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 ¹Be joyful in God, all you lands;
  be joyful, all the earth.

 ²Sing the glory of God’s name;
  sing the glory of God’s praise.

Psalm 66:1-2

Last month I shared my intention of writing and keeping
a “Preacher’ Trust” and you will find this document (one
entire page) in this newsletter. It will also be published
on the Harvest Ministry website (linked form the home
page). This trust took some dedicated time to write (the
first draft was two pages!), and it will take dedicated
time to keep the commitments sent out in the trust.
Commitments that are appropriate as I attempt to daily
faithfully answer my calling. I invite you to check in
with me on these various commitments throughout the
year!

My calling includes that of vocational ordained ministry,
so I have taken ordination vows as well as baptismal
vows. Yet, all Lutheran Christians at some point have
had baptismal vows made (for them as a child and later
affirmed at their confirmation), and as parents we also
make promises at our children’s baptisms, and as a
congregation we make promises at the baptisms of
children baptized in our congregation. I invite you to
think about how you intentionally keep those promises,
that is your faithful living out of your Christian faith.
The trust I have written out here is specifically a
preacher’s trust, but many of the items relate to other
areas of my vocation and faith as well, and it we could
all write such a trust (monastic traditions often refer to
this as a “rule of life”). As always I look forward to
hearing your responses to what I have shared, including
what you would include in your own Christian life
“trust” or “rule of life.”

This issue of our newsletter also includes the June article,
Gathering, word, meal and sending, by ELCA presiding
Bishop Elizabeth A. Eaton. In the article you will find
important notes and her reflections on our Lutheran
liturgical worship. You can find more engaging articles
in this month’s issue of Living Lutheran and past articles
from Bishop Eaton can also be found at
https://www.livinglutheran.org/

After you read Bishop Eaton’s message, I invite you to
think about the story she shares in the last paragraph.
Did you easily connect the story with our being fed
weekly during our worship and as we gather for Holy
Communion to be then able to go out into the world and
live our Christian life, sent to share the good news? What
similar stories of being fed for the journey do you know?

While all of our worship experiences include some form
of gathering, word, meal and sending, what that looks
like can vary greatly, and some of our summer worship
experiences will be great examples of those variations –
from worship in the park to VBS worship celebrations!
You can even create your own worship times when you
travel as a family (ask me how!) or visit another
congregation and share your experience upon your
return.

Whether we worship in our church sanctuaries, together
in parks, or on our own as we travel, may our travels be
safe and our homecomings joyful!
Yours in Christ,

Pastor Tami Groth
Text or call: 608.385.9848
Email: tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
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For Emergency Pastoral Care while Pastor Tami is away, please
contact our Care Coordinator, Janelle Lewis: 712.389.0199 (cell for
call/text)

Upcoming dates to note when other pastors will be covering:
July 1st-3rd Pastor Tami attending silent retreat
July 29-31th Pastor Tami on vacation
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Little Sioux Park Harvest Ministry Joint Worship Service!
A Service of Word & Song for Summer

Sunday July 28th at 10:30 am!
Heritage Shelter in Little Sioux Park

Located 2 miles southwest of Correctionville, Iowa on Hwy 31

Potluck and Fellowship activities follow worship service.

NEW this year: Have a comfy lawn chair? Bring it along. We’ll also provide some folding chairs.
Picnic tables are still available in the park shelter for use during worship as well as during
fellowship time; however, you may be more comfortable in a lawn or folding chair

Prayer Concerns: Nick Corey, Jamie Mohr Ummach, John (Buck) Jacobs, Danelle Sullivan,
Karen Lund, Jackie Herbold, Virgil and Jean Jensen
Prayer list open to anyone and updated as information is shared. Please contact Pastor Tami
directly to request pastoral care visits.

Please keep our homebound members in prayer including those in facilities:

Correctionville Specialty Care: LaVinna Wiese, Delores Dau, and Jackie Herbold.
Whispering Creek in Sioux City: Wilma Bollin
Kingsley Specialty Care: Dorothy Struve, Hulda Anfinson
Good Samaritan Society - Holstein: Violet Rohlk
The Beck, Cherokee: Betty Stoneking

We extend our sympathies and ongoing prayers for comfort and peace to the family
of Marjean (Herbst) Tecklenburg, mother of Pastor Renee Tecklenberg upon
Marjean’s death on June 18, 2019. May God’s love and strength surround all those
who are mourning.

Summer Coffee with Pastor Dates:
July – Pastor is unavailable the first week of July; however you all are still invited to meet with
one another Monday July 1st at The Stirring in Correctionville at 9 am.

August – BOTH COFFEE TIMES WILL BE THE FIRST FULL WEEK IN AUGUST
9 am Monday August 5th in Correctionville at The Stirring
9 am Thursday August 8th in Kingsley at JoJo’s Coffee

September coffee times will likely be the week after Labor Day!



Monthly Educational Forums being planned
Pastor Tami is planning monthly educational forums to be held one Sunday a month on individual specific
topics such as: Baptismal Vows, Creeds, church doctrinal and social statements, Holy Communion,
Lutheran Confessions, and other topics ranging from those you may not have had an opportunity to discuss
since your own Confirmation classes to topics that may be newly relevant in today’s world. Watch future
newsletters for more details, including dates and times, and contact Pastor to suggest specific dates or
topics to consider.

OUR FORUMS FOR THE REST OF THE YEAR ARE TENATIVELY SET FOR THE 4TH SUNDAY
EACH
MONTH.

· July 28th – Following Worship at Little Sioux Park, discussion on how we as congregations in
shared ministry can participate in joint ministry in our communities.

