3364 cell, (712) 859-3503 home

Pastor Jeff Ungs, Director for Evangelical Mission (our DEM)/Assistant to the Bishop

jeff.ungs.rev@wisynod.org

(712) 732-4968 (ext. 449) (641) 529—2479 (cell)



August 2019, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

Back to School Month

School is right around the corner! This time of year is exciting and stressful for many of us, but imagine what it
would be like to be a child or teen with an emotional or behavioral disorder. You might be afraid of not being
able to concentrate or fit in at your school. You might worry about adjusting to a new classroom routine or
making new friends. You might feel alone, like no one can relate to you.

Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) provides mental health services to children and families across the state. It’s
our job to relate to children who might feel alone or misunderstood. Our therapists work one-on-one with
children while our Behavioral Health Intervention Services team collaborates with families in their own homes
to help them develop skills like anger management and healthy decision-making. LSI also provides 24-hour
mental health care at the Bremwood and Beloit Residential Treatment Centers in Waverly and Ames to
empower Iowa’s most vulnerable children and teens.

We thank you for your support of LSI’s mission as we respond together to the love of Jesus Christ through
compassionate service! We know there are more Iowa children in need of this critical care. If you would like to
learn more about how you can give a gift to support these crucial services, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI
director of philanthropy and church relations, at 563-676-2065 or Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate service.
LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly serve people of all ages,
abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities, races, and sexual orientations. Learn
more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.Iowa.

Back to His Usual Self

Sixteen-year-old Loki was struggling in school. He’d once been ambitious and conscientious about schoolwork,
but now, his grades were slipping. He was becoming detached and disconnected from his family and his friends.
He bottled up his emotions and refused to open up. His dad, Troy, felt like his son was slipping away.

Troy thought he’d exhausted all his options until he learned about LSI’s Mental Health Services.

Loki began meeting with his LSI therapist, Renae, regularly. For the first time, Loki had a neutral, unbiased
person to share his feelings and frustrations with. But Renae did more than just listen. She helped Loki practice
coping skills and learn ways to feel more comfortable opening up and trusting other people with his feelings.

Slowly but surely, Troy started noticing Loki being more talkative after his sessions with Renae. Loki told more
stories about his friends at school, and Troy saw his son spending more time with his classmates at the end of
the day instead of being eager to get home. With Renae in his corner and practical skills to fall back on, Loki
feels more confident. He is thriving at school again. His grades are back up. He is more outgoing, and he has a
stronger relationship at home with Troy.

“I’m a lot happier and Loki is a lot happier. Everything is going in a positive direction,” Troy says. “Renae and
LSI have been excellent working with my son, and his therapy has gone better than I imagined.”
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Unapproved Minutes

SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL
MEETING
July 17, 2019

The council met with the following members present:
Nancy Clausen, Kevin Byers, Bryan Paulsen, Chuck
Meissner, Pastor Tami, Karen Lund, John Hoppe and
guest, Clark Byers.
Bryan called the meeting to order.
Pastor Tami opened with devotions from Luke 10:38-42
(two translations) and the council discussed what they
noticed/wondered.  The group prayed the prayer of the
day fron July 21st.
Coorespondence: None.
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report was
approved.
John gave the treasurer's report from June. The capital
improvement fund had an opening and closing balance
of $12,870.23.  The general fund had an opening balance
of $4685.45.  There were receipts of $4325.00 plus .45
in interest and expenses of $4730.26, leaving a closing
balance of $4280.64.  Karen moved to approve the
treasurer's report and Chuck seconded.  Motion carried.
Old Business:
Well, Septic and Chlorine:  Nancy finished up the
updated sampling plan the DNR wanted done.
Harvest Ministry:  Janelle said the joint worship at Little
Sioux Park would have a journey theme and a guest
musician, Kelli Anderson.  Potluck will follow worship.
Vitality Team:  Nancy said the group had met in June
and will be working to get faith stories of congregational
members.
Video Equipment:  Clark Byers was present to give the
council an estimate of what it would cost to install TV
screens in the sanctuary and narthex and downstairs.