· August 25th – noon, at St. John,
“What are the Lutheran Confessions … and why they matter today”

HARVEST MINISTRY NEWS LETTER

A Prayer for Summer Travel
O God,
our beginning and our end,
you kept Abraham and Sarah in safety
throughout the days of their pilgrimage,
you led the children of Israel through the midst of the sea,
and by a star you led the magi to the infant Jesus.
Protect and guide us [those traveling] now as we set out to travel.
Make our ways safe and our homecomings joyful,
and bring us at last to our heavenly home,
where you dwell in glory with our Lord Jesus Christ
and the life-giving Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
[Adapted from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 331.] Copyright © 2019 Augsburg
Fortress. All rights reserved.

Summer Journey Blessing
The Lord watch over your going
out and your coming in,
from this time forth forevermore
In the name of the Father, ☩ Son,
and Holy Spirit.
Amen.
Copyright © 2019 Augsburg Fortress. All
rights reserved.

Important Dates to Note:
· Week of 7/8 – 7/11, St. John, Cushing VBS with Okoboji camp staff
· Wednesday 7/10, 6:30 Harvest Ministry Council meets @St. John

· Sunday July 28th is our annual Harvest Ministry Joint Service at Little Sioux Park!
Join us for worship, music, and fellowship!

· Sunday August 4th will be our first Sunday with new worship times as we will once again
flip times with Salem worshipping at 8:30 and St. John at 10:30.

· Saturday 8/17 1:30 pm at First Lutheran Church in Sioux City
Installation of the Rev. Lorna H. Halaas as Bishop of the Western Iowa Synod ELCA

· Sunday Aug 25 Pastor Tami Installation @ both churches with Fellowship Events planned



The Preacher’s Trust is the preacher’s commitment to abide in Christ
in order to be made worthy of the authority granted to preach the Good News.

“Our backstory is to know that we, with God’s help, are doing all we can to be worthy of, careful with, and filled with holy fear
toward the power entrusted to us to preach God’s Word. … This is the integration of your life and spirituality with the craft of
preaching.” (The Rev’d Lisa Kraske Cressman in Backstory Preaching: Integrating Life, Spirituality, and Craft)

Rev. Tami Lin Groth, Preacher’s Trust, 6/9/2019 (Pentecost Sunday)

· Pray
o Daily (morning, mid-day, night using daily office lectionary prayers & scripture)
o Weekly (publicly ask for prayer requests, and Contemplative Prayer, including Examen)
o Continually (sacrament of experiencing God in each present moment)

· Engage Scripture
o Pray Lectio Divina by listening prayerfully to the RCL assigned readings each week
o Read scripture in community (text study and other small groups)
o Private scripture reading weekly BOTH for sermon study and for private spiritual practice

· Cultivate Wonder, Awe, Curiosity, and Gratitude
o Create, appreciate, notice art & nature (notice it in God’s creation daily)

· Seek Respite in Sermon Prep
o Create and FOLLOW a “sermon prep ritual”

§ complete Backstory Preaching Workbook & foster sermon prep “accountability partners”
§ Journal about the experience of creating ritual and rhythm around preparing sermons

(Preacher’s Trust Journal or PTJ used for many things tracking in Preacher’s Trust)
o Sermon Prep time includes: prayer, prioritizing time and ritual for sermons, & intentional slowing down

· Trust You are Loved No Matter What (resting in the love and grace of the Triune God)
o Knowing I’m loved, I’m free to proclaim the Gospel
o I commit to see a spiritual director, therapist, and/or clergy coach at least quarterly

· Craft Effective Sermons
o Listen to effective preachers regularly (podcasts, video, reading books of sermons)
o Seek Listeners’ feedback/appraisal & conduct peer appraisals (record in PTJ)

· Proclaim the Gospel No Matter What!
o pray for my calling to proclaiming the gospel weekly (my listeners needs come before my own)
o I commit to reading my Ordination certificate & Letter of Call regularly (document response in PTJ)
o I commit to accept difficult Biblical Texts as they are and to sit with them in Lectio Divina
o “Difficult” sermons will be vetted with at least 1 colleague prior to preaching

· Preach Ethically
o I will quote (directly or indirectly) others’ words and ideas and not take them as my own
o Trust the Holy Spirit is at work and my preaching is enough
o Invite dialogue and differing points of views during study and sermon feedback
o I promise to preach a “good enough” sermon when needed (may include ethically using another’s work)
o I commit to looking at multiple viewpoints, especially on controversial topics scripture texts
o I commit to telling stories as honestly as possible rather than twisting to evoke particular emotions
o I seek these same ethics in others’ entrusted with the pulpits of those congregations I serve
o I commit to living my life outside of the pulpit using these same ethics

· Keep Learning
o Engage the steps of crafting an effective sermon, including bullet points above with curiosity
o Read two books specific to preaching each year (document in PTJ)
o Experiment with different preaching formats and styles ( document monthly in PTJ)
o Participate in the Backstory Preaching community, including watching and reading resources

· Be Accountable
o Discuss with mutual ministry team, accountability partners, Spiritual director or Clergy coach quarterly
o Review this Preacher’s Trust yearly (revise and republish each year the week prior to Pentecost)

In Grace and Gratitude, this is my Preacher’s Trust.
Rev. Tami L. Groth, June 9, 2019



New LWF member: United Evangelical Church in Cuba Lutheran Synod
When the United Evangelical Church in Cuba Lutheran Synod (UECCLS), learned it had been accepted
as a member of The Lutheran World Federation (LWF), the celebrations lasted over a week.
“For UECCLS, to join the LWF meant the certainty that we are now part of the international
Lutheran community. We are no longer alone. Now we can begin to take united steps with our
brothers and sisters of faith,” says Bishop Ismael Laborde Figueras.
“Being part of the Lutheran communion allows us to give and receive in every way. We can learn from

others and at the same time can offer the gifts the Holy Spirit gave us,” he says. “We can offer the
experience of planting a Lutheran church in a non-European and much less German context. We can
offer experience in the education of leaders in a country without a legal framework for the action of
our church. Before, we were relatively alone. Now we are accompanied.”

The UECCLS has 1,500 members in 11 congregations over seven provinces. It has more women than
men in ministry as pastors and deacons, including one auxiliary bishop. Women also enjoy the same
right to hold decision-making positions within the UECCLS and the diocesan council is composed
largely of women. Moreover, it is the only church in the country with a missal of Cuban music, and its
productions include gospel and children‛s music.

Did you know?
· Mission Support funds social ministry

organizations under the heading Address social
issues and work for justice.

· The ELCA and LWF (Lutheran World Federation)
share on office in the United Nations building.

We say THANK YOU and SHARE MISSION
SUPPORT STORIES.

May 2019
Mission Interpreters

CHURCHWIDE

SYNODS

CONGREGATIONS

INDIVIDUALS

Mission Support



Did you know the Ministries of the ELCA use the Accompaniment Model?

The accompaniment model for mission shapes ministries of the ELCA and WIS. Accompaniment is the
ELCA model for Global Mission which allows for a respectful, dignified, healthy walking together in
mission—whereby the following values of (MIVES) are incorporated into the relationship.

Mutuality—walking together as one

Inclusivity—bringing many/all parties to the table

Vulnerability—recognizing power imbalances and seeking to equalize/rectify

Empowerment—ensuring that all have voice and power in the relationship

Sustainability—ensuring the healthy, on-going nature of the relationship, working to make projects sustainable
on their own accord in the local context.

How Lutheran congregations Helped Transform the Business of Palms
In 2005, Lutheran congregations across the U.S. were the first to bring Eco-Palms to their Palm
Sunday celebrations. Instead of buying palms from conventional sellers, who are rooted in a lengthy
and wasteful business model that relies on middlemen and leaves growing communities with little
profit — you saw a better option. And the impact is clear.

Lutheran World Relief partners with the University of Minnesota Center for Integrated Natural
Resources & Agricultural Management (CINRAM), the Rainforest Alliance and Continental Floral
Greens — a wholesaler in San Antonio — to bring Eco-Palms to congregations across the U.S. (Read
more)
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Palms are harvested deep in the rain
forest and carried out.

The process of packaging and sorting the palms is a
communal task in the community of Carmelita,

Guatemala.



SACCOS

Facts we learned at Synod Assembly 2018:
· You must save to borrow. May borrow $3 for every $1 saved.
· Money saved in the SACCOS cannot be taken out for 90 days.
· Starts as a Lutheran project in a village but open to all.
· Creates on average 2 jobs per loan.
· 100% of gifts to SACCOS goes to SACCOS
· There continues to be some money left in the matching-funds gift at $1 for each $2 given.

This past year the Iringa Hope network of Savings and Credit Cooperatives Societies (SACCOS) continued to
grow and provide the services to members to improve their lives and that of their families. During this last
year our loan capital grew, which initiated new agricultural training programs and completed organizing more
Agricultural and Marketing Cooperative Societies (AMCOS).
By year‛s end, we were serving 2,400 families in our registered SACCOS and 1,364 families in our registered
AMCOS. When we account for families who belong to both we are now serving almost 3,100 families or almost
20,000 people. Based on a survey of 132 members, we estimate that our members sent over 3,350 children to
secondary school, over 600 children to advanced training programs (typically technical school or college), and
built or improved over 600 homes. In addition, they donated $100,000 to their churches, bought land to
expand their farms, and provided much needed jobs to their communities.

Interesting Development
Since secondary school in Tanzania is now FREE, Iringa Hope will no longer be reporting on how many
children are being sent to school!

WIS SACCOS
There 4 SACCOS in the Southern Diocese of Tanzania, our synod companion. Money given to WIS SACCOS
will be used to infuse money into the existing SACCOS so more loans can be made.

Edda is a Resourceful Woman
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Edda is a resourceful woman with six children. The oldest is 25 years old
while the youngest is only two. Last year she took out a loan for $315 to
buy soybean and sunflower seeds and fertilizer to plant on her four-acre
farm. She also hired two laborers. Soybeans are very uncommon for
farmers to grow but Edda said that the soil seems to be particularly good
for soybeans. She sold her soybeans for $630 and her sunflower seeds for
$270. After paying back her loan with interest her profit was $630. She
paid school fees for 5 children, put electricity into her home, and started a
chicken business. She hopes that this chicken business will help her pay
school fees in the future. She said that she even has some extra money to
help her oldest child who is at teachers‛ college.



ELCA World Hunger,
is a designated Mission Support.

This is your gifts at work.

Yim Kheng and her husband, Yi Pheng, live in Cambodia with four of their children and one
granddaughter. Thanks in part to your gifts to ELCA World Hunger, they received help preparing
their land for planting, raising chickens and building a coop. Their flock has grown to 100 chickens
that lay eggs to eat and sell at the local market. Your gifts also enabled them to start a small
grocery stand with a loan from the village savings and loan group, supported and trained by
Life With Dignity, an ELCA World Hunger partner.

Videos You tube video ELCA Channel

Where Two Can Eat, Three Can Eat 3:11

It might not look like your typical Lutheran church, but Santa Maria de Guadalupe is known for two things,
hospitality and grace. The story of a growing immigrant congregation that got its start with four members on
a Palm Sunday.

Voices of Dignity - ELCA missionary Adrainne Gray 2:52
Deacon Adrainne Gray, an ELCA missionary in the Holy Land, finds inspiration in the hope that young
Palestinians draw from leaders of the civil rights movement in the U.S. Deacon Adrainne Gray is currently
working as a communications coordinator alongside our companions at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in
Jordan and the Holy Land. In this vignette, Adrainne reflects upon her ministry as a woman and a person of
color.