His estimate is $3684.37  for cables, TV monitors, and
associated hardware.  This price does not include the
cost of a laptop computer to run the presentations but
Clark thought that $650 would buy what we need.
Nancy made a motion and Bryan seconded to present
Clark's proposal at the semi-annual meeting.  Motion
carried.
John had information on playground equipment.  He had
researched playground equipment at Menards and found
a couple of options that met the parameters discussed at
last month's meeting.  The council discussed and thought
it would be nice to purchase and install prior to VBS.
New Business:
Karen Lund said she would like to buy the three red
wooden childrens chairs currently stored in the furnace
room for $10 each.  Kevin Byers moved and Bryan
seconded that the chairs be sold to Karen for $10 each.
Motion carried.
 The semi-annual meeting agenda was discussed.  Items
to be presented beyond the usual reports include the
video equipment information; playground equipment;
scholarship program update.  Since the meeting will be
over around lunch time, the council will provide a meal
of hot dogs, chips and beans.
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Tami handed out her monthly
report.  For her installation service, she asked members
of the council to assist during the service.  Pastor Tami
said with dwindling Sunday School attendance we may
have to look at re-thinking how we do it.  For Eucharistic
Ministry, Cheryl Todd from St. John's will be tracking
in-home communions/visits for both congregations.
 Next meeting is August 21st at 6PM.
Nancy moved for adjournment and Kevin Byers
seconded.  Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

 Submitted by Nancy Clausen,
Secretary
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Youth Education/Confirmation – Meeting September 18th at 7:15 pm
All parents and youth from Elementary age through high school are invited to attend a meeting at Salem
(downstairs) at 7:15 pm with Pastor Tami. All wanting to begin Confirmation Instruction this fall, MUST
attend this meeting.

With the challenges of providing regular Sunday morning education opportunities for our youth (preschool-high
school), Pastor Tami invites the families of those youth to a meeting to discuss how Salem can best support them
in keeping the baptismal vows made to their children. Discussion topics includes what materials for home
instruction may be useful, what regular education events outside of Sunday morning they may be interested in
for their children, and the best times to schedule those events.

If you are unable to attend, and want to pass along your thoughts please share them with Pastor Tami directly in
person, via phone, or via email. Thank you!

Confirmation Note: Due the amount of educational time needed with students, confirmation instruction itself
will be to a required 3-year program (Old Testament Bible year, New Testament Bible year, and a
Catechism/Lutheran Confessions and Questions year). Mission work and other special regional events will be
integrated into each year of study. Typically, the hour of weekly instruction would take place on Wednesday
evenings from 6:30 to 7:30; however, I want to hear from parents if that time works for you and your students.
We will also go over additional requirements such as having a faith mentor, attending Confirmation Camp, and
“sermon notes.” If the meeting schedule works for most families, but not all, an independent study program can
be worked out with Pastor; however, this will be more rather than less work for the students.

Typically a student would begin official confirmation instruction in the fall of their 6th grade year, attend 3 full
years, and be confirmed either the Spring of their 8th grade year or in the fall of their 9th grade year (Reformation
Sunday has been traditional at Salem for Confirmation Sunday). However, there is flexibility in this and it us not
uncommon for families to prefer to have siblings attend Confirmation class the same years, etc.
IF A STUDENT IS NOT AT THE September 18TH MEETING AND DOES NOT CONTACT PASTOR TAMI
BY THE 18TH, THE STUDENT IS NOT CONSIDERED A CONFIRMATION STUDENT FOR THE 2019-
2020 CALANDAR YEAR.

To our Salem members passionate about youth education – First, THANK YOU for your ongoing prayers and
energy in this area. Please help us spread the word about this meeting and ongoing discussion with Pastor, so
that we can be sure all of our families are aware of educational opportunities and confirmation class planning. If
you would like to volunteer to speak and share your own faith journey or assist in teaching in any way
(confirmation or other education event), please also let Pastor Tami know this.
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A Summer Blessing
May you walk with God
This summer
In whatever you do
Wherever you go

Walking with God means...
Walking with honesty
And with courage,
Walking with love
And respect

And concern for the
feelings of others

May you talk to God
This summer
And every day and
In every situation

Talking with God means...
Praying words of praise
For the beauty of creation

Saying prayers of thanks
For friends and good times,
Asking God's help
In all your decisions
Expressing sorrow
When you have failed

May you talk with God
Every day. Amen.