Barb Brennan, Missional Storyteller

barb.brennan@wisynod.org (712) 260-3364 cell, (712) 859-3503 home

Pastor Jeff Ungs, Director for Evangelical Mission (our DEM)/Assistant to the Bishop

jeff.ungs.rev@wisynod.org

(712) 732-4968 (ext. 449) (641) 529—2479 (cell)



around the living Word, Jesus Christ. We are not
the focus of our worship— God is. Worship is not
primarily about “me”  or about “ us.”  Worship is not
a performance for the community, but an offering
directed to God. Jesus promised that when we
gather in his name, he is in the midst of us. How
would our worship change if we understood
literally that Christ is present and we are offering
Christ our worship and praise?

We gather for the meal. Gathered around our
tables, we are gathered around the one table. We
are fed and forgiven, reconciled and released,
crucified and raised. In the words of institution, we
hear the Jesus story— the story of Jesus, broken
and
shed, who gives himself completely for the life of
the world. If your congregation uses the prayer that
surrounds these words, you also hear the history of
salvation. While each individual receives God in
the
sacraments, no individual receives this grace alone
apart from the rest of the community.

We are sent. Gathered into one by the Spirit,
carrying and bearing the word, never separated
from the love of God in Christ Jesus, we are sent
into the world. Some of the most important words
spoken in the liturgy are “ Go in peace. Serve the
Lord.” Out we go, serving this world God so loves.
Jesus meets us there— in our struggles, joys, life
and death. Then we gather again in worship to
be strengthened and restored.

Peasants in France would take a loaf of bread
with them into the fields. They would take a bite of
bread, throw the loaf down the row, and begin the
backbreaking work of hoeing and tending their
crops. When they caught up to the bread, they took
another bite and threw it down the row again. In
this way they could keep on going. So it is with us
as we receive the bread of life and serve the world.

A monthly message from the presiding bishop of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.
Her email address:  bishop@elca.org .

Liturgy is important— not
each constituent part— but the
basic structure of corporate
worship: gathering, word, meal
and sending. It’s a discipline
Lutherans willingly undertake
because it helps individuals and
the entire community express
our connection with other

Christians throughout the world and across the ages.
When we gather, it’s not simply a group of like-

minded individuals. We gather in Jesus’ name and
we gather as the body of Christ. “ So we, who are
many, are one body in Christ, and individually we
are members one of another” (Romans 12:5).

The African concept of Ubuntu, “ I am because
we are,” captures this. South African Archbishop
Desmond Tutu explains it this way: “ I need you in
order for me to be me, and you need me in order for
you to be you. We are bound together. I need other
human beings to be a human being. A person is a
person through other persons.”

We gather in the presence of Jesus, God with
us,

in whom we all have our ultimate identity.
I’ve often heard it said that one can worship

God in the beauty of nature. I’m glad that people
are moved to awe and praise when encountering
the majesty of God in the created world. We all
should stop and notice the divine presence! But
corporate worship is something else. This was
made beautifully evident to me when I visited the
Community of Sant’Egidio in Rome.

This community of laypeople gathers regularly for
Scripture reading, prayer, and to serve the poor and
broken in the city around them. Sant’Egidio takes
particular care of those who are mostly homebound
during the week. Weekly worship with the rest of the
community is a celebration for these people. They
are reunited with the rest of the family— all gathered
to worship the Lord. Their joy is palpable.

We gather around the word— Scripture,
preaching, song, prayer and creeds, but especially

PRESIDING BISHOP

Gathering, word, meal and sending
B y E l i z a b e t h  A. Eaton

This article first appeared in Living Lutheran’s June 2019
issue.

Repr inted wi th permiss ion



July 2019, LSI Bulletin/Newsletter Article and Story

LSI’s Host Homes Program
Each year, Lutheran Services in Iowa (LSI) empowers hundreds of Iowans with disabilities. There is
no greater joy for us than seeing an individual develop greater independence, find their confidence,
and thrive in their community. And through our innovative Host Homes program, LSI has found a new
way to lift up our Iowa neighbors.
Through the program, adults with disabilities or “mentees” move from a supported community living
setting – like a 24-hour, fully staffed home with roommates – into a private family home with a Host
Homes “mentor”. LSI collaborates with the individuals we serve and the contracted mentors to ensure
each match is the perfect fit and to create a shared living opportunity that is beneficial to mentors and
mentees.
LSI is seeking compassionate and dedicated caregivers to join us in the mission. If you have room in
your heart and in your home, being a Host Homes mentor might be for you! Visit
LSIowa.org/HostHomes to learn more. If you are interested in supporting crucial programming like
LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities, please contact Deb Whitford, LSI director of philanthropy
and church relations, at Deborah.Whitford@LSIowa.org or 563-676-2065.
Our Mission: Lutheran Services in Iowa responds to the love of Jesus Christ through compassionate
service. LSI is an affiliated social ministry partner of the Iowa congregations of the ELCA (Evangelical
Lutheran Church in America) and a member of LSA (Lutheran Services in America). We proudly
serve people of all ages, abilities, religions, sexes, gender identities, national origins, ethnicities,
races, and sexual orientations. Learn more at LSIowa.org and Facebook.com/LSI.Iowa.