- Author unknown



August Service Helpers
Deacon and Trustee and
Communion Assistants:

Deacon: Janelle Lewis
Trustee: Chuck Meissner

August Lay readers

8/4/19 Nancy Clausen
8/11/19 Kevin Reinking
8/18/19 John Hoppe
8/25/19 Betty Meister

August Greeters

8/4/19
8/11/19 Kevin & Susan
8/18/19 Janelle Lewis
8/25/19 Lewis & Janet

Prayers for Salem families
and friends:

8/4/19 - Travis, Jenn, Ashlyn &
Brantley Burnham; Pastop Bert
Burwell; Dian, Caleb & Sierra Bush

8/11/19 - Clark Byers; David &
Cherie Byers; Elaine Byers;
Jacob,Haley, Gavin & Grady Byers

8/18/19 - Ethan Byers; Jaret, Renee
& Riley Byers; Jason & Bracy
Byers; Kaysi Byers

8/25/19 - Jason, Becky & Devon
Byers; Kevin & LaVonne Byers;
Lewis & Janet Byers

August Birthdays

4 Dax Bradley Bottorff
6 Hulda Anfinson
6 Kelly Bollin Weaver
9 Catelyn Hoppe
10 Adam Reinking
21 Keith Swanson
23 Allison Reinking
24 Ryan Byers
25 Chloe Peschau
29 Savanah McBride
29 Ashley Clausen
31 Wilma Reinking

August Anniversaries

11 Kelly and Terry Weaver
27 Mark and Anna Vestweber

Offering’s for June

6/30 Current expense $450.00
   Attendance 28

7/7 Current expense $505.00
    Attendance 19

7/14 Current expense $765.00
    Attendance 29

7/21 Current expense $1475.00
    Attendance 25

SALEM NEWS

Soup Kitchen
The Soup Kitchen and their
"Eric's Closet" service is always
looking for items such as
blankets.

Backpack Blessings!
Sunday August 18th - As part of our
VBS Worship we will have a
Blessings of the Backpacks! Kids
are invited to bring their backpacks
and participate in the blessing as we
pray for our kids and those who
work with them at the onset of
another school year!

Summer Travel Prayer
Loving and merciful God, you have
commissioned your angels to guide
and protect us. Command them to be
with us from our leaving until our
return; keep us safe from all injury,
accident or malice and sin. Through
Jesus Christ, our Lord,

Amen.

- Author Unknown



SALEM VBS-AUGUST 16/17TH
Salem will be sponsoring Shipwrecked, Rescued by Jesus Vacation Bible School, Friday evening,
August 16th and Saturday, August 17th. Friday' session will begin with registration from 6-6:30 pm
and meal and activities to follow at 6:30. Saturday's fun begins with breakfast at 8 am and lessons from
8:30am to 3:00 pm. Lunch will be also be served on Saturday as well as snacks throughout the day.
Children from ages 3 to going into 6th grade are welcome to join in the fun! Please text Nancy Clausen
at 712-251-6538 or Janelle Lewis at 712-389-0199 to register your child or children.

SALEM NEWS



August
Lector: Gail Stanton
Greeter Gail Stanton
Altar Care: Vicki Nippert
Usher: Church Council

Steve Galvin, Vaughn Heyer, Noelle Jacobs,
Casey Lindsay, Matthew Lundt, Austin Williamson
Sean Witcomb

Esther Circle
Wednesday, August 7, 1:30

Bible Study: Group Discussion
Hostess: Elaine Droegmiller

Women’s General Meeting
All Executive Board Members

Wednesday August 21@ 8:30 AM
Program: Program Planning Session
Stewardship Project: School Kits