The Best Kind of Bond
Amanda needed a change. For years, she had received 24-hour care, living in a busy home with
three roommates. But she was lashing out and becoming aggressive, and she required multiple
psychiatric hospital visits throughout the year to receive mental health treatment. She and her dad,
Bruce, knew she needed more one-on-one attention to thrive.
They turned to LSI’s new Host Homes program. Through LSI’s Services for People with Disabilities,
the program allows adults with disabilities to transition from supported community living to a private
family home where they build positive, lasting relationships with a specially selected mentor instead
of a team of staff members.
Soon, Amanda was matched with Mavis, an LSI Host Homes mentor. On the day Mavis and Amanda
first met, they clicked. And a year later, the family hasn’t looked back.
Instead of several emergency calls and incidents each year, Amanda has gone over a year without
any mental health hospitalization. Mavis has spent the last year collaborating with Amanda to find the
best way for her to communicate her emotions. She wants Amanda to know her voice and thoughts
are heard.
“Mavis has helped in every way,” Bruce says. “She cares, she’s loving, she’s patient, and she’s
getting Amanda engaged in art classes and hobbies she loves. I have a happier daughter now.”

HARVEST MINISTRY NEWS LETTER



Salem Lutheran Special
Congregational Meeting

May 5, 2019

Notes from Special Congregational Meeting
Bryan Paulsen called the special meeting to order  to
officially extend a call to Pastor Tami Groth.  John
Hoppe moved that we extend a call to Pastor Tami;
Kathy Hill seconded.  There was no discussion.  Ballots
were handed out to all in attendance and the final vote
was 25 yes votes and 0 no votes.  Motion carried.  Roger
Reinking moved for adjournment and Clark Byers
seconded.  Meeting adjourned.

Submitted by Nancy Clausen,
Council Secretary

Unapproved Minutes

SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL
MEETING

May 22, 2019

The council met with the following members present:
Kevin Reinking, Nancy Clausen, Kevin Byers, Bryan
Paulsen, Janelle Lewis, Chuck Meissner, Karen Lund,
John Hoppe and Pastor Tami
Bryan called the meeting to order.
Pastor Tami opened with devotions from John 17:20-26
and the council discussed.
Correspondence:  None
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report was
approved.
John gave the treasurer's report from April.  The capital
improvement fund had an opening and closing balance
of $12,870.23.  The general fund had an opening balance
of $4980.27.  There were receipts of $4867.50 plus .73
in interest and expenses of $4829.95, leaving a closing
balance of $5018.55.
Old Business:

The Iowa DNR visited the church on May 21st; Mark
Burnham and Kevin Reinking were on hand for the visit.
Kevin said the visit went fine.  The DNR rep asked that
the Culligan salt be removed since it is not NSF certified
and replaced with softener salt that has the NSF logo on
it.  He said she would also like sampling done from
different faucets than the kitchen tap.
Rock has been delivered and spread on the driveway of
the church.
Harvest Ministry notes:  The council finished up
ordination arrangements and are continuing to work on
the joint worship service at Little Sioux Park.
The vitality team had not met since the April retreat but
will be following up this summer with tasks that are due
to the synod.
Janelle talked to Clark about researching video
equipment and TV screens for the church.  Clark said he
would like to wait until Trinity Lutheran in Moville gets
their equipment installed since they have the same
number of pews in their sanctuary so it would give us a
better idea of what we would need to do.  We will revisit
the topic once that has happened.
The contract with Iowa Office Systems for the old copier
was discussed.  John moved that we stop the contract.
Karen seconded. Motion carried.
New Business:
 Playground equipment was discussed.  Everyone agreed
that having playground equipment for those with
children is very important so we will research prices and
pursue.  It was suggested to use railroad ties to enclose
the equipment to make mowing easier and to fill with
mulch.  Karen and John agreed to check local ads to see
what is available and cost.  Janelle said she would check
with children to see what they would like.  We would
also install a couple of benches so adults could sit while
children played.
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Tami discussed her ordination
and upcoming vacation time and summer activities.
 Next meeting is June 19th at 6PM.
Nancy moved for adjournment and John seconded.
Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

Submitted by Nancy Clausen,
Secretary

SALEM NEWS



Unapproved Minutes

SALEM LUTHERAN COUNCIL
MEETING
June 19, 2019

The council met with the following members present:
Kevin Reinking, Nancy Clausen, Kevin Byers, Bryan
Paulsen, Janelle Lewis, Chuck Meissner and John Hoppe
Bryan called the meeting to order.
Janelle opened with devotions from Galatians 3:23-29
and the council discussed what they noticed and
wondered and then prayed the prayer of the day for June
23rd.
Karen Burnham took a picture of council members for
the congregation's web page.
Correspondence:  Bryan thanked the council for the
flowers sent when he was hospitalized.
Nancy read the secretary’s report.  Secretary's report was
approved.
John gave the treasurer's report from May.  The capital
improvement fund had an opening and closing balance
of $12,870.23.  The general fund had an opening balance
of $5018.55.  There were receipts of $4320.00 plus .73
in interest and expenses of $4653.83, leaving a closing
balance of $4685.45.  John said he wrote a check of $500
for benevolence to the synod since we had extra in the
account.  Kevin Byers moved to approve the treasurer's
report and Kevin Reinking seconded.  Motion carried.
Old Business:
Well, Septic and Chlorine:  Nancy took the quarterly
sample last week.
Harvest Ministry:  Janelle said the HM council will meet
in July so there were no updates.
Vitality Team:  Nancy and John said the group would
be meeting on June 29th to complete synod-mandated
tasks.
Video Equipment:  Trinity in Moville will be getting
their video system installed in the next couple of weeks
and we will proceed from there.  John suggested that we

look at getting the screens installed on movable stands
if possible.
Bryan received a notice from Schumacher Elevator to
have our annual safety check scheduled.  John made a
motion to contract with Schumacher to do the safety
inspection on the church's elevator; Janelle seconded.
Motion carried. Bryan will send the signed contract back
and schedule the inspection.
New Business:
 Playground equipment was discussed.  John had looked
at some options online for simple swing sets.  He
suggested we discuss more at next month's meeting and
he will do more research.  The council suggested we get
a set similar to what we most recently had with a fort-like
addition and Janelle suggested an infant swing in
addition to regular swings for older children.
There will be a meeting soon to discuss/plan VBS.  We
will be using the VBS program that Rock Branch UMC
used last year.
Janelle said there will be a reception for outgoing Bishop
Prois on Sunday, June 23rd from 3-5 PM at St. Mark's
in Storm Lake.
Pastor's Report:  Pastor Tami emailed her report and the
council reviewed upcoming vacation at the end of July
and retreat in early July.   Pastor Tami's installation at
both congregations is on August 25th.  Since Salem will
have early worship (8:30), Kevin Reinking suggested
we have reception at 8:00A.M. so Pastor Tami and
Bishop-elect Rev. Lorna Halaas can partake.
 Next meeting is July 17th at 6PM.
Kevin Reinking moved for adjournment and Chuck
seconded.  Motion carried.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.

 Submitted by Nancy Clausen,
Secretary
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July Service Helpers
Deacon and Trustee and
Communion Assistants:

Deacon: Karen Lund
Trustee: Bryan Paulsen

July Lay readers

7/7/19 Kevin Reinking
7/14/19 Nancy Clausen
7/21/19 Clark Byers
7/28/19 Betty Meister

July Greeters

7/7/19 Kevin & Susan Reinking
7/14/19
7/21/19 Brian & Jeni Aman
7/28/19 Betty & Wilma

Prayers for Salem families
and friends:

6/2/19 - Judy, Natalie & Alison
Bauer; Lois Bauer; Marie Benedix;
Tate Benson

6/9/19 - Alissa & Chaeli Berg;
Leonard Berg; Mary Berg; Trevor
& Alyssa Bertsch

6/16/19 - Rev. Ron & Alice
Bessert; Jacqueline Bird; Tom
Joyce Bogenrief; Brice & Kristi
Bollin

6/23/19 - Wilma Bollin; Carol
Borchers; Deidre, Kenzie, Kayden,
Kash & Kadison Bottorff

6/30/19 - Todd, Trissa, Bo & Dax
Bottorff; Troy & Pam Bottorff;
Mark & Karen Burnham

July Birthdays

2 Chad Hill
5 Kash Michael Beeson
17 Robin Peschau
24 Janet Byers
28 Rick Krier

July Anniversaries

22 Trevor & Alyssa Bertsch
30 Kory & Stephanie Schwartz

Offering’s for June

6/2 Current expense $900.00
   Attendance 31

6/9 Current expense $1167.00
    Attendance 29

6/16 Current expense $1125.00
    Attendance 34

6/23 Current expense $683.00
    Attendance 28

SALEM NEWS

Open Bridal Shower
Honoring Emily Reinking
daughter of Kevin & Susan
Bride elect of Dustin Stieneke

Sunday, July 14th

1:30-3:30

Salem Lutheran Church

Soup Kitchen
Volunteers are needed for the
soup kitchen for July 30. Let
Dennis or Joan Reinking know
if you can help.

Salem Semi-annual
Meeting July 21

Salem’s semi-annual meeting
will be July 21 after service plan
to attend to help make decision
for our future.



Send your kids on an impacting island adventure!

Shipwrecked is filled with incredible Bible-learning experiences kids see, hear,
touch, and even taste! Plus, we’ll help kids discover how to see evidence of God

in everyday life—something we call God Sightings. Come sail away with us!

Salem Lutheran Weekend VBS August 16-18th

Friday August 16th ––– 6:30 pm all age gather for food and fun outdoor
(outdoors weather permitting)

Saturday August 17th – 8 am Breakfast & Independent kids’ activities
8:30 to 3 pm VBS Fun

Sunday August 18th – 8:30 Worship Service & Celebration

To Register ahead of time: Send Child name(s), ages, allergies, and full contact
information to Pastor Tami at Tami.HarvestMinistries@gmail.com
Parental consent will need to be signed upon arrival Friday or Saturday.
(There will also be a FB event allowing registration via messenger a few weeks prior to the VBS
weekend)

SALEM NEWS



July
Lector: Cheryl Todd
Greeter/Usher Vicki Nippert
Altar Care: Denise Wright & Wendi Reyman

Steve Galvin, Vaughn Heyer, Noelle Jacobs,
Casey Lindsay, Matthew Lundt, Austin Williamson
Sean Witcomb

Esther Circle
Wednesday, July 3 @ 1:30

Bible Study: Marilyn Heilman
Hostess: Geri Susie

Women’s General Meeting
Guest Night

Wednesday July 17th @ 7:30
Program: “China” Mary Dreeszen &

Bonnie Forbes

Stewardship Project: School Kits

July Birthdays

3 Brady Meyer
5 Wendy Jepsen

Kyler Lewis
8 Reed Henrichsen
9 Lana Cunningham
10 Tate Heilman
11 Mitchell Grell
12 Peyton Robbins
14 Delores Dau

Darla Ludvigson
15 Jackie Kay Heyer

Sharon Wilde
18 Michelle Mohr
20 Trey Heilman

Deb Henrichsen
21 Tim Kohn
22 Trevor Heck

Angela Heck
Christina Morgan
Brandon Utesch

27 Amy Bremer
Buck Jacobs

31 Hunter Deeds
Dale Grell

July Anniversary

1 Bill & Bonnie Forbes
5 Nicholas & Kari Morgan
8 Scott & KayCee O'Connell
24 Arlo & Patricia Hummel
28 Barbara & Loren Petersen

Monthly attendance and giving report:
June 2 $1683.00 63
June 9 $1205.00 27
June 16 $790.00 23
June 23 $855.00 25
Needed to make budget weekly $1760.00



VBS @ St. John July 8th-11th

9:00-2:00 with preschool dismissing at Noon
Theme this year is:
PRESS ON Expedition
Registrations due by June 8th forms included in
this newsletter or contact Lorraine Jepsen
(712) 253-1881) or
church office (712) 384-2545
With program Thursday night @ 7 followed by
an ice cream social
Parents, please help provide cookies

We welcome Hadden Lee, son of
Jeff & Brianna Witzke, to the
people of God and the community
of St. John Lutheran as he was

baptized into our shared Christian faith on
June 2nd.