Dates to remember coming up:
Aug 4th Service times change

Salem @ 8:30,
St John @ 10:30

Aug 25th Installation for Pastor Tami at
both churches

August Birthdays
3 Cory Jepsen
5 Troy Lewis
6 Nancy Merkel

Grant Slater
Katrina Slater

7 Janice Grell
NaTasha Lewis
Emily Lundt

10 Chrissa Deeds
Gary Mohr

17 Boyd Meyer
18 Jim Droegmiller
19 Kreighton Krager
20 LeAnn Hoien
21 Keegan Volkert
24 Betty Streeter
25 Jacie Pyle
26 Kent Krager

Cheri Kurtz
Robert Mohr

27 Bodie Baldwin
Nichole Bensley

28 Alison Kurtz
30 Gary Merkel
31 Juwillis Jepsen

August Anniversary

5 Dale& Janice Grell
7 George & Joni Georgopoulos
10 Bob & Jill Brown
14 James & Laura Cunningham
16 Kellen & Kayla Ludvigson
19 Brian & Janelle Lorenzen
20 Allen & Darla Mohr
24 Cyndi & Patrick DeRocher
29 Dr.Mitchell & Dorte Grell

Park& Darla Ludvigson
Jason & Kris Meins

31 Debra & Brian Colshan
Gary & Cheri Kurtz

Monthly attendance and giving report:
July 7 $925.00 32
July 14 $1461.00 45
July 21 $ 920.00 29
Needed to make budget weekly $1760.00



We welcome, Ryeitt Rae Kelly
daughter of Zachary Kelley and
Regan Ummach to the family of
St. John Lutheran Church as she

was baptized into our shared Christian faith
on July 14th

Our sympathy to the family of Cheryl
Volkert whose funeral was held on Monday,
July 8th at St John

RALLY SUNDAY
COMING

SEPTEMBER 8TH

Watch for more details and
information coming in next
month’s newsletter.

VBS Report
We had another awesome
VBS with the Ingham
Okoboji camp staff. We
had 35 children from the
community attend.

Thanks for parents who sent them each day, and for
supplying cookies.

Four counselors arrived Sunday evening, July
7th. We welcomed them with grilled hamburgers
and hot dogs and picnic sides. Thanks Jim
Droegmiller for grilling. We then went to the
Methodist Church to help them plan for Monday
with the kids. A HUGE THANKS to Colleen Evans
and Connie Carstens for helping us!

Monday evening we had a campfire at Jim and
Annie Albers’ yard. Thanks

The next 4 days were full of music, learning
theme Bible verses each day, crafts, and games.
The weather cooperated, too.

Thanks to Elaine Droegmiller and Cheryl Todd
who taught 9 preschool and kindergarten kids.
Madelyn Jepsen was their assistant.

Terra and Tate Heilman and Cory Jepsen were
there every day to help. Gracie Volkert helped 1
day. Thanks

Colleen Evans, Connie Carstens, Ellen Jolly, and
Elaine Droegmiller helped in the kitchen. Linda
Mathers purchased meal supplies and organized
daily snacks and meals. Thanks

The week closed on Thursday evening with a
group of excited children singing their praises!!
We enjoyed ice cream after the program.

Thanks to Pastor Tami for giving up her space at
the parsonage so the counselors could “camp” there
during the week

Thanks again for all your support.
Lorraine



WELCA GUEST NIGHT
JULY 17, 2019

On July 17, 2019, we gathered at our
annual Guest Night. 14 members were present.
President Cheryl Todd introduced our
presenters,Ma kettle and Minnie Pearl AKA
Mary Dreeszen and Bonnie Forbes. Bonnie and
Mary were invited to go to China by Bonnie’s
brother, Dr. Rich Allen. Dr. Allen was invited
to a conference there and could take guests. Dr.
Allen is from the University of Idaho working
with systems specializing in evapotranspiration,
irrigation water requirements and hydrologic
water systems. He has been invited to
conferences in many arid countries.

After attaining pass ports and visas, in
December, 2017, they were off, a 20 hour flight.
They landed in Beijing. They had Chinese
student escorts who treated them royally. They
tasted many kinds of cuisine: chicken feet,
pigeon, soups-no spoon-, noodles, etc.
Sightseeing included the Olympic Village from
2008, Summer Palace, Forbidden City, the
Great Wall and Tiananmen Square.

The Great Wall was started in 221BC;
4000 men died building it. Bonnie and her
brother walked 6 miles along the wall facing a
cold wind; Mary walked part way.

The highlight of the trip was the
Terracotta Army started by Qin Shi Huangdi, a
13 year old ruler; the first emperor of China; he
had it built so that he would be protected in the
afterlife. There at 8,000 statues, horses, and
chariots which have rotted away. No figure is
alike. These, too, were built in about 221BC.
They were discovered by a farmer in 1974;
now, the site is as large as 3 airplane hangars.

They saw so many beautiful works of art,
statues, towers and buildings.

Then, after nine days, they flew back
home, tired, but so full of memories. Thank you
Bonnie and Mary for sharing your experience.

After the meeting, Jana Heilman and
Lana Cunningham served delicious desserts,
cookies, beverages and nuts, candy and Chex-
Mix.
Ruth Durham, secretary

St. John Lutheran Church Council Minutes
July 15, 2019

Call to Order: President Elaine Droegmiller called
the meeting to order at 6:39 p.m.
Members present: Elaine Droegmiller, Levi
Volkert, Lana Lundt, Pastor Tami Groth, and Linda
Mathers
Devotions: Devotions led by Pastor, Luke 10:38-
42 and Prayer of the Day
Additions to the Agenda: Bonnie Forbes & Ellen
Jolly (Mutual Ministry), Spraying, Bible Camp,
Contract for propane, Faucet leaking and deck
skirting at parsonage, and Methodist donation
Secretary's Report: Approved as presented
Treasurer’s Report: Approved as presented
Moving Bible Camp Fund to Sunday School
Savings. Money will be transferred from church
savings to meet current expenses,
YTD Balances are as follows: church checking
account - $5,777.16, building fund - $7,158.28,
and church savings - $17,449.98.

Pastor's Report: Cheryl Todd will be keeping
track of the Eucharistic ministers. Also, discussing
possible dates for Confirmation, First Communion,
and Fall Stewardship. Full Report posted in back of
church and included in newsletter.
Committee Repots:
Harvest Ministry: Organizing Harvest Ministry
joint worship service at Little Sioux Park. It will be
July 28 at 10:30 a.m. with potluck to follow. Kelly
Anderson will be performing music during worship.
Education: Vacation Bible School was a success
with 35-29 children attending daily.
Funeral: Funeral for Cheryl Volkert was held
Monday, July 8th.
Mutual Ministry: Bonnie Forbes and Ellen Jolly
addressed the council requesting that the board
appoint two people from St. John to be on the
Ministry Review Team. This team will consist of
one council member and one parishioner. (Salem
will also be appointing two people.) This
committee will review the ministry goals
established and how the pastor, staff, and laity have
contributed toward the meeting of each goal.
Hopefully, this will be accomplished before the end
of the year, so results can be shared at the annual
meeting.
Worship: Worship committee is busy choosing the
music for August through October.



Business:
1. Gutters at Parsonage: Gutters and downspouts
are on. The cost was $2,475 and will come out of
the building fund.
2. Leaf Blower: Leaf Blower has been purchased
and is kept in church basement.
3. Pews: Marshall Lundt is spearheading this
project.
4. Laptop computer: Tabled until fall.
5. Installation: Pastor’s installation service will be
Sunday, August 25th at 10:30 a.m. with a potluck to
follow. Bishop Halaas will officiate with council
members also taking an active part which will
involve Letter of Call and stations at the Pulpit,
Baptism, Table (alter), and Entrance of Sanctuary.
6. Sidewalk on south parking area: Levi will ask
Dan Volkert to get estimates for replacing the
sidewalk on the south side of the church.
7. Parsonage Deck: It has been stained, but the
lattice will need to be replaced. Levi and Dan will
look into this matter.
8. Thank-you: Thank you Dan Volkert for
disposing of old gutters from the parsonage and
Lana for staining the deck. The council would also
like to thank Terra Heilman for serving as St. John’s
youth representative.
9. Youth Representation: Levi Volkert has been
appointed by the council to serve as St. John’s
youth representative. Welcome Levi.
10. Contract for propane: Lana will take care of
the contracts for both the parsonage and St. John.
11. Bible Camp: Dagan Deeds is interested in
attending camp. As stated in the Camp Policy,
anyone attending their first year a 100% is paid and
50% for subsequence year.
12. Donation: A donation of $50 will be given to
the Cushing Methodist Church for hosting the first
day of VBS due to the funeral of Cheryl Volkert at
St. John.
13. Faucet at parsonage: Linda will contact Phil
Sevening about repairing the leak in the bathroom
faucet.
14. Correspondences: A thank you was received
from Tarra Heilman thanking the parishioners for
the love, encouragement and support given to her
through the years. She is headed to Kansas State
University where she plans to major in Animal
Science. A thank you was also received from the
Cheryl Volkert Family for providing the service and
lunch after the funeral.