We extend our
sympathy to Roger
Campbell and his
family, including Lana

Lundt and her family, and prayer for all
grieving the death of Jen Campbell Reta.

We extend our sympathy to Marcia
Schemmel and the family of Robert Kincaid,
a close friend to Marcia who passed away,
prayers to all grieving the death of Robert.

We extend our sympathy to Gary and Cheri
Kurtz and family at the passing of Gary’s
father Merle Kurtz

Dates to remember coming up:
July 7th Ecumenical Service in the park,

fellowship in basement
following service encase of
inclement weather service will
be @ St John

July 8-11th VBS with Ingham Okoboji
Bible Camp

July 28th Joint Service @
Little Sioux Park Shelter @
10:30 with potluck following

Aug 4th Service times change
Salem @ 8:30,
St John @ 10:30

Aug 25th Installation for Pastor Tami at
both churches

ST. JOHN LUTHERAN CHURCH
WOMEN

June 20, 2019
On Thursday, June 20, 2019, a group

of nine ladies departed on their annual field
trip! We set off for Cherokee at about 10:30
a.m. We arrived at Danny’s for an early
lunch. Everyone enjoyed their fabulous
buffet with country fried chicken and ribs!
Such an enjoyable luncheon time together.
After lunch we went to Mojo’s Antique
Barn. What an experience! There was a very
appealing selection of second-hand and
homemade goods. So many interesting
things to view and great prices! Then, off to
the Mother Hen on Main Street. There were
beautifully displayed antiques and many
different food products: jams, jellies, milk,
asparagus, food mixes and even frozen
dinners. 10 % of their profits are given back
to the community. What a rewarding day!



St. John Lutheran Church Council Minutes
June 17, 2019

Call to Order: President Elaine Droegmiller
called the meeting to order at 6:40 p.m.
Members present: Elaine Droegmiller, Marshall
Lundt, Lana Lundt, Pastor Tami Groth, and
Linda Mathers

Devotions: Devotions led by Pastor, Galatians
3:23-29 and Prayer of the Day

Additions to the Agenda: Lights, Installation,
Youth representation, Job
descriptions/contracts,
Baptism and Worship Assistance
Secretary's Report: Approved as presented

Treasurer’s Report: Approved as presented
YTD Balances are as follows: church checking
account - $6,316.01, building fund - $7,147.30,
and church savings - $17,423.21.

Pastor's Report: Discussion was held
regarding future visits with all members of the
parish. Also, report is posted in back of church
and included in newsletter.

Committee Repots:
Harvest Ministry: Organizing Harvest
Ministry joint worship service at Little Sioux
Park. It will be July 28 at 10:30 a.m. with
potluck to follow.
Education: Vacation Bible School is being
planned for July 8th-11th, 9:00-2:00 (with
preschool dismissing at noon.).

Business:
1. Gutters at Parsonage: Weather permitting,
gutters are to be installed the week of June 17th.
2. Leaf Blower: Lana made a motion to have
Linda purchase a battery-operated leaf blower
for the church. Elaine seconded. Vote carried.
3. Pews: Linda made a motion to remove the
4th or 5th pew on each side of the church. These
pews will be replaced with a shorter pew and
allow room for wheelchairs. Lana seconded.
Vote passed unanimously.

4. Laptop computer: Tabled until fall.
5. Installation: Pastor’s installation service
will be Sunday, August 25th at 10:30 a.m. with a
potluck to follow. Bishop Halas will officiate
with council members also taking an active part

6. Baptism: Baptism for Ryeitt Kelley,
daughter of Regan Ummach and Zachary
Kelley, (Bob and Sue Mohr’s granddaughter)
will be Sunday, July 14.
7. Job descriptions/contracts: Council will
be updating job descriptions and having
contracts signed for all paid church employees.
They will be starting with lawn care services.
8. Lights: Lights in Pastor’s office and the
secretary’s office need to be replaced.  Lana
will contact Jacob’s Electric to get estimates.
9. Youth Representation: Discussion was
held regarding possible appointees for youth
council representation.
10. Worship service assistance: Discussion
held.

Next Meeting: Monday, July 15 at 6:30 p.m.

Adjournment: Lana made a motion to adjourn
at 8:28 p.m. Linda seconded. Meeting closed
with the Lord’s Prayer.

Council Secretary, Linda Mathers



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat
1
9:00 Coffee @
the Stirring  in C’ville

2 3
1:30 Esther Circle

4 5 6

7
9:00 Worship w/ HC
Ecumenical Service in
the park
Fellowship to follow in
church basement

8 9 10
6:30 Harvest Ministry

@ Salem

11
7:00 VBS Program
Ice Cream Social

12 13

14
8:30 Worship w/ HC
9:45 Fellowship

15
6:30 Church Council

Meeting

16 17
Women’s General
Meeting
Guest Night
Program “China”
Mary Dreeszen &
Bonnie Forbes

18 19 20

21
8:30 Worship w/ HC
9:45 Fellowship

22 23 24 25 26 27

28
10:30  Joint Worship
w/ HC @Little Sioux
Park
Pot Luck to Follow

29 30 31

July 2019
St John Contact Info
Elaine Droegmiller Council President  384-2251
Newsletter contact email
stjohnlutheran@schallertel.net
Pastor Tami 608 385-9848 email
tami.Harvestministries@gmail.com

Vacation Bible School 9:00-2:30



July 2019 - Salem
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13

14 15 16 17 18 19 20

21 22 23 24 25 26 27

28 29 30 31
Salem Contact Info
Bryan Paulsen…..….712-540-5899
Council President
Newsletter Contact Clark Byers
Email cabetal@wiatel.net

Salem Lutheran Web Site:
http://salemlutheraniowa.com/
For additions to the bulletin contact
Pastor Tami  by Thursday at
tami.harvestministries@gmail.com
Text or call: 608.385.9848

Sara Circle
@ 1 pm

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Pastor’s Tami’s
Sabbath

Newsletter items
dueSalem Council

Mtg @ 6:00 pm

4th Sunday
after Pentecost

7th Sunday
after Pentecost

6th Sunday
after Pentecost

5th Sunday
after Pentecost

Fellowship Hour
9:30
Worship w/HC 10:30

Fellowship Hour
9:30
Worship w/HC 10:30

Fellowship Hour
9:30
Worship w/HC 10:30

Harvest Ministy
Joint Service @
Little Sioux Park
Worship w/HC 10:30

Semi-Annual Mtg.

Soup Kitchen

July 1-3rd   Pastor Tami Cont' Ed Silent Retreat

6:30 Harvest
Ministry Council
meets @St. John

July 29-31th        Pastor Tami vacation



Daily Lectionary and Bible Reading July 2019

Read assigned scriptures, taking time
for meditation after each.  Then, offer
personal prayers/petitions.  Close with
the Lord’s Prayer.

7/1 - M:  Psalm 140; Genesis
24:34-41, 50-67; 1 John 2:7-11

7/2 - Tu:  Psalm 140; Jeremiah
3:15-18; Ephesians 5:6-20

7/3 - W:  Psalm 140; Jeremiah
23:16-22; Matthew 10:16-25

7/4 - Th:  Psalm 66:1-9; 2 Kings
21:1-15; Romans 7:14-25

7/5 - F:  Psalm 66:1-9; Jeremiah
51:47-58; 2 Corinthians 8:1-7

7/6 - Sa:  Psalm 66:1-9; Zechariah
14:10-21; Luke 9:1-6

7/7 - Su:  Isaiah 66:10-14; Psalm
66:1-9; Galatians 6: [1-6] 7-16;
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

7/8 - M:  Psalm 119:73-80;
Jeremiah 6:10-19; Acts 19:21-27

7/9 - Tu:  Psalm 119:73-80;
Jeremiah 8:4-13; Acts 19:28-41

7/10 - W:  Psalm 119:73-80; Joshua
23:1-16; Luke 10:13-16

7/11 - Th:  Psalm 25:1-10; Genesis
41:14-36; James 2:14-26

7/12 - F:  Psalm 25:1-10; Genesis
41:37-49; Acts 7:9-16

7/13 - Sa:  Psalm 25:1-10; Leviticus
19:1-4, 32-37; John 3:16-21

7/14 - Su:  Deuteronomy 30:9-14;
Psalm 25:1-10; Colossians 1:1-14;
Luke 10:25-37

7/15 - M:  Psalm 25:11-20; Job
24:1-8; James 2:1-7

7/16 - Tu:  Psalm 25:11-20;
Proverbs 19:1-17; 1 John 3:11-17

7/17 - W:  Psalm 25:11-20;
Ecclesiastes 9:13-18; Matthew
25:31-46

7/18 - Th:  Psalm 15; Genesis
12:10-20; Hebrews 5:1-6

7/19 - F:  Psalm 15; Genesis 13:1-
18; Ephesians 3:14-21

7/20 - Sa:  Psalm 15; Genesis 14:1-
16; Luke 8:4-10

7/21 - Su:  Genesis 18:1-10a; Psalm
15; Colossians 1:15-28; Luke
10:38-42

7/22 - M:  Psalm 119:97-104;
Exodus 18:1-12; Colossians 1:27—
2:7

7/23 - Tu:  Psalm 119:97-104;
Proverbs 9:1-18; 1 John 2:1-67/25

7/24 - W:  Psalm 119:97-104;
Deuteronomy 12:1-12; John 6:41-
51

7/25 - Th:  Psalm 138; Esther
2:19—3:6; Acts 1:15-20

7/26 - F:  Psalm 138; Esther 3:7-15;
Acts 2:22-36

7/27 - Sa:  Psalm 138; Esther 4:1-
17; Luke 8:22-25

7/28 - Su:  Genesis 18:20-32; Psalm
138; Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19];
Luke 11:1-13

7/29 - M:  Psalm 55:16-23; Esther
5:1-14; Colossians 2:16—3:1

7/30 - Tu:  Psalm 55:16-23; Esther
6:1—7:6; Romans 9:30—10:4

7/31 - W:  Psalm 55:16-23; Esther
7:7—8:17; Matthew 5:43-48

A Daily Ritual:  Make the sign of the
cross, saying:  “In the name of the
Father and the Son and the Holy
Spirit.  Amen.”  Light a Candle, if so
desired.  Then say one of the two
prayers below:

Luther’s Morning Prayer:  “I thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have kept me this night from all
harm and danger:  and I pray that you
would keep me this day also from sin
and every evil, that all my doings and
life may please You.  For into Your
hands I commend myself, my body
and soul, and all things.  Let Your
Holy angel be with me, that  the evil
foe may have no power over me.
Amen”

Luther’s Evening Prayer:  “I Thank
you, my heavenly Father, through
Jesus Christ, Your Dear Son, that
You have graciously kept me this
day: and I pray that You would
forgive me all my sins where I have
done wrong and graciously keep me
this night.  For into Your hands, I
commend myself, my body and soul,
and all things.  Let Your holy angel
be with me, that the evil foe may
have no power over me. Amen.”
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