Next Meeting: Monday, August 19th at 6:30 p.m.
Adjournment: Elaine made a motion to adjourn at
8:30 p.m. Lana seconded. Meeting closed with the
Lord’s Prayer.

Council Secretary, Linda Mather

Women’s Mission Project for this month is
filling School Bags:
Items needed are listed at the back of the
church, check it out items includes:
notebooks, rulers, pencil sharpeners,
scissors, ballpoint pens (blue or black),
pencils, crayons & erasers. Your donations
are greatly appreciated.

This is the list of items needed to fill school
bags this year
Notebooks-----------------------------------170
Pens---------------------------------------------50
Pencils----------------------------------------104
Erasers------------------------------------------15
Scissors-----------------------------------------42
Pencil sharpeners---------------------------38
Rulers------------------------------------------51
Colors------------------------------------------40



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
Worship Assistants:
Lector: Gail Stanton
Greeters:
Vicki Nippert
Ushers:
Church Council

Alter Committee:
Vicki Nippert

Stewardship Project:
School Kits

1 2 3

4
9:15 Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/ HC

5
9:00 Coffee w/Pastor
@the Stirring

6 7
1:30 Esther Circle
Group Discussion
Hostess:
Elaine Droegmiller

8
9:00 Coffee w/Pastor
@ JoJo’s in Kingsley

9 10

11
9:15 Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/ HC

12 13 14 15 16 17

18
9:15 Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/ HC

19
6:30 Church Council
Meets

20 21
8:30 Women’s Execu
tive Board Members
planning session

22 23 24

25
9:15 Fellowship
10:30 Worship w/ HC
Pastor’s Installation
during worship
Potluck to follow

26 27 28 29 30 31

August 2019
St John Contact Info
Elaine Droegmiller Council President  384-2251
Newsletter contact email
stjohnlutheran@schallertel.net
Pastor Tami 608 385-9848 email
tami.Harvestministries@gmail.com



August 2019 - Salem
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Salem Council
Mtg @ 6:00 pm

Sara Circle
@ 1 pm

Salem Contact Info
Bryan Paulsen…..….712-540-5899
Council President
Newsletter Contact Clark Byers
Email cabetal@wiatel.net

Salem Lutheran Web Site:
http://salemlutheraniowa.com/
For additions to the bulletin contact
Pastor Tami  by Thursday at
tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
Text or call: 608.385.9848

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Newsletter items
due

8th Sunday
after Pentecost

11th Sunday
after Pentecost

10th Sunday
after Pentecost

9th Sunday
after Pentecost

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour
9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour
9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour
9:30

Worship w/HC 8:30
Fellowship Hour
9:30

Coffee with Pastor
@Jo Jo’s Coffee in
 Kingsley 9 am

Coffee with Pastor
@ The Stirring in
Correctionville 9 am

VBS 16-18

VBS Worship with
Backpack Blessing



Daily Lectionary and Bible Reading August 2019

Read assigned scriptures, taking time
for meditation after each.  Then, offer
personal prayers/petitions.  Close with
the Lord’s Prayer.

8/1 - Th:  Psalm 49:1-12; Proverbs
23:1-11; Romans 11:33-36

8/2 - F:  Psalm 49:1-12; Proverbs
24:1-12; Ephesians 4:17-24

8/3 - Sa:  Psalm 49:1-12;
Ecclesiastes 1:1-11; Mark 10:17-22

8/4 - Su:  Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14;
2:18-23; Psalm 49:1-12; Colossians
3:1-11; Luke 12:13-21

8/5 - M:  Psalm 127; Ecclesiastes
2:1-17; Colossians 3:18—4:1

8/6 - Tu:  Psalm 127Psalm 60;
Ecclesiastes 3:16—4:8; Colossians
4:2-6

8/7 - W:  Psalm 127; Ecclesiastes
12:1-8, 13-14; Luke 12:22-31

8/8 - TH:  Psalm 33:12-22; Job
21:1-16; Romans 9:1-9

8/9 - F:  Psalm 33:12-22;
Ecclesiastes 6:1-6; Acts 7:1-8

8/10 - Sa:  Psalm 33:12-22; Genesis
11:27-32; Matthew 6:19-24

8/11 - Su:  Genesis 15:1-6; Psalm
33:12-22; Hebrews 11:1-3, 8-16;
Luke 12:32-40

8/12 - M:  Psalm 89:1-18;
2 Chronicles 33:1-17; Hebrews
11:1-7

8/13 - Tu:  Psalm 89:1-18;
2 Chronicles 34:22-33; Hebrews
11:17-28

8/14 - W:  Psalm 89:1-18; Jeremiah
33:14-26; Luke 12:41-48

8/15 - Th:  Psalm 82; Joshua 7:1,
10-26; Hebrews 10:26-31

8/16 -  F:  Psalm 82; 1 Samuel 5:1-
12; Hebrews 10:32-39

8/17 - Sa:  Psalm 82;’ 1 Samuel
6:1-16; Matthew 24:15-27

8/18 - Su:  Jeremiah 23:23-29;
Psalm 82; Hebrews 11:29—12:2;
Luke 12:49-56

8/19 - M:  Psalm 32; Jeremiah
23:30-40; 1 John 4:1-6

8/20 - Tu:  Psalm 32; Jeremiah
25:15-29; Acts 7:44-53

8/21 - W:  Psalm 32; Jeremiah
25:30-38; Luke 19:45-48

8/22 - Th:  Psalm 103:1-8; Numbers
15:32-41; Hebrews 12:3-17

8/23 - F:  Psalm 103:1-8;
2 Chronicles 8:12-15; Acts 17:1-9

8/24 - Sa:  Psalm 103:1-8;
Nehemiah 13:15-22; Luke 6:1-5

8/25 - Su:  Isaiah 58:9b-14; Psalm
103:1-8; Hebrews 12:18-29; Luke
13:10-17

8/26 - M:  Psalm 109:21-31;
Ezekiel 20:1-17; Hebrews 3:7—
4:11

8/27 - Tu:  Psalm 109:21-31;
Ezekiel 20:18-32; Revelation 3:7-
13

8/28 - W:  Psalm 109:21-31;
Ezekiel 20:33-44; Luke 6:6-11

8/29 - Th:  Psalm 112; Proverbs
15:13-17; 1 Peter 3:8-12

8/30 - F:  Psalm 112; Proverbs
18:6-12; 1 Peter 4:7-11

8/31 - Sa:  Psalm 112; Proverbs
21:1-4, 24-26; Matthew 20:20-28

A Daily Ritual:  Make the sign of the
cross, saying:  “In the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit.  Amen.”  Light a Candle, if so
desired.  Then say one of the two
prayers below:

Luther’s Morning Prayer:  “I thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all
harm and danger:  and I pray that you
would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You.  For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things.  Let Your
Holy angel be with me, that  the evil
foe may have no power over me.
Amen”

Luther’s Evening Prayer:  “I Thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this
day: and I pray that You would
forgive me all my sins where I have
done wrong and graciously keep me
this night.  For into Your hands, I
commend myself, my body and soul,
and all things.  Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.”
